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An Evaluation of the State of Knowledge on Surin Province
By Associate Professor Boonyang Mandee and Staff
2540 B.E. (1997)

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this evaluation project aim to access and sythesize the state
of knowledge in all aspects on Surin Province, and to identify major problems, in
accordance with their priority, for future research and development strategies. It also
encourage local people’s self- and mutual-learning process so that their research
capability will be enhanced in response to local needs and provincial
development strategies.

The research approach is decumentary and supplemented by interviews and focus-
groups meetings to complete some aspects of knowledge found to be lacking or
inadequatc in available published sources.

Viewing from Surin Province’s perspective, the most important development strategy
is to strengthen local community organizations at all administrative levels. The major
research problem is consequently how to strengthen local communities so that social,
economic and administrative problems at the village, commune, district and provincial
level can be solved. To prepare local people for future administrative and educational
decentralization is another urgent problem. Local people should, therefore, be
encouraged to work in group and community networks should also be set up.
As regard human resources, Surin Province is reputed to have a great variety of
indigenious sage, locally known as phumpanya chao-ban, in such fields as integrated
agriculture, traditional medicine, and handicraft ; the state of knowledge in these fields

is, however, far from adequate and urgently needed to be studied.



In addition to the above mentioned urgent problems, the decentralization of
local education administration, agricultural extension programs, how to encourage
young graduates to return home to help their parents improve agricultural
techniques and production, how to solve the problem of solid waste in town, how
to promote eco-tourism, and how to use modern media to change people’s attitude
from materialism to spiritualism, are also urgently needed to be further studied and

developed.



