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Executive Summary

Title : Assessing the Status of Tai Studies

Project 9 : Beliefs and Rituals
Head of the Project: Narumon Hinshiranan, Ph.D.

Social Research Institute, Chulalongkom University
Student Assistant : Ms. Porranee Hiranvorachat

Graduate Student, Dept. of Sociology-Anthropology

Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University
Source of Funding:  Thailand Research Fund
Objectives : 1. To collect, categorize, and assess written works on
beliefs and rituais of the Tai people, and to summarize the development and
direction of the studies.

2. To seek and identify new research questions, including
research methodology, which contributes to the more profound understanding of

the Tai beliefs and rituals.

Methodology : 1. Selecting and coliecting written works on the Tai beliefs
and rituals from government and private libraries.

2. Classifying the works into appropriate categories to
facilitate the next step of analyzing and assessing materials.

3. Summarizing the development of studies.

4, Assessing and comparing the works with regard to their
frameworks, approaches, scopes, purposes, and findings. identifying problems
and limitation of the researchers.

5. Recommending research questions/topics and
methodology to develop prospective research project.

Length of Study : 12 months (1 June 1997 - 30 May 1998)



Findings : A great number of research works have been conducted in
northemn Thailand so materials on the beliefs and rituals of the Tai Yuan are abundant.
There is also a good proportion of research done on the Siamese Thai, Esan Thai, and
Southern Thai. The literature on the other Tai groups in Thailand and elsewhere (Ahom,
Khamyang, Turung, Phake, Aiton, Khamti, Tai Mao, Khun, Lu, Tai Ya, Phuam, Tai Neua, -
Tai Daeng, Tai Khao, Tai Dam, Phu Thai, and Yo) is meager, and most are descriptive
works written by native scholars.

The major finding from comparative Tai studies is the shared
cultural heritage of several beliefs and rituals which reflects survivals of the ancient Tai
culture, for instance, the beliefs and rituals regarding Taen and other significant spirits, -

city pillar and heart of the village/town, kwan, tattoo, certain iegendary creatures, etc.

Conclusions and Recommendations : Further comparative research is needed to make
a firm conclusion on aspects of shared beliefs and rituals among the Tai population.
Other research inquiries should be made, such as the impact of national political and
economic ideologies on the change/transformation of beliefs and ritual practices, the

revival and reinvention of traditional beliefs and rituals for tourism purpose, etc.
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