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Abstract

The study about Politics of Identities among People Living with HIV in PHAs
Group in Chiang Mai Province consists of three objectives:

1. To investigate the Process of how the HIV patients choose to construct
their group'. s identity from particular cultural components available to them in their
social context .

2. To study the dynamic of interactions between the group under study and
other groups in their community . From these interactions , we try to find out the limitation
and potential existing in the group. |

3. To explore the possibility of how the HIV patients could return to their
community harmoniously by finding out cultural components already existing in the
community strengthen and enhance the relationship between the HIV patients and their
community .

In order to achieve these objectives, the theoretical framework of Political of
Identities and Strategy of the Powerless will be used.

The findings are as follows . The people living with HIV under study have
under study have utilized the existing cultural elements namely the bond and cohesion

of the kinship system and the dependence upon the patronage of charismatic leader.



Those cultural elements enable the construction of three types of identity of
the people living with HIV . The first type is the image projection of normal who are
within the moral framework of the community. The normalizing strategies include the
attempt to manage their physical appearance to look o0.k. any apparent physical
indication of iliness leads directly to rejection and distantiation readjustment of social
space with other people.

Another important normalizing strategy is to conform strictly to the
community's norm and moral codes , e.s. refrain from having sexual relationship
alcohol and drugs , as well as to help in public work , and make merits regularly . This
conformity has become the strict moral codes of the PHAs group in order to win
acceptance from the community, and to establish the accepted space there. |

The Third type of identity is the image of “client " under the patronage of the
community ' s leader , i.e. the abbot . This particular identity helps to minimize the
conflict between the members of the group . It helps to create the image of the ones
who are nearer to religion than other people . As for the villagers, This identity enables
them to locate the PHAs Group with the community ‘ s social space . They can assure
that the temple take care of HIV problem and the group members are not different or
sometimes much better than other normal people who think only of themseives.

The important point is that these three types of identity are always shifting .
No PWA being him/herself with only one type of identity. They choose to accentual or
combine those types according to one immediate situations and the persons they are
dealing with . The ambiguous and shifting identities are themselves spatial politics that
governs the relationships among the members of the group and between the group and
the community.

The study also finds out that the dependence upon the temple’s patronage is
the clever strategy of group cohesion which enables rather stable process of
integrating back into the community. However such into the community has also been

restricted in certain circumstances by the community's cultural codes and inner politics.
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