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Abstract

At present there are several reports of literature review about older
person in Thailand. However, content in those reviews mostly concerned
only for specific aspects or rather broad picture on older persons’ status.
It is a time for having an extensive and crucial review, which can provide
state of the art in older persons’ issue in Thailand. This book is such a
kind. It composes of 10 chapters of extensive and critical review, which
are done by experts in various fields including demography, sociology,
economics, policy and system, medicine, and health. From a huge number
of existing reports and studies, only reliable and important reports and
studies have been scrutiny selected and used for reviewing.

From analysis and synthesis of existing data and knowledge, there
are three crucial concepts for development policy and practice of
Thailand. Firstly, older persons’ points of view and security in old age is

the matter of security of the whole society. Security in old age covers in
many aspects including health and health care, income, family and
caregiver, house and environment, ECT. Future policies and plans on
preparation for old age must base on the life-course approach. Preparation
for old-age security is primarily the responsibility of the individual. Every
person must prepare himself/herself for old-age security with support
from his/her family and community. The government and public must
endorse the preparation process. Secondly, older persons deserve to be

part of the social development. Older persons are considered valuable and
potential assets. They should be encouraged to involve and participate at
all levels including their families, communities or even the society. It is
essential to enhance the contributions of older persons and diminish their
image as a dependent population group. Thirdly, among older persons
who are in dependent state, their families and communities are the key

roles for support and providing care. State and society must strengthen
the capability of families and communities to support older persons
appropriately and act as the last resource for those who fail to have
security in their late life. Its key of success is the strength of multi-
generational relationships.

In addition, no one can refuse that older persons should live with
their families and in their communities with a reasonable quality of life.
But their rights must be protected, especially from abuse, neglect and
violence.
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