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An Assessment of the State of Knowledge : Srisaket Province

Abstract

The study on "An Assessment of the State of Knowledge : Srisaket Province" aims at
systematically compiling, analysing, assessing and extending existing body of knowledge
concerning Srisaket Province in order to prioritise meaningful research projects for future
development of the Province. Other purposes include enhancing community awareness,
generating a learning process, strengthening the ability of local researchers and relating the
findings to local people's vision for future development. The research team began by
collecting secondary data on the Province.

It has been found from the study that the written body of knowledge concerning
Srisaket is relatively limited and is not systematically classified. This is partly due to the non-
existence of higher learning institutions in the locality where academic researchers are
normally encouraged. Findings on similar issues are sometimes contrasted and in dispute.
Out of the 153 references, the state of knowledge is relatively sufficient on the history of
settlement, indigenous people, physical characteristics, population, employment, politics
and government, and economy; moderately sufficient on education, public health, and
tourism; relatively insufficient on sciences and technology, natural resources and
environment, communications, religion, indigenous leaders and local wisdom, and
disadvantaged groups especially women at risks, the disabled, and the elderly. Local
vision for development emphasises integrated human development through educational
promotion, improvement of infrastructural elements, self-reliant economy, prevention of
environmental problems, termination of land disputes which are presently widerspread
throughout, and bureaucracy reform.

The research team proposes following topics for in-depth study namely : 1) The
Certified History of Srisaket ; 2) Indigenous People of Srisaket ; 3) Political Development
under the New Constitution, 1998 ; 4) Agricultural and Agro-industry Development ; 5) The

Living and Needs of the Disabled and the Elderly ; 6) Monasterial Property and



Management ; 7) Strategies for Srisaket's Tourist Industry ; 8) Effects of 1998 Economic
Crisis and Draughts on the Provincial Poor ; and 9) Development Strategies for Provinces in

the Lower Northeast covering Ubolrachatanee, Srisaket, Surin and Buriram.
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