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Project Code: PDG 4310004

Project Title: Paths of Thai and Foreign Thinkers: Past, Present and Future

Researchers: Preecha Piamphongsant, Suvanna Sathaanand, Charan Maluleem, Thanes
Wongyannawa, Chayan Chaiyaporn, Saichon Stayanurak, Phathraphorn Sirikan,
Nakarin Mektrairat, Suthachai Yimprasert

E-mail Address: schalong@chula.ac.th

Project Duration: 1 February 2000-31 July 2000

The research project on “Paths of Thai and Foreign Thinkers: Past, Present and
Future” has as its objectives, first, to review the analysis of contemporary Thai
intellectuals in the research report entitled “Ideal Thailand According to Senior Thai
Intellectuals™; second, to investigate the definitions, status, missions and roles of
thinkers/intellectuals in Thai, oriental and western societies; third, to search for the
model of an ideal thinker/intellectual for Thai society in time of crisis; and lastly, to
identify the conditions in which such an ideal thinker/intellectual emerges. This is a
documentary research based on a comprehensive study of relevant texts and historical
sources. Representing foreign thinkers in this study are the Greek, the Chinese, the
Muslim and Western modernist intellectual tradition. Thai thinkers/intellectuals are
represented by thinkers of the absolutist period, modern Thai Buddhist thinkers, Thai
nationalist intellectuals and Thai socialist intellectuals.

The research finds that thinkers/intellectuals in each society are products of their
own social, economic, political and/or cultural context and they generally ‘dialogue’
with thinkers/intellectuals of their own and/or past generations. Further, the successful
search for the model of an ideal thinker/intellectual for Thai society must be based on a

comprehensive study of writings by thinkers/intellectuals in their socio-cultural context.

Keywords: Thinkers, intellectuals, Thai, oriental, western.
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* Lewis A. Coser, Men of Idea: A Sociological View, p. 6.
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° Richard Pipes, The Russian Revolution, 1899-1919 (London: Fontana Press, 1990), pp. 122-123.

' Richard Pipes, The Russian Revolution, 1899-1919, p. 138.

" Lewis A. Coser, Men of Idea: A Sociological View, p. viii.
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2 ) Regis Debray, Teachers, Writers, Celebrities: The Intellectuals of Modern France translated by David
Macey, (London: Verso, 1981).

* paul Johnson, Intellectuals (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1988), p. 321.

#% A Conversation with Pierre Klossowski” in Bernard-Henri Levy, Adventures on the Freedom Road, p.
195.

%0 wA Conversation with Pierre Klossowski” in Bernard-Henri Levy, p. 196.

ST Meeting with Michel Leiris” in Bernard-Henri Levy, p. 201.

%2 “A Conversation with Edmonde Charles Roux” in Bernard-Henri Levy, p. 266.

* “The Wholesale Demise of Intellectual” Roland Barthes: Fragments of A Friendly Conservation, in

Bernard-Henry Levy, p. 379.
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edited by Robert Bellah, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1973), p. 49.
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