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Project Title

Principle Investigator

Researcher

Funding Source

Objectives

Executive Summary

Current Research Status of Archaeology on

Tai Studles

Dr. Rasmi Shoocongdej

Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Archaeology
Silpakorn University, Bangkok

Amara Srisuchat

The Tenth Regional Office of Archaeology and Museum,
Fine Arts Department, Songkha

The Thailand Research Fund (TRF)

1. To synthesize the bibliographies on Archaeology relating to Tai

studies

2. To collect archasological evidence on Tai Studies in the existing

documentary records

3. To synthesize annotated bibliography

To examine and evaluate current research status of archaeology on

Tai studies

Research Period

Research Area

1 year (March 1997-98)

Four major areas are covered as follows: area one is a present-day

Thailand; area two is the Tai language distribution; area three is the southern

part of Thailand to Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei, and Philippines; and area four is

the northern area of Thailand from northern China to Vietham, Cambodia and

Burma.

Research Methodology

1) To survey literature on archaeology relating to Tai Studies

2) To classify documentary sources

3) To annotate bibliographies

4) To classify and analyze archaeological data in frequency tables

8) To synthesize archaeological evidence and the theoretical frameworks

6) To examine validity of the use of archaeological record and the proposed
theoretical frameworks



7) To conclude and provide suggestions for future research
Results

Based on 190 references, eleven types of archaeological evidence are
often utilized by scholars as following: (1) Southern Mongoloid skeletal rgmain;
(2) Jar burial; (3) Teeth deformation; (4) Shoulder adzes,; (5) Tr‘ipod pottery; (6)
Sahyunh-Kalanay style; (7) Rock art; (8) Bronze kettle drum; (9) Bark cloth
beater; (10) Rice cultivation; (11) Ling-ling-O earring.

Four majors theoretical frameworks are proposed by using the mentioned
archaeological evidence.
1) diffusion and migration from north to south
2) diffusion and migration from west to east
3) dynamic interaction between people in mainland and island Southeast Asia
4} an internai development

In sum, most of previous research are commonly used a few
archaeological evidence in their proposed hypotheses. In general, only one or
three types of evidence are employed which often cause ambiguous

interpretations and make it difficult to evaluate thoroughly. Furthermore, none of

historical evidence are applied by archaeologists.
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Distribution of Tai Peoples
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