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menrdie  Prof I raohagn Ganeshan

The main objective of the project "Criticism as an Intellectual Force in Contemporary
Societ,”. a three-year res=arch project launcned in January 1999 and ronciluded in December
2001. supported by the Thailand Research Fund (TRF). «as to build up a body of knowledge
related to criticism and critical methods in the fields of literary. art, theatre and music criticism
and consequently to create possiilities for criticism to reinforce 'ne intelectual culture of
contemporary society in Tna:land.

‘n craer to s2nathen treo critizar culture of Thai society. the praject encouraged
also the exchange of experences with other countries and cuitures. It was in this context that |
had the privilege of being asscciated v.ith this project as one of the resource persons. In this
capacity | not oniy gave a series of lectures and directed a workshop on the topic “Literary
Criticism betneen East and West” between 10 and 18 May 2000, but also was invited to be
the principal resource person at the Consultative Meeting held from 23 to 25 October 2001 to
give my views on the ter'ative cutcome =f the research project. It was indeed an extremely
fruitful Igarning process for me.

The Summary Regport of the project. now available to anyone and everyone, highlights
the background. objectives. methcdologies adopted and adapted. the various findings and
conclusions as v.ell as certan recommendaticns for follow-up. | am extremely happy in putting

my reflections on and impressions of the project as such, its findings and the outcome as a

whole.
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A look at the world history shows that it is Europe which looked for the world and it was
not the other way round. Europeans went to other continents and in a way forced their way
of life and thinking on other cultures. The result was that the valuable characteristics of
these cultures were constantly and consistently overshadowed by the European culture.
Co-ming to "Criticism as an intellectual force" there has been indeed a tradition of not so
direct and at times non-verbal criticism in the oral cultures. Since the onslaught of the
written culture from Europe people in other cultures have blindly started to imitate Europe,
thereby very often ignoring their own cultural traditions out of an inferiority complex
imposed on them by Europe. It in this context that the research project of the Thailand

Research Fund under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Chetana Nagavajara has been able to

make a valuable cross-cultural contribution.

This contribution from Thailand, underlining the importance of oral culture and at the same
time to take from the written culture whatever is needed by us (that is again something
which has to be decided by us!), deserves due recognition not only at the national level in

Thailand itself, but also at the international level.

| do hope that the support of educational and public institutions as well as media in
Thailand will be available to Prof. Dr. Chetana and his team to disseminate the information

this project is now able to offer everyone.

In addition to reforming and changing the curricula at all levels in the educational system,

one has to also ensure that children in our cultures are from now on encouraged to think
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critically, ask questions and develop themselves into personalities who can take up the

challenge of participating in the process of cross-culturat commmunication successfully.

5. The findings of the project should in fact motivate the younger generation in our countries
to go back to one's own culture, look tor home-based ideas, theories and strategies
regarding "Criticism” and thereby build up their self-respect in such a manner that they
have a solid base to enter any kind of cross-cultural commumication and exchange as
equal partners all over the world without aping blindly whatever comes from Europe (and

more urgently USA).

6. The fact that the anthologies prepared by the research team contain not only texts from
Thailand, but also from other countries and cultures including those of Europe 1s to be
really apprecialed. These anthologies should be made available in English, French,

German, Spanish, Russian and other relevant languages to the international community.

7. The findings of this project should be made available to international comnwnity by
conducting cross-cultural workshops on "Criticism" in order to make the ongoing cross-

cultural dialogues between Europe and "Others” much more effective on the basis of

equality of all cultures.

| know, for example, that Professors of Lilerature at the universities in German-speaking

countries are actually looking forward to an interpretation of our Asian cultural traditions,

particularly "Criticism”, from our own perspective and perception.



A TH T IS S L W EIET R

i would like to hereby express my admiration for the meticuious work put in by the whole team
under the intellectual and administrative guidancé of Prof. Dr. Chetana Nagavajara and the
systematic and consistent manner in which the whole project has been carried out. While
wishing ;he team all success in their follow up actions, | would also like to thank the Thailand
Research Fund, Prof. Dr. Chetana and his team for giving me an opportunity to have a thought-

provoking, stimulating and inspiring interaction with like-minded colleagues and students in

Thailand.
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Gjﬂizlﬁu . Mr. Ernst Shirmann

Das Research Report ueber das Kritikprojekt liegt auch schon eine Weile hier. Ich habe ihn
mit grossem Interesse und gebe lhnen gern ein paar Anmerkungen dazu aus meiner Sicht. Meine
Kenntnis des kulturellen Hintergrunds ist schon wegen der Sprachbarriere (Literatur, Theater) zu
begrenzt, um kompetent zu urteilen. Immerhin kann ich her vielleicht doch einige brauchbare
Fragen stellen, die sich fuer mich vor dem Hintergrund von fuenfeinhalb Jahren kultureller Arbeit in
Thailand aufdraengen. Der Tenor des Berichts ist ja unueberhoerbar von einer gewissen |

Enttaeuschung gepraegt, was die Bestandaufnahme betrifft, und die Ausblicke sind sehr skeptisch.

Wenn ich das richtig sehe, fuehrt der Bericht als die wichtigsten Gruende dafuer an
® eine generell fehlende kritische Einstellung in der thailaendischen Gesellschaft
® die Dominanz des Oralen vor dem Geschriebenen

® die Integration von Kritik in die kuenstlerische Auffuehrungs- und Darbietungspraxis im Rahmen

fester lokaler Gruppen (Dorf, Familie) in der thailaendischen Tradition
® traditionelle Hemmungen wie “respect for seniority” und — deshalb — “resort to covert criticism”
® generelles Desinteresse der Massenmedien
® schwaeche der Geisteswissenschaften im Universitaetsieben

® keine professionellen Ausbildungsangebote fuer kunst- und gattungsspezifische Kritik.

Die Folie, vor der diese Feststellungen, ihre negative Bewertung erhalten, ist offentsichtlich der
Vergleich mit der Literatur-, Kunst-, Theater- und Musikkritik in Europa und Amerika, also der
“westlichen™ Welt (wenn richtigerweise aus dort ein gewisser Niedergang konstatiert wird). Wobei
natuerlich der Primat des Oralen und Lokalen (d.h. seine begrenzte, bzw. Gebundene
Oeffentlichkeit) in der kulturellen Tradition Thailands nicht in sich negativ gesehen wird, sondern
nur im Hinblick auf die Entwicklung einer schriftlichen Kritikkultur mit einem (akademisch?)
gesicherten Kriterien- und Methodengeruest. Die Bedeutung einer solchen Entwickiung wird vor
allem mit dem Zzunehmenden Konkurrenzdruck begruendet, dem sich Thailand im Zuge der
Globalisierung ausgesetzt sieht. Eine hochentwickelte Kritikkultur wird als wichtiges intellektuelles

Werkzeug in diesem internationalen Konkurrenzkampf konstatiert.

SR ISR S BT PR




So weit kann ich das alles gut nachvollziehen. Was mich erstaunt ist, dass in dieser Studie
selbst auf den in der Einteilung ("Background”) formulierten Zusammenhang zwischen der Armut
im Bereich der Kunsthritik und dem generellen Fehlen einer kritischen Haltung in der
Thaigeselischalt nicht mehr rur Erklaerung der enttaeuschenden Befunde zurueckgegrifien wird.
Wenn es diesen Zusammenhang aber gibt - und der scheint mir aufgrund meiner Eindruecke zu
bestehen. die ich in Thailland bekommen habe- , so lassen sich die empirisch gewonnenen
Feststeliungen fuer mich vor diesem Hintergrund plausibel einordnen. Ich finde sie dadurch
jedenfalls ueberzeugender erklaert als im Desinteresse der Medien, in der Schwaeche der
akademischen Strukturen, der Scheu vor schrifilichen Fixierungen oder den uebrigen
herangezogenen Begruendungen. Sie alle lassen sich in dem Kontext als Symtome der

allgemeinen Haltung verstehen, sind also nicht eigentlich Ursachen.

Fuer mich ergibt sich daraus die Frage. ob der Versuch ueberhaupt realistisch ist, isoliert eine
methodisch abgesicherte Kunst- und Kulturkritik mit Breitenwirkung zu entwickeln. Muss das nicht
notwendig ins Leere gehen. wenn Kritik als ein analytisches Verfahren zur Aufdeckung u.a. von
Staerken und Schwaechen ohne Ansehen von nicht im untersuchten Phaenomen liegenden
Ruecksichten als nicht im Einklang mit dem gesellschaftlichen Wertekanon empfunden wird? Wenn
die Studie aber davon ausgeht. dass Kritikfaehigkeit und —bereitschaft aufgrund der veraenderten
Rahmenbedingungen fuer das heutige Thailand unverzichtbare intellektuelle Energien geworden
sind, muessste dann die Strategie auch aus dem Aspekt von Kunst und Geisteswissenschaft nicht
sein, zuerst die Vorzuege einer auf Kritikfaehigkeit basierenden Verhaltenskultur in die Gesellschaft
zu vermittein? Koennte nicht erst daraus auch eine serioese Literatur-, Kunst-, Theater- und
Musikkritik entstehen, die ueber esoterische kleine Zirke! hinauswirkt und gesellschaftliche Kraft

entfalten kann?

Natuerlich weiss ich, dass das eine Anstrengung von einer Groessenordnung ist, die in keinem
Verhaeltnis zu lhrem bescheidenen Projekt steht. lch frage mich aber, ob es nicht gerade
Einzeluntersuchungen wie diese sind, die immer wieder durch die Stringenz ihrer Ergebnisse
wichtige Anstoesse vor allem in die Politik geben koennten, dass positive Resuitate nur im
Rahmen groesserer, umfassenderer Veraenderungen moeglich sind — und dass sie fuer die
Zukunftsfaehigkeit des Landes unverzichtbar geworden sind. Unter Politik verstehe ich hier in
erster Linie das Erziehungswesen (mit Universitaeten und Hochschulen als potenziell wichtigen
Impulsgebern). Dazu muessten aber Einzelstudien wie diese die Zusammenhaenge auch klar

herausarbeiten und nach Moeglichkeit konkrete Massnahmenvorschlaege machen. Vor allem

TS
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muessten sie als Ergebnisse der Unlersuchun erscheinen: eine: Vermutungsformulierung  im

Vorwort reicht da nicht.

Zwischenzeitlich muesste man im Rahrmen  dor vorgeschiagenen banzelmassnahmen  ja
keineswegs untaelig bleiben, solange man sie (aus meaner Sichty deathich aut den weiteren
Horizont des vorher Gesaqgten bezicht. Fuer mich wuerde dazu wa. anch gehoeren: der Aufbau
einer repraesentativen Sammiung zeitgenoessischer thailaandischoer Kunst, 2 B durch die National
Gallery(fuer den Film gab es das bis zu meinem Wegagang sunnndest benn National Film Archive),
fuer Kunstgewerbe, einer Phonothek et Qualithvtskritenere uned can geaehaerftes,  kritisches
Bewusstsein nationaler kultureller ldentitaet lassen sich auf breater Basis nur entwickeln, wenn
genuegend Anschauungsmatenal oclientlich zur Verfuegung steht und woenn diese Sammlungen
auch eine zeilliche Kontinuitaet gewaehrieisten. Woann man den Nachholbedarf mcht zu lange
auflaufen laesst, 1st das auch keine wirkhich grosse finanzielle Belastung fuer onen Staat vom
Entwickiungsstand Thailands. Sinn werden Einzelmassnahmen langfnistiq aber nor rnachen, wenn

gleichzeitiy am allgemeinen Bewusstseinswandel qearbentet witdd Walucr e Gosellschaft sich

nicht wirklich interr:ssiert, das verschwindet wiesder.
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TRF Research Project on Criticism

CONSULTATIVE MEETING
(23-24-25 October 2001)

BACKGROUND

As the three-year research project “Criticism as an Intellectual
Force in Contemporary Society ” was due to be completed in December
2001, the research team was in a position to arrive at tentative findings
and conclusions. Before these were to be made public at the final
Annual Conference scheduled for 1-2 December 2001, it was considered
appropriate that an eminent scholar be invited to give his views on the
tentative outcome of the research, since it certainly had implications

.that should be of interest to the international scholarly and intellectual
community. Prof. Dr. Vridhagiri Ganeshan of the Central Institute of
English and Foreign Languages, Hyderabad, India, kindly agreed to act
as the principal resource person. The meeting was held at Room 214,
SASA International House, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, on 23,
24 and 25 QOctober 2001. The three morning sessions were devoted to
discussions led by Professor Ganeshan, while the afternoon sessions
took the form of internal deliberations among members of the research
team,




PROGRAMME

23 October 2001

9.00-12.00

12.00-13.30 :

13.30-15.30 :

24 October 2001

9.00-12.00

12.00-13.30
13.30-15.30

25 October 2001

9.00-12.00

12.00-13.30
13.30-15.30

Meecting
Comments on the findings of the individual 4 areas,
namely : literary, art, theatre and music criticism,
together with synthesis;
Compatibility between research objectives and research
findings.

l.unch

IFollow-up discussion ( in Thai ) among members of the research
tcam and adviscrs

Mececeling
- Mutual enrichment of the 4 areas;

‘Theoretical implications
Lunch

Follow-up discussion ( in Thai ) among members of the
research team and advisers

Meeting

- Future prospects :

- Relevance to non-Thai culture:

- Educational applicability;

- Future research possibilities as follow-up.
Lunch

Follow-up discussion ( in Thai ) among members of the
research team and advisers
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Day One Summary October 23" 2001 a.m. Session

Topic: Comments on the findings of the individual 4 areas, namely :
literary, art, theatre and music criticism, together with synthesis;

To begin the day's session Professor Vridhagiri Ganeshan and
Acharn Suvanna Kriengpetch gave their viewpoints and insights on the
Summary Report. Professor Ganeshan began the proceedings saying that he
would give a page bv page critique. Referring to page 7 he said that the
concept of the “public” should be explained more clearly because most
people would understand the term “public” in a quantitative sense, not in
terms of quality. He said that it was not necessary for the public to consist of
a large number of people. The researchers believe that a small group of
people deeply interested in the arts and criticism can constitute the public.
The researchers did not begin at point zero. What we have, is not a bad
beginning at all.

Also referring to page 7 what is meant as the “written culture” should
be clarified in order that the readers understand the relationship between
written culture and criticism. For instance, it can be taken to mean an
intellectual heritage that serves higher education, whereas oral culture does
not leave knowledge to posterity and record wisdom in the same way. For
this reason, the written culture seems to lend the intellectual continuity. This
should be clarified. Referring to page 8 in the “music criticism” section,
Professor Ganeshan noted that it was important to point out differences
between traditional and modern Thai music. The concentration on classical
music should be justified.

Also on page 8, he noted that the researchers have pointed out the
problems, but have not proposed solutions. For instance, they should also
recommend how written culture should be promoted. The same could be
said of the change from the traditional roots; they should be more explicit
about the influence of the foreign cultures.

The stress on the-written culture on the part of the researchers is part
of the Western legacy, Ganeshan said. He went on to say that instead of
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proposing the passage from the oral to the written culture, it might be
advisable to see how oral culture can enrich written culture.

The Western and the Eastern concept of history seems to be
decisively different, Ganeshan noted. Westerners believe that history is a
struggle towards something, a revolution that brings about something new.
That’s why the westernized artists try to find originality and uniqueness.
Easterners believe that history is not a struggle for novelty at all, but the re-
birth, a recycling. In this respect, Thai artists have become westernized and
may not have understood their own roots, he added.

Moving on to page 10, Professor Ganeshan said that the point of
“amateurs” should defined more carefully. This word is derived from the
original French something akin to “love.” People who love the arts can play
many roles, including that of art criticism, Ganeshan noted. As a case in
point, he said that literary scholars have written excellent dramatic criticism,
although they have had no specialized training in the field. Yet they are
"amateurs” who love drama, he concluded.

Finally, on page 11 on the issue of “Guidelines for Selecting Critical
Works for Inclusion in the Anthologies™ is the most achieved section of the
paper, and that there was no need to make any change to this part at all.

Criticism in the Four Areas

In the area of literary criticism it was advised that The target audience
should be better defined. As for visual arts criticism, there is no need to be

vague about the leading instiiution in the field of fine arts. Silpakorn
University should be named directly.

Visual art criticism is already practised in classes because art students
have to present their own works before their teachers and fellow students. In
such an environment, however, there is already "public." Most of the
participants were of the opinion that a public should not to be defined in

quantitative terms. Even the small group of people appreciative of the arts
can be regarded as a public.
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In the university classes, it was noted that techniques can be taught,
but the teaching criticism as such is usually absent. Only Professor Silpa
Bhirasri, the Founder of Silpakorn. combined both.

In the second paragraph, it should be said that art education could be

improved it the anthology emerging from this research project were
properly used.

Most of the teachers who teach history of the arts are not artists and
never have practical experience. At Silpakorn, art history is the
responsibility ot the Faculty of Archeology. Nevertheless, it is not always
necessary that art history is taught by someone with practical experience.
What matters is his/her understanding and appreciation of art.

In the field of the relationship between the actors and the audience in
Thai society. it was observed that the situation is ditferent from the Western
one. The Thai actors and their audience traditionally belong to the same
group of people. Traditional Thai culture is community-based. characterized
by conviviality. The competence of the actors and the audience is at the
same level. The audience can help the actors on stage in case the actors get
stuck in the act of improvisation. That is the oral tradition. The texts are
mostly well-known. In Western theatre, on the other hand, the actors and the
audience are not the same group. On one hand. the actors have knowledge
about the theatre. but on the other hand. the audience consists only of the
spectators with -no practical experience.

Referring to page 18. it was advised that the point about ** alienation™
should be more explicit. Has this to do with the clash between the Western
and the Thai frameworks of thinking? Or is it a matter about Westernized
Thai have imported Western thinking uncritically?

On the subject of music criticism, the researcher explained that Thai
and the Western classical music should be ditferentiated. Western classical
music now is textually based. whereas Thai classical music today still makes
room for improvisation.

The same melody can be differentiated through the *schools” (called
"ban” in Thai, “house”). And the quality of performance sometimes
depends on the “schools™ which are rivals. It is impossible to determine
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which school is the best one, because ecach has its unique style.
Competitions can take the form of “music criticizing music” and “school
criticizing school™. It was mentioned that the performance of a group or a
school can be criticism of the performance by another one.

[t was added that Thai classical musicians rarely care what the critics
say because they think the critics have no practical experience. This seems
to be akin to visual arts criticism. Acharn Suvanna poscd the question as to
the notion of the public: who are they playing for? Are they playing for
themselves? These points seem to be difterent from Western musical culture
already whereby critics can listen to the classical music and criticize the
performance and the cultural, social and political context of the performance
at the same time.

The "Tone'" of the Summary Report

Both Ganeshan and Suvanna commented that the tone of the report is
a little sarcastic at times. The report should give objective research findings
and enable the readers to sce the strong and the weak points of the arts
criticism in Thailand. When the researchers found problems related to
criticism, they should suggest solutions. For example, regarding nationalism

in the last paragraph of page 22, it is not necessary to be ironical, and the
expression could be put in parenthesis.

It was commented that the *“theories from the native soil” in the same

paragraph should be more clarified in terms of what it means and its
derivation.

The way the researchers explain the characteristics of the Thai society
in terms of “oral culture” is not cxplicit enough. There is also no need to be
apologetic about orality. (see last paragraph page 25).

On the topic of “The Researchers as Critics” (page 26) it was
suggested that researchers should explain why they have decided to
supplement the existing critical activities within their own critical writings.
There is no need to be reticent on this undertaking. It can be said that

existing criticism in the press in Thailand mostly takes the form of a review,
preview, and re-telling of the content.
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In the section “Theoretical Implications™ (page 34) it was suggested
that the notions of verbal and non-verbal, direct and indirect criticism
should not be too radically dichotomized. “Music criticizing music”, “drama
criticizing drama™, “visual arts criticizing visual arts™ are just other modes
of communication without verbal language.

It was advised that the theory of “ranad tum” (the second xylophone)
(last paragraph page 34) should be elaborated on a little more. It is true that
the point was taken up by Chetana Nagavajara in the Appendix, but a short
explanation should be given in the Summanry Report itself.

Comparison and Contrast of the Criticism in the Four Areas

A comment was made that criticism is usually part of written culture.
Sometimes, literarv history forms part of literary criticism. Literary
Criticism is expressed in language. being a commentary or judgement on a
particular art form. also expressed in language. Hence. literary criticism also
runs the risk of reveling in its own linguistic process and does not serve
literature well enough.

Visual Arts Criticism seems to be the way that artists present their
ideas directly. There is no need to embellish the expression through
language at all. This is how visual arts criticism is different from literary
criticism. So, this can lead to the observation that the work of art has an
influence on the criticism.

On the topic of Dramatic Criticism it was commented that t-he
Anthology was not well balanced. The Western part seems to be the major
part of the Anthology. Moreover, in the Western part, the footrfotes
provided by the researchers, useful though they may be, are sometimes
longer than the analysis. It was advised that this be adjusted.

As regards Music Criticism the part on Western classical mL{sic seems
to be smooth sailing, but there are many problems related to Thai classical
music. The Western classical music part seems to dominate the Anthology.
Thai classical musicians seem to want to communicate among themselves
and ignore their audience. They never care if the al_Jdience will L-mderstfmd
and appreciate the performance or not. The attitude of Thai classical
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musicians remains that of the “pre-Wat-Po era”, namely that there is no
attempt to communicate to a larger circle than that of the initiated, which is
contrary to the spirit of the "Stone Inscription of Wat Po", erected under the
King Rama III, which codifies traditional knowledge in all fields as a public
domain. Morality, medicine, literature figure prominently. But there was no
way to "textualize” the Thai music!

Ganeshan thought that in some countries, for example India and
Germany, the media can serve the arts themselves. It is an educational
institution. It can be a tool for art education that can strengthen criticism.
The media can play an important role in educating the children. However,
that depends on the decentralized system of media. The researchers
confirmed that the Thai media seems to be monopolized by capitalism. It is
never interested in art and culture, but merely in making profit. In contrast
to the US’s “National Endowment for the Arts”, a comment was made that
the Thai Government’s budget for educational and cultural affairs is
inadequate. In Germany, the cultivated bourgeoisie has been nurturing
cultural and intellectual affairs for centuries. It was also mentioned that
there is no need to blame the media because academia has also failed.

The researchers admitted that they could not cope with the media.
However, they tried to cooperate with it. Suvanna wondered whether the
researchers would like to solve the problem by becoming part of the media

through launching its own journal. The pros and cons should be weighed
out.

On the topic of “intellectual force”, the intellectual force of criticism
can be seen diversely. There is no need to find a single answer. Intellectual
force of arts and criticism can be represented in different ways.

On the section “Researchers as Critics”, the participants thought that
the critical essays written by the researchers since 1999 should have been
included in the anthologies. The researchers, however, were unwilling to do
this because they did not want to analyze other people’s works and present
their own critical works at the same time. In any case, an external expert has
been asked to evaluate these contributions and select article to constitute

another Anthology. Thus. a more objective way of dealing with the issue
- has been tound.




BERHER G by e

BT (O TRNPe 1|

o '.T NN
AP

In conclusion, Ganeshan suggested that subjectivity and direct
experience are very important for criticism. Appreciation of the arts should
start early. Children should be taken to the museums or to concerts and
taught how to appreciate the arts. And if children have more chance to
attend artist’s talks or cultural activities, some of them can probably become
critics in the future.

It was mentioned that technical terms which are the “borrowed” from
other fields, are hard to understand, for example, tone color in music,
texture in music, which originate from the visual arts. They need to be
explained and clarified.

It was also noted that criticism in the four areas of arts has made use
of different methodologies. Each area has its drawbacks, for example, Thai
music lacks the history of Thai music and musicology. In the visual arts,
the Thais are strong on the creative side, but art history as a discipline fails
to serve contemporary art. The researchers emphasized that a great deal
remains to be done.
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Day Two Summary October 24" 2001 a.m. Session

Topic: Mutual Enrichment of the Four areas and their theoretical
implications

Professor Ganeshan's Opening Comments

Professor Ganeshan began with some general comments. He said that
in the Western tradition, arts are more specialized or compartmentalized. In
contrast, the situation in Asia. and in India for example, the traditions are
more open and overlapping. Arts simply fall into broad categories (such as
shravva, kavyam and dhrushya) according to whether they can bee seen or
heard. In our Asian tradition, knowledge is shared; it belongs to everyone,
in the way that tfood can be offered in the temples. In this kind of fluid
culture, specializations are less useful. In our countries what we seem to

need are specialists with interdisciplinary backgrounds. A cross-fertilization
IS necessary.

Professor Ganeshan wondered how inter-disciplinary training can be
promoted and developed. An approach which uses different media and
develops ditferent skills should be considered. Hopefully, he added,
educational opportunities will be developed along these lines.

Professor Ganeshan went on to say that literature and indeed all arts
in the Sanskrit tradition involved not only language (words) but also
emotions; we need to think atout a subjective emotional approach too, not
only a dry objective approach that may be too academic when applied to
Asian arts. Emotional reactions should be encouraged, not only theoretical

ones. Even in Europe itself approaches are being used which focus on the
reader, for example.

In the area of theoretical implications, Ganeshan noted that we should
think more about deriving and promoting criticism from locally based
sources. Somehow this has been taken away, or the chain of continuity from
the past has been severed. Local development of criticism on our own terms

DY T
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1s to be encouraged. rather than blindly copying or seeking to apply western
models. This needs to be built upon our own cultural foundations with
respect to our own cultures. In this sense, elders can play a great role in that
they are traditionally seen as guides. The individual has thought to have
been held back here but Ganeshan said he differed with this view. We still
believe that one’s inner world is sacred and is unique to that person because
in our tradition we believe that the spirit passes through phases of
development towards greater enlightenment throughout the stages of life.
We need to develop theories from our own experience and traditions, not
alwavs borrow from others.

Finally. Ganeshan made the observation that non-verbal criticism has
been minimized, but also has value and importance in our cultures. Verbal
and non-verbal communication differs among cultures. We should not
devalue the importance of this. From our own experience, as the example of
Thai traditional music shows, we can develop and progress. We can
improvise within our own given cultural framework. Theory should not be
abstract; it must have interesting and practical applications too.

Audience Comments

Acharn Suvanna was asked to comment on the issue of the mutual
illumination of the arts. She stated that after reading the articles she had
noticed a variety of approaches. She observed that we should pay more
attention to differences inherent in varied artistic expressions. Here literary
criticism seemed to be favored as a starting point, and that this was probably
the case since language was involved. In contrast, the other three areas have
been more neglected. In the area of classical music, specialists, critics and
researchers tend to use language and terminology unknown to non-
specialists and this can be a problem for the broader public who cannot
understand the written text. The issue of a written culture and written skills
needs to be addressed. What can happen. inversely, is that when critics or
researchers are doing criticism in unfamiliar areas they lack adequate
background knowledge in those areas. We need to have a common
foundation to be able to participate in mutual illumination of the arts.

Acharn Suvanna remarked that the ambitions of the research project
were quite high and that an attempt was made to conform to the research
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goals in perhaps an artificial way. It may have been the case that too much
emphasis was given on meeting the research targets. [t was, however, noted
that new dimensions had opened up for everyone involved, and that these
interactions have had benefits for those involved. Working together in
different areas has expanded the consciousness of the individual members in
new ways.

The question was raised of how to use knowledge from the other
branches. 1t is a process we have to go through and are still going through.
It was wondered whether in fact the description of the interactions between
researchers in different areas was as “forced™ or “artificial” as previously
stated. In the end it can be very difficult to separate influences. Readers
may not know about the interactions and inter-connections between
researchers. The experience of mutual learning extends across the four
areas. Professor Ganeshan interjected that generally literary critics have an
advantage in that they are language specialists. Critics in other areas have
knowledge but lack the means of expression. On one side we have
“language”, secondly we have “different conceptions of the arts™ and thirdly
“each branch has a different nature." Thus subjective criticism is not
enough, we should be careful that we are not too subjective in our
approaches either. Artificially imposing literary models to criticize music
can be awkward. It was noted that the results of the research will be useful
to others. Also it was observed that the researchers may return to their own

fields with an enriched vision. They may have been changed in unforeseen
and positive ways.

Professor Chetana noted that on the issue of mutual illumination of
the arts it can also be remembered that the essence of a particular art form
could be lost in a comparative framework and that each media has its own
characteristics. It was noted that *heory comes from observation not used as
a model to be imposed. It was also added that theory is culture-based. Is
theory meant to have universal applications or only local applications? It
was added that at times theories are applied in dangerous ways, such as
foreign or culturally-based theories being randomly or artificially applied to
the Thai situation in inappropriate ways. The cultural background must not
be forgotten. We should remember that local experience is important in
giving rise to new theories. A polemic exists in relation to this. It is not
necessary to look far for cultural richness and you can build theories from

SIVAV RS e



AR R M e

cultural experience locally. Borrowing and applying outside theories is
fine, if they are adapted mindfully.

Protessor Ganeshan noted that on the issue of "universality” that is
was typically the West which made “universalist” claims. and that this
notion was associated with Western expansionism and by extension,
globalization. In contrast. he observed, Asians have been less preoccupied
with global dominance. Various branches of Buddhist thought do not fight

to establish universal claims. The origins of these concepts should be
remembered.

On the issue of non-verbal criticism it was wondered how it actually
functions. In the area of music criticism it was commented that this was
lacking, but when it exists it can take place in creative ways as when music
criticizes music and that this richness needs to be explored.

An issue was raised as to whether critics writing in other areas
besides their own without knowledge of the background would only be
giving a purely subjective reaction. One way to promote home-based
theories is also to consider past theories and traditional ways of teaching.

On the issue of developing criticism it was mentioned that there being
an insufficient quantity of local criticism poses a challenge. Non-verbal
criticism, on the other hand needs more careful consideration as it tends to
be undervalued. Moreover the question was raised how traditional arts can
be democratized and shared on a larger scale with the public having
increasingly limited experience and memory of traditional arts

Ganeshan noted that individual experience varies from person to
person; it can be described, not proscribed. In the case of individual
experience it is subjective and in Asian culture seems not often necessary to
document or record. In Asia the oral culture traditionally dominates. We
should think about the implications of this fact.

It was commented that criticism can take place in non-verbal ways
and not only be recorded or written down. First-hand commentaries or
memoirs seem more effective than theoretical approaches which can be too
abstract or academic. Informal exchange is appropriate and can be a good
starting point for exchanging ideas. Working in small groups can be useful
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as well. It was added that non-verbal expressions of criticism are less
formalized, whereas written tradition tends to be more codified and thus
more dogmatic or pedantic.

Professor Ganeshan noted that we need to return to the basics of
pedagogy about teaching and learning, in order to create an atmosphere
where learning may take place. The teacher provide knowledge and students
are free to take from him as they are able to. The great teachers never
preach; there is a difference between a “philosopher” and a “teacher of
philosophy.”

Critical views may take place in a wide variety of ways. Have we
stressed the pedagogical side of criticism enough? In the pleasure of
criticism there is the pleasure of performing criticism and that of reading
and writing of criticism. The audience needs to be kept in mind. As a case in
point the co-researcher in music criticism queried whether criticism can
occur on a radio program of classical music in Thailand and it was
commented that no subjective comment or opinion would be made on the air
because it was not appropriate for that format. Criticism may be necessary
on a separate program as a separate forum.

B ISIHE
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Day Three October 25" 2001 a.m. session

Topics: -Relevance of research findings
-Educational applicability
-Future research possibilities

Professor Ganeshan opened the morning session by commending the
research group on completing the project and stated that it would be a good
idea to organize some follow-up activities. He said that he was a bit
skeptical about starting a new journal of criticism and that other ways to
disseminate information should also be considered.

He added that workshops in criticism should be organized and that
perhaps the focus should be to disseminate information not only locally but
internationally too. Cross-cultural workshops could be organized and
combined with tourism as an extra feature. This intercultural approach is
worth pursuing and could be useful. Many foreign cultures want to learn
from and about us too.

On the issue of curriculum, Ganeshan commented that the question
was how to disseminate criticism. He raised the question of whether it
should be taught early in schools, and that the problem of children lacking
an educational base in their own culture should be addressed too. They can
then participate better as world citizens.

He also observed that while in this forum we often talk about
strengths and weaknesses or weak points locally he advised a new
perspective, to be more constructive or positive rather than negative. On the
constructive side he advised that Thai critics should group themselves
together and that such a grouping of critics could be used to initiate small
scale projects or exchanges as mentioned previously.

Ganeshan concluded by encouraging Thai researchers to take up the
task of implementing critical thought and practice seriously.

Audience Comments
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It was agreed that an attempt should be made for researchers to get
out of the university context, to organize activitics (with the media for
example) and collaborate with colleagues on projects. [t was also noted that
criticism had in its European origin a background of freethinking people
breaking with authority and tradition. This needs to be rethought in the Thai
context as well.

Acharn Chetana proceeded to show a model organizational chart
about possible follow-up activities and explained that the process of
research could be understood as a dynamic process with interaction among
different areas. This involved the pool of critical resources and

recommended activities involving media, education, arts, networking,
seminars, etc.

A comment was made that many other tields besides arts should be
allied to the cause of fostering and promoting criticism. Other sectors may
also be interested. If our activities are not institutionalized how can we do
this? Ongoing critical activities should be encouraged and organized. It was
advised that the Internet be exploited more as a means or promotion and
exchange as well as a way to make information available internationally.
The Internet, however may pose some problem relating to controlling it;
still it was conceded that it is one more resource to be used.

It was noted that a website needs links to succeed and there needs to

be a lot of follow-up an monitoring of any website which could be time-
consuming, for example, answering e-mail queries.

A participant noted that as far as criticism in Thai culture goes, the
habit was not commonplace; thzt a tradition of critical thinking comparable
to the western model does not exist; it was wondered how analysis and
critical thinking could exist if they are not adequately taught in schools.

The issue was then raised whether there was not something lacking in
the Thai society where people did not want to express their opinion openly
or make any negative comments, and why criticism has been undervalued. It
was asked how a critical tradition can be revived or created and that these
points need to be discussed as it seems to be a necessary foundation.’

SRR e




SR TSI P ]S Ea T AN PR Rl

A participant noted that one needs to feel safe to write and teach
criticism. Although courses in criticism do exist, they do not address issues
of real critical interests.

Professor Ganeshan concurred that criticism cannot thrive without a
foundation; you need content and substance. Having the courage to be
critical is another thing. Asian non-verbal criticism is what we are good at,
but this perhaps needs to change in some ways. In societies like India’s
where group psychology reigns, individual thinking is discouraged.
Individualist culture requires greater responsibility on the part of the
individual because you may have to actually record your views. This
demands a change in mentalities. He wondered whether we were ready for
this yet. Conversely, Western society needs to focus more on group
dynamics and communal culture because it has been lost.

A participant wondered whether critical thinking can actually be part
of education and how it could be achieved. It needs to be thought out. Even
the media can give people knowledge and the background they need.
European style critical frameworks may not be appropriate all the time.

It was added that the cultural factors inhibit experts to write their
opinions and criticism and that specialists may lack confidence to write or
publish, and it was wondered how criticism could advance in such a context.
There are local factors which inhibit the flourishing of a critical culture.
Other traditional cultural outlets for criticism are being abandoned too
which allowed for criticism in other ways.

Workshops could be organized to train beginners and to disseminate
general knowledge . Arenas for non-experts should exist too.

It was observed that the situation in Thailand is not entirely anti-
critical, as can occasionally be seen in politics, and in public protests. It was
added that criticism need not always be negative. But while there is a
precedent to build upon there is still progress to be made.

Professor Chetana returned to the issue of follow-up activities and
wondered whether it would be useful to publish a small journal. Or rather
should larger issues be tackled instead. He wondered how a publication
could be be started and run? It was noted that the issue of support for smali
magazines still needed a clear direction and that indeed responses for




critical articles through contests have been virually ignored by the public. It
was suggested that some kind of prize be offered through a publication to
foster better criticism. Given the lack of public enthusiasm or reaction to
criticism, it was wondered if this would be feasible.

A participant added that there was a demand for textbooks in the early
university years. This, however, was hard to set up because a manual
implies a rigid systematic approach, a top-down method that seemed too
prescriptive or formulaic to foster good criticism and critical thinking.

In response it was added that teachers sometimes need this kind of
background information as they do not have enough prior knowledge of
criticism and that the teachers needed training too.

Education can be a big help in getting over the problem of criticism
being undervalued in the culture. It was added that textbooks and manuals

for specialized areas like music and visual arts were lacking and that they
have special considerations.

Another participant noted that on the issue of manuals, some
standards needed to be discussed and determined, such as the issue of what
the tormat of the manuals might be.

About the Anthologies published by the research group, workshops
could be organized to train teachers in the methodology: It was commented
that relevant departments themselves need to take up the cause of the
Anthologics since the university was not able to promote it adequately or

the infrastructure was ltacking to do so. In light of this, it might be necessary
to start some form ol organization to do this.

A participant noted that we should not overlook the creative and
inspirational element in criticism too,

Another participant noted that the Anthology was inspiring and gave
many ideas for approaches to ceriticism. [t was added that teachers need to
cncourage students to ask questions and think independently.

Protessor Ganeshan noted  that it was important to consider the target
audience vou are amming for and adapt vourselves to that audience.
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Final comments were made that the organizational charts were
perhaps overly detailed or too complicated to understand and that they
might be simplified a little. It was added that there is a need for more
expertise and specialization and that and audience for criticism was yet
unknown. It was thought that keeping a focus on the fine arts was a way to
appeal to people more than focus on criticism; criticism can be approached
through a fine arts focus rather than the other way around, as many people
are interested in the arts. [t was a matter of how it is presented.

Professor Ganeshan thanked the group for the invitation and wished
them good luck in the future.

Todd Babcock
Rapporteur
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