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Executive Summary

                From the review of related literature about criminal justice administration, a total of 

133 research reports (mostly, theses and seminar proceedings) was found (Appendix 1). 

Although there were at least 90 more research reports on corruption was the topic on which a 

great number of studies were conducted.  It was one of the most serious problems in Thai 

society and was directly related to the criminal justice administration problem.

               Some remarkable research abstracts on criminal justice administration, however, 

were included in Appendix 2 for references.

               Nearly all the studies on criminal justice administration were notably made by 

jurists, particularly research on the criminal laws with regard to the rights of the alleged and the 

victims, and prosecution problems.  Especially, most law MA students’ these were of 

documentary research.  Other research dealt with general matters of criminal justice procedures 

and the topics were too varied to classify.  However, these studies surveyed people’s opinions 

and attitudes, rather than inquired about actual problems.  That is, there was neither scientific 

inquiry to establish a policy/program concerning juridical administration, nor follow-up study 

to identify implementation problems and obstacles, nor program evaluation to find out the 

effectiveness of the program.  Such investigations for decision making are small in number, 

compared to others.  Therefore, there was still room for further research to extend the body of 

knowledge about criminal justice administration.

               The related literature here will, however, include only the problems of criminal 

judicial procedures in the Thai environment or context, where people’s way of thinking is 

different from that in Western societies.  The social aspect, rather than the legal aspect, will be 

presented.



	

1. Conceptual Development of Criminal Justice Administration

Since the synomie society with informal control became the anomie society with 

formal control, it has played a crucial role in juridical administration that consists of several 

subsystems, i.e., police, attorneys, law-courts and prisons.  All these units should have the 

following as common goals;

1. Law enforcement

2. Protection of the alleged’s rights

3. Protection of the victims’ rights

4. Rehabilitation of wrong-doers

5. Control of crime in the society

As a whole criminal justice procedures must have all the five goals as a 

guideline.  Criminal control is, nonetheless, the ultimate goal of the criminal justice procedures, 

as it contributes to the well-being of the public.  Modern judicial procedures have not only the 

first four goals but also a proactive, rather than retroactive goal.  However, there is little 

follow-up of the effectiveness of the overall juridical administration, more research is needed to 

find appropriate indicators for this purpose.

2. Development of Judicial Procedures in Thailand

In the Sukhothai period, for instance, the kings himself exercises the three 

powers-administrative, legislative and judicial.  Later in the reign of King Rama I, the code of 

laws was revised and became the Three-Seals Code.  This law had been in use until the reign 

of King Rama V, who modernized the country to avoid colonization by Western countries.  The 

Western judicial system was adopted and the Ministry of Justice was established in 1891.  The 

court of law has been developed since then.  At present court system consisted of four parallel 

courts, namely, the Court of Justice, the Court of Administration, the Martial Court and the 

Constitutional Court.  The Court of Justice is independent from the Ministry of Justice.  The 

judicial work system has been restructured under the 1997 Constitution of Thailand, with the 

aim to liberalizing the Thai judicial procedures or to introducing the democratic ideology to 

replace the tyranny.

3. Constitution and Civil Right Protection

The current Constitution protects the rights of individuals, the alleged, victims 

and detainees.  Follow-up studies should be conducted to see whether this has been 

materialized, including direct and indirect social impacts, as well as the crime control problem 

in the society.
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4. Problems of Criminal Justice Administration

Some major problems of overall criminal justice administration are

1. Lack of unity in work or fragmentation

2. Ineffectiveness of criminal judicial procedures

3. Lack of criminal policy

4. Abuse of power among the officers

5. Adjustment to cope with globalization

Although the subsystems of the criminal justice system-police, attorneys, law-

courts, and prisons-all have some specific problems, research on police administration was the 

most abundant, followed by a small number of prison administration studies, but research on the 

problems of court attorney administration problems are so little.

Accordingly, more research should be conducted on administration problems of 

the judicial system and subsystems, especially, the attorney, court and prison organizations, 

which are closed systems without transfer of information to both within and outside the 

organizations.  Since these organizations have their own kingdoms, the outsiders hardly know 

what is going on there and are afraid to express their opinions about them.

               5. Protection of the Rights of Victims in Criminal Cases

                   While the Constitution provides more protection of the alleged’s rights, it also 

provides more protection of the victims’ right.  Legal measures or regulations to enforce this 

practice under the Constitution needs more research in order to find some appropriate patterns or 

forms to assist the victims efficiently, with regard to funds and other limitations in accordance 

with the socioeconomic condition of the country and special problems of each local area.

               6. Environmental Impacts on Criminal Justice Administration

                   In the Thai context, the environmental impacts on criminal justice administration 

chosen for consideration are

1. Image of the officers in the judicial procedures

2. Problems of Materialism

3. Problem of influential people or mafia

4. Drug addiction

5. Problem of conducting research on criminal laws and criminal juridical 

administration (including the criminal data system)

Different aspects of these problems need to be investigated to extend the body of 

knowledge in the area.  Only research on corruption in the bureaucratic circle and drug 






addiction can be found in great number and there is a sufficient body of knowledge about such 

topics.

Recommendations for Further Research

               There is lack of knowledge about criminal justice administration and multidiscipli-

nary research, since most research concentrated on laws and was conducted on the basis of a 

single discipline.  As the problem of criminal justice administration has arisen from different 

factors, it is necessary for various people concerned and professionals from different fields to 

conduct research in this matter.  The following research topics are arranged in order of urgency 

of the problems:

1. Problem of Criminal Justice Procedures: A Policy on Drug Addition

2. Problems of Administration of the Criminal Justice Subsystems

3. Development of Rehabilitation for Juvenile Delinquent

4. A Study on Installation of Crime Database System

5. A Study of Human resource development in Crime Justice Procedures

6. Problems of Witness Protection

7. A Follow-up Study of the Effectiveness of Criminal Justice Procedure in 

Thailand

8. A Follow-up Study of the Outcome of Protection of the Rights of Individuals, 

the Alleged, Victims, and Detainees as Stipulated in the 1997 constitution.
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