FownINTaInIInasfisnBeiitdalauselndmiaiBas ina

Assessment cf Eco-tourism Using Elephants in ChiangMai
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ABSTRACT

This study on an assessment of eco-tourism using elephants was carried out in ChiangMai province. The
study focused on the general pictures of these businesses, the environmental and socioeconomic impact and the
impact on elephants’ health. The information was collected with Participatory Rural Appraisal technique. The water
quality from elephant camps was checked with aquatic invertebrates water index technique. The information showed
that these businesses were small and medium size. The people who involve the businesses included owners' tourism
companies, owners' elephant camps, owners' elephants, elephant divers, workers, souvenir sellers, owners’
restaurants, farmers who sell byproducts from farms for elephant forages, veterinary, owners’' homestead and car
divers. The schedule of tour included elephant shows, elephants working, trekking, elephants riding or bamboo river
rafting. Most of elephant camps are near forests rim and rivers because these areas were suitable for tourists to relax
and because they were useful for elephants health. The raised elephants for these activities did not disturbed water
quality. biodiversity and forest ecosystems. However, these activities had no an effect on the forest and biodiversity
increment. The information also showed that elephants in the camps had good physical and mentally health, if
compared with walking in large cities. These businesses seldom develop socioeconomic in local villages, but can

help to solve problems about elephant walking in large cities and can also strengthen tourism activities in national
parks.
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