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Executive Summary

1.

The study on economic systems and ecological systems of the Tai peoples is part of the project

on the Review of the Status of Tai Studies, supported by the Thailand Research fund.

- The study sarts from the list of the Tai groups compiled by researctiers in the field s of linguistics

and anthropology.

. The Tai peoples are found in Thailand and neighbouring countries, namely China, Myanmar,

India and Vietnam.

The approach of the study is to focus on the relationship between the ecological system of the
Tai settlfements and the economic activities carried out in the settlements. Patterns of resource of
utilization and rules regarding access to resources and distribution of benefits are to be
investigated,

Three approaches have been used in the study: the Asiatic Mode of Production approach, the
ecological anthropology approach and the development economics approach. Each is
considered to provide an overarching explanation of the issues under study,

The methodology used for the study is to assess the approach against the data from which the
approach is derived. The development economic approach is an exception to this but is used

instead as a system of logic to provide a general for interpretation of the data presented.

. The first important finding is that the tal peoples show a preference foe settling in river valley

areas. The main economic activity is the planting of rice for food. The economy is geared to
provide subsistence, there is limited trade and manufacturing.

The main resource management system concerns the allecation of land holdings. Ownership of
land is vested in the community, and land is allocated t0 members of the community for use as
long as the membership stands. This system is found in general among the tai groups.

At the urban and state level, the head of state claims the right of ownership of all lands, The head
of state allocates iand to the people and officials. People pay tax in return for the right to use the
land, while officials are paid by the proceeds from the land holding. The head of state obtains

labour to work on his land.

10. Productivity of the land use is considered low, basically sufficient far subsistence and limited

trading and tax payment.

11. Technology used in the production of rice is simple, and based on locally avaitable resources.

12. The use of the ecosystem is closely integrated with production. There is low impact on the

ecosystem, due partly to the low level of production, and aiso to the low level of technology.

13. The expansion of production takes the form of replication of the pattern in new areas, rather than

the development of technology.



14. To explain the limited level of production, there are two alternative exptanations. One is the
cultural explanation, which puts emphasis on the people’s preference for the simple life. The
alternative . development economic explanation, considers the isolation of these communities to
the main constraint to trade and therefore the expansion of production. The isolation necessitates
a high degree of self-reliance, However, when communications improve, commercialization can
proceed rapidly.

15. Information of other aspects of ecosystems - such as water resources, forest, biodiversity, is
lacking.

16. The main iimitation of the study of this subject is that the subject matter is one that evolves
constantly. Empirical research can at best look at the present situation, but is of limited use in
explaining the process of evolution.

17. Recommendations for future studies are to encourage the study of tai groups outside Thailand,
for the reason that these groups are situated in a rapidly changing environment within their host
countries. The lack of documentation may cause the information about specifically tai practices
and ideas to be lost forever.

18. The subject of the study should focus on the use of various biological resources, such as herbal
medicinas, and other resources apart from those related to rice production, because these

subjects lack systematic studies.
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manage to adapt effectively to environmental relations and to solve associated
problems...practical technology .. often takes an insfitutionalised form which defines
detailed technical procedures and social regulations for appropriate and sustainable
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both af the individual and collective levels, through bodily transmission and
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prescriptions.
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