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This research integrated both qualitative and quantitative methods to study the concept of
the good person according to ethical theories and religious teachings; views concerning the
characteristics of a good person in Thai society; and views about the good person among religious
groups. The study consisted of documentary research and cross-sectional survey. The sample
groups consisted of 399 Buddhists, Christians, and Muslims in Bangkok. The survey method used
was questionnaire.

The results of documentary research showed that a person was good in Egoist terms when
he acts for his long- term self- interest; in Utilitarianist terms when he acted for the majority's
interest; in Kantian terms when he treated the others as end in themselves; in Buddhist terms
when he was mindful and constituted by Xusalas; in Christian terms when he was constituted by
Agape, act in accordance with God's commands, and as God's image; and in Islamic termns when
he was a human being and has faith.

The findings from the cross-sectional survey revealed that, regarding the characteristics of
a good person, all religious groups gave the highest rank to the characteristics taught in their
religions and the lowest rank to Egoist characteristics. All groups ranked either in the first or
second place the characteristics of loving-kindness. Regarding the conduct of the good person,
the Buddhist group found Egoist conduct agreeable while the other two were neutral. Moreover,
the Buddhist group had some views that were not in agreement with their religious teachings
while the Muslim group had all views in accordance with their religious teachings. However,
regarding the views about their decisions in the given situations like a sacrifice for common good,
all groups gave some responses that contradicted their views about the characteristics and conduct
of the good person.

It is suggested that further research should be conducted with a larger sample group, and

there should be a comparative study among important provinces.
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Somszwvsmauy §mau 6,005,570 au Uszannsiiudemmndaan S 260,559 au

'v b o 'U & -3
Uszmnsidufomeuintad S 63,551 au wastiznnsmivtemauidug §um
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Uszrinsiiudenssymsmaun 6.005570 X399 = 378

6,355,100
szmnsiufomauipaa = 260559 X399 = 1639 (16)

6,355,100
Psznnsiiufesnauniads = 63.551X399 = 4

6,355,100
Wznsffuiemaudug = 25,420X399 = L59(1)

6,355,100

59U = 399

(elan3 U, 2539: 77)
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AouA 3 AOUDTUATIAAMUIBINGUALANMAUINEIRUNgANI SUHitaaeDn
dunuusasidussunua (Rating Scale) #1 WUDYBY Likert-type scale

[ A -] Q dy
(Likert, 1976 : 90-95) 117U 24 90 &8 lasvas wveedadn dall

Fofomdi  1-4  dhunfesaiion

Jodond  5-8  Wuuwadedss Tondien
fosondi  9-12  dhamodevesnud

fosowit  13-16  WhansRemumdnwizynamen

FY
fdofin®  17-20 dlunusfemundnenauinsaa

dafomi 21-24  Aluaufaaumanmaudaau
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iz auetista = 5 Wi veudusthsta
g eu = 4 MNEAN BoNSU
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e = 2 vneanun hiveudy
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4.3.4 vt ldhuuugeunwassaeuudlvanugndswdalinaaesld (Try
ou) $WA 30 g Sunduansencuii bilddundudioths s huLIe U ITinAaDs
T linagouniAnIudeiua3ims Cronbach's Alpha 489 AIOULA (Cronbach, 1970)
#20TusunsuduTegyl SPSS/ for Window (Statistical Package for Social Sciences) MAIAIY
Sodukntiu 077 3afet muumeunmetuilidede1d uarannsmiluFumsdudeya

mnaun ldesdlssintam

44 MaRyIwTINTeYn
FivRasofiudeyadisauess miedosmseiunoiiagilssasd uazdoasmuiede
fismveiifaedounzaouni mudusisndeyanseiiludiafeuguaiius-iiiau lavve
anudwileninidte s Fmaed ualdzanmuimlvangunmwuvuas sousnuuvaey
amRudenaiinsuvewdnsmaui Thlsznouiinenauiiuda Tuluad uaziulotald
3 [T ) - o el [] o A
souLLUaaUa1y winsmwesuAulunanferdu lunsdinllazadniumsvesunuluna

r- 3 ") L A ar o
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45 MyAnTEvivoyn

v ldusnuuuasuandwou 399 g 1AFundumndmou 379 ga Aadludevns
94,98 YBALTABUOUMINUA %‘Imfuﬁ%ﬂﬁ1ﬂ1ﬁﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ’ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ‘iiﬁﬂlBQi’I'Bn“ﬁﬂlﬂQllﬁiﬂzﬁjﬂ
l}.ﬂzlﬁﬂﬂ"mﬁﬂﬂ‘l‘mﬂNUSﬂf a5 iiRewnans 35618 winasia (Coding)
augiiensviafiadiein  nmiunsendeyafinaaiouiondsldniowmouRaned o
Fmsevtlszananame TusunsuduTegyl SPSS/ for Window (Statistical Package for Social

Sciences)

16 meamdhmyinsevidoya

4.6.1. Foyadnumzmarszanng Shudeyadnnana inniinsed Tnsldedamons
W33 (descriptive statistic) TAUA AMIWD (Frequencics) 130802 (percentage)
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wirumde (X) uas Auflsanunasgm $.0) dumsmssiusnudasiulaosn  Tasnts
szdiunnnziuunsmmuusangy  uagssdunufiadiuresnguaudman  Suunay
maiiuie Winushindoszdurziuunfindiusnusives sevu fuidiay we (ohn
W. Best, 1964) #1471
anuRarwisMmeansTufiuanseen
ATUUMNRY  1.00-149  wweanwh  livtudavedrbs
suuuiafio  1.50-249  wweanwh  hidhudoe
ATUNUREL  2.50- 349 weanuhn  hilianuiy
ATUMINAG  3.50-449  wwwRawdl  fiudae
AZUUMNRY  4.50- 5.00 wmnenw  Mudvedus
amudatuifmfunseenfumganssuii limnzauvesnuludenyIne
ATMUMNAE  1.00-149  wweamwdh  Wishimbdalene
ATUUWRAY  1.50-2.49 neaua  vewsuld
AzuuMRdy  250-349  wuwwanwdh liwdle
AuuundY  3.50-449  vwieanwd  hidhweusy
ASUULIRAY  4.50- 5.00 menwn  hidieensvets
463 mmenudiuisrivgadnsemaliznnvesndguausemean duiud
wlhidasy  suarmdachudesmmuiuauadadudaun s Taonadul iz AnSanduiud
wuuAes U (Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient) ﬁ?'ﬁ'ﬂﬂ’f’ﬁ‘rmmﬁnﬁhfﬁ 0.01
Moz 0.05
464 WinuFouanudaiusenmuduauivesnduaudemmn Suunatunn
ANUUINIYSEHINT TAEMIA t-test TTUTINGU 2 NG UAZ VAT Frest SEHINNGUANANTDT
2 ngu Tnedisesdmuadnuiitvd iy mieadai 0.05

46.5 nam3anaed Mieusiuglvesmisnalizneudwsseeluuni 5
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AT 1 1 uazdesazveanguateswiuunaudnuazniailsznng
AAEEMIILINNT $uu {ovas
el
R 204 538
Y 175 46.2
DY
23-321 121 319
13-227 113 299
33-421 83 219
43-52 1 40 10.5
53 3 Al 22 5.8

X =3015 SD.=1276 MIN=13 MAX=79

21N
fdadnm 113 29.8
Sudhs 102 269
SUs1NT 88 23.2
duq 30 7.9
T 15 4.0
A 14 3.7
WIS INNY 1 2.9
INBATAT 6 1.6

AN
Usgygnas 147 38.8
WseuAnuIRBUAY 90 23.7
Al eyliggn 57 15.0
TseudAnyumeutatw 36 9.5
ganinlgges 26 69
Uszonufnm 23 6.1

7 379 100
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mauInsad soa uazmedy 9 sansiiiiug aumamouiindadusssiuluniunn
Limudrofiungdnssuft lmurzaw ez msdaduleluanunisal
(r=0.516, 0.790, 0.274 lat p<0.01)

deusnfiasausaznan wud aufufewnsmaunidanudaduiuineay funga
nsuit limnzanednifedfymeadan 005 (r=-0.119 Tau p<005) auftudomaun
ased  SmmAeduiuinwnfunganssui himneaueduiivddymeadan 005 ¢ =
0.110 Tnv p <0.05) aufifudemmadaauiinuinduiuimainfunganssui g ay
uazmadaduleluaomnaetnivodwymeadafl 005 (r= 0169 woz 0102 MWW
Tav p <005 dounuitiufemauiu q TauRaduiuifungAnssuii imuzeavedsiity

AYNNADAN 0.05 UL (r=0.117 1Ay p<0.05) (FIMINR 7)

AITNT 7 sdullszinsanduiuisenirnduaudrnu fu noAnssufiuaasesn ms
voufy woAnssui lmuizan wee nasnaulededoumsal
BUDD CHRI ISLA OTHER GBH BBH SIT
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CHRI 0.516%* -
ISLA 0.790+* -0.029 -
OTHER | 0.274%» -0.010 0.015 .
GBH 0.038 -0.035 -0.009 -0.040 .
BBH 0.119* 0.110* 0.169* 0.017% | 0.277% -
SIT -0.057 -0.045 0.102* -0.006 0.164%F | 0265+ .

**p<0.01, *p <005

BUDD= Wnt CHRI = f3a# ISLA - 8721 OTHER = 8u9q GBH= alwAnmiudenga

-~ = o ar - y v - d
NITHNDIYAND BBH = mmamﬁummmJmmuqunmsnn'lummzﬂu'uaquﬂﬂa SIT =ANNfAHY

= o W oa o
weanumsandule Iuantunisal
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LYY ﬁmm&’uﬁ'ufmm:1nﬁ'ummﬁﬂLﬁudawqﬁnﬁuﬁamﬂwamnﬂnadnﬁﬁu
dWiumeadian 0.05 (r = 0.130 Tay p<0.05)

o1y 01N wazsziunsAny  SanuduiuinemnfuanuAaiuioifunssesiy
wqﬁnsmﬁ'lﬂmmzﬂuwmﬂﬂaBdwﬁﬁuﬁﬁtymmﬁﬁﬁ 0.0 (r = 0.304, 0.193 UAz 0.244 A

§19y Tas p<0.01) ( AIAIT1AN 8)

i \d a/ - ﬁ‘ o’ ar T ar i r
AT 8 mulszansanduiutsznisdnyuznlsznnivonguaud e

@ L) o A =
AL ATTUARETHLTDIA 'J'liJlﬂuﬂuﬂ

AGE WOR EDU REL GBH BBH ST

AGE | - -
WOR 0.367*+ -

EDU 0.151** 0.075 -

REL -0.063 -0.136** 0.245%+ -
GBH 0.081 -0.043 -0.055 0.130* -

BBH 0.304** 0.193** 0.244*> -0.501 0.277** -

SiT 0.061 0.019 0.055 0.046 0.294** 0.254+%* -

**p<0.01, *p<0.05

o P - 4
AGE-9) WOR-81%W EDU - sgAunisiinui REL-e#nau1  GBH - AnufAarudenginssud
LAAYBBAYBIYAAD  BBH - AuAmiwifumssausumgdnssun linzauveayana  SIT - AuAA

siwRratunsdaduisiuaounsal



winldzdmr auonn panI3tenweuTe 4 go

= o i Qr %
8. mmPsumsuanuandavesnufariuimiuansiaism nuihnudvesngunus
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' ' P " w . a o A LI t o - o
nquauARmmaRlmea iy InnuAsfusesrnuilusud hiuandedusiwiiodidy

YNADAT 0.05 (p = 0.756 > 0.05) AINITIN 9

M3 9 nSnuifivuanuuandnvessruAasesanuiluaud veanguauatsmen
VILUNATNA
dunls X S.D. T P
N 3.06 0.28 0.311 0.756
10 3.08 0.29

nquaudThmnfiBogaei  TerwAarudesrmuiui hiuanmedusieiitedy
WHATAR 0.05 (p = 0.06 > 0.05) dIu nquANAMaIRTeENANA Y sTRuMsAnAIeiy taz
Yiudemamneniu Sandariudemnudhuiauduanmiusteited dymendan 005 ¢ =
0.02, 0.05 Liaz 0.01 < 0.05 AWEWL) (Fem319#i 10)
awfi 10 ufSvudfieuanuuandsvesnwanisesnuiiuaui vesnguauaiamea

Fumnaey 01N szAUMIANYY uas maiimivie

als wasnulslsmu Df SS MS F p
o izﬂhaﬂ%n 2 | 5848 0112 | 1500 | 006
GY malungy 325 26.116 8.036
59 | sm 31.964 o
. _ SENTHNGU 7 1.337 0.191 2307 | 0.02*
Gyea molungy 370 30.627 8.278
T 377 31.964
B FEMINNGH 1 s 0.914 0.183 2.189 | 0.05*
spAuMsAnY maolungu 372 31.050 0.347
T 377 31.964
SEHINNGU 3 0.853 0.284 3416 | 001*
A maulungu 374 31111 8.319
- 7 | 319

*p<0.05
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NANAUANATITTe A1 SamuAarudasaudhii hivandafuedeiiud iy
NWABAR 0.05 (p = 0.06 > 0.05) I nquauEernatfie @iy srdumsdnuidiatu
wag Hudemeauiaaiu ﬂmmﬁmﬁm‘?mmmuﬂuﬂuﬁnmﬂdnﬁuathaﬁﬁuﬁﬁtgmmﬁﬁﬁ 0.05
(p = 0.02, 0.05 1Az 0.01 < 0.05 ML) (RIMINH 10) sodu Wedeemnsuhordn szau
msfn war msiudemmnlausndieiuthe Seiinmaneufiusegdei® LSD  (Least

Significant Difference) WU

ni [ r=1 = 2] é'l = 13 s a 9
audhninfnulianufariuissenauniluauduands luntsaufuaundludissms,
AUNNDIINI VN uazAuFdiuuutiig (-8.720, -0.110 uag -0.183) Iasaundwindnufisunae
é =l [] P T by
anuaantusesanuduaudioonmuidudrsnsuazieitiu (X = 2.99 < 3.08 uaz 3.18

AWAINL) F9RIT NN 11

MIRA 1 A muena Yo ARRuGS e Iliuaud vaanguauamn Sunaiy

8130 1au147% LSD (Least Significant Difference)

. Aowr | swms | fwnn | Sya | Sudw | nwes | widhu | Buq
915N
2.99 3.08 3.05 3.06 3.10 32 318 2.94

>

Ao | 299 -
519015 { 3.08 | -8.720¢ -
Muw | 305§ -5820 | 2.900 -
3y 3.06 | 6640 | 2073 | -8.271 -
UV [ 3.0 | -0.100% | 2320 | 5220 | -4.401 -
inuas | 302 | 0126 | 3971 | 6870 | -6.040 | -1.651 -
withy | 3.8 | -0.183* | 9641 | 0425 | 0117 | -7.310 | -5.661 .
auq  [294 | 4983 | -0137¢ | 0108 | 0116 | 0160* | 0176 | 0.233* -

*p<0.05
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seaumsAny 1aold3T LSD (Least Significant Difference)

N Uszony u.Au uilae e/ Sygwi | >1Sygnas
FEAUNTS -
. ayUiggn
A _
X 3.09 298 3.04 3.13 3.06 3.10

Uszou 3.09 -
A 298 | 0.112 -
nalaw 3.04 | 4831 -6.410 -

Wsasoylian | 3.13 | -3.750 -0.149* -8.580 -
Uigonans 3.06 | 3.747 ~7.500 -1.080 7.494 -
>Syoes {300 | -7.660 -0.120 -5.600 2.980 -4.510 -

*p<0.05
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=i 3 - A ' ’ o
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U e _
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*p<0.05
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

An Ethical Study of the Concept of Good Person:
A Case study of the Views of Different Religious Groups in

Bangkok

1. Abstract

This research integrated both qualitative and quantitative methods to study the concept of
good person according to ethical theories and religious teachings; the views concemning the
characteristics of good person in the Thai society; and the views about good person among
religious groups. The study consisted of documentary research and cross-sectional survey. The
sample groups consisted of 399 Buddhists, Christians, and Muslims in Bangkok. The tool was
questionnaire,

The results of documentary research showed that a person is good in Egoist terms when
he acts for his long- term self- interest; in Utilitarianist terms when he acts for the majority's
interest; in Kantian terms when he treats the others as end in themselves: in Buddhist terms when
he is mindful and constituted by Kusalas; in Christian terms when he is constituted by Agape, act
in accordance with God's commands, and as God's image; and in Islamic terms when he lives as
human being and has faith.

The results of cross-sectional survey found that, regarding the characteristics of good

person, all religious groups gave the highest rank to the characteristics taught in their religions and
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the lowest rank to Egoist characteristics. All groups ranked either in the first or second place the
characteristics of loving-kindness.

Regarding the conducts of good person, Buddhist group found Egoist conducts agreeable
while the other two were neutral. Moreover, Buddhist group had some views that were not in
agreement with religious teachings while Muslim group had all views in accordance with their
religious teachings. However, regarding the views about their decisions in given situations like a
sacrifice for common good, all groups gave responses that contradicted their views about the
characteristics and conducts of good person.

It is suggested that further research be conducted with larger sample group, and there

should be a comparative study among important provinces.

2. Background

Usually, we all share a basic belief that morally good individuals are one of the important
factors that contribute to a good society. A good indicator is an indispensable aim of education
which consists in an inculcation of a moral character into the young members of the society .
According to the Thai culture, it is generally held that to be a good person is to be honest,
generous, kind, humble, and grateful. However, a close scrutiny suffices to show that the
uniformity of the ideas pertaining to the characteristics of a good person is lacking. They instead
vary from one social group to another.

One social group may perceive a form of behavior to belong to a good person while it is

considered by another to be totally irrelevant to a moral character or even belong to a fool who
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misses a chance to take advantage. Moreover, certain forms of behavior have negative impacts on
the society, but they are peceived to be the acts of a good person by some social groups (i‘ﬁﬁuﬁ
ﬁ‘i‘jlﬂﬁfa, 2542 : 31). Besides, some individuals who have certain features believed to constitute
a good person-- like a high social status or a good education -- did abominable deeds. lllustrations
of such perplexity are briefly shown in what follows.

Some Thais praise those who can get away with it after they successfully pursue their
egoistic purposes in dishonest ways. The achievement of an individual's ends irrespective of
means is acceptable (FURANYE YYFANA uosdIAaN WUANI2TIY, 2533 ©8 ). As a result,
many Thais not only do not respect rules but aiways find a chance to break or bend them for their
own advantages. Moreover, it is not hard to find people who express their belief in certain
principles like democracy, but refuse to follow them if their interests are crossed. Thus, it is
ironical that those who take advantage and slip out of the legal hands are seen as wise while those
who respect the rules despite themselves are instead a fool.

The Thai culture endorses a patron-client relationship. Those who give to others are
deemed to be a good person in all cases. For example, there was a controversy over the deed of a
parliamentary member who, after appointed to a position in the cabinet, skillfully drew to his
electorate the budgets that should be distributed to other provinces in greater need. In principle,
this is unjust because the budgets belong to the country for the country, not a particular area with

some MP's political establishment. However, it turned out that people in his electorate found it

very satisfying since the MP in question did the duty of a good patron. They thought that they had
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made the right decision to vote for him. And their decision was snugly in accordance with the
government's electoral campaign that people should vote for the good,

The Thai society admires and honors the rich. Moreover, people of high rank are also
considered to be good persons. That is why there are proverbs like "HRAUNUINIDY Ineuinn
'ﬁ'l" or "F1UMBUVUT WITOUNDUITBI". The importance given to high status leads to a lot of
problems. For example, some civil servants are corrupted because they want to be rich and so
honorable; and they want money for the bribes to have themselves moved to a higher rank. It is
not a surprise that Thailand is always ranked as one of the countries with serious problem of
corruption.

Another illustration is the belief that seniority is a constituent of a good person who is
dependable and facilitate social peace. The young have the duty to obey and serve the senior. If
these are fulfilled, they are considered to be a good person. This is evident in the proverb "AUAIN
Q"lmgi v Liidar, However, seniority does not garantee morality. It is not rare the picture of
people trying to depend on the senior who should not, and can not, be depended on for they lack
wisdom and justice. This contributes to a problem, rather than solve it.

Thus, it is clear that social thoughts do not correspond to the reality. This wamns us that, if
we really want to promote a good social condition in line with the above basic belief, we can not
rely on the society's definition of good person. Yet, another problem follows. That is, if not that of
the society, what standard should we use to sort the good from the bad? Ethics and major religions

-- Buddhism, Christianity and Islam-- should provide us with the needed resources. Therefore, an
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objective of this thesis is to explore the concept of good person as appeared in these systems of
thought.

Another interesting point is whether believers of different religions have different
concept of good person. That is because it is believed on the one hand that religion has a great
influence on people's thoughts; on the other hand, these people live in the same society. As a
result, an inquiry into this is also an objective of this thesis. The results of the study is hoped to

show us a guideline for promoting a suitable view of good person.

3. Objectives

1. To study the concept of good person in Ethics and major religions.
2. To study the concept of good person in the Thai society.

3. To study the views about good person among religious groups in Bangkok.

4. Scope

The research explores the concept of good person in the Thai society, in the western
ethical theories, and in the Buddhist, Christian, and Islamic ethics. Moreover, the correlation
between the belief in a religion and the idea of what constitutes a good person is also studied

among people in Bangkok.
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5. Methodologies

The study consists of two parts as follows:

1. Documentary research: The related literature is reviewed in the exploration of the
concept of good person in the Thai society, western ethics, and major religions.

2. Field study: Questionnaire is designed to collect data of the views about good person
held by 399 Bangkokians belonging to different religious groups -- Buddhist, Christian, and
Islamic. The questionnaire consists of three parts. The first part asks the respondents to rank the
given characteristics of good person; the second part presents the respondents with a set of
conducts unacceptable on their religious bases and ask whether they find them acceptable; the last

part consists of situations for which the respondents are asked to choose a decision.

6. Anticipated Benefits

1. Knowledge about the concept of good person in western ethics and major religions.
2. Knowledge about the concept of good person in the Thai society.

3. Knowledge about the correlation between the held religious beliefs and the view of

good person.

7. Results and Discussions

It was found that a person is good in Egoist terms when he acts for his long- term self-
interest; in Utilitarianist terms when he acts for the majority's interest; in Kantian terms when he

treats the others as end in themselves; in Buddhist terms when he is mindful and constituted by
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Kusalas; in Christian terms when he is constituted by Agape, act in accordance with God's
commands, and as God's image; and in Islamic terms when he lives as human being and has faith.
Moreover, it was found that, when statistically tested, the samples from different religious
groups did not have different views about good person. The followings are discussion of the
results according to each part of the questionnaire—characteristics of good person, opinions about

conducts” acceptability, and decisions in given situations.

7.1 Characteristics of ‘Good Person’

There is a widespread view that more and more Thais consider to be desirable those
people who know how to take care of their self-interests. However, this trend is not reflected in the
results because all religious groups gave the lowest rank to the egoist quality as a necessary
element of the characteristics of good person.

It is remarkable that all religious groups gave the first rank to the characteristics as taught
in their religions. That is, the Buddhist samples gave the highest rank to mindfulness, the Christian
samples to treatment of others with love, and the Muslim samples to unshakable faith.

Considered as a whole, treatment of others with love was ranked high in all groups. That
is, it held the first place in case of the Christian samples and the second place in case of the
Buddhist and Muslim samples.

It is also noticeable that the Buddhist and Christian samples seemed to give prionty to

benefit over principle, which is contrary to the Muslim samples. However, unlike the Christian
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and Muslim samples, the Buddhist samples found the following characteristics to be less

agreeable: dependence on the holy, belief in grace, and strict obedience to the authorities.

7.2 Opinions about Conducts” Acceptability

As a whole, the Buddhist samples found those conducts with egoist clement to be
acceptable while the other two groups of the samples were neutral. Moreover, the Buddhist
samples were uncertain whether commercial and premarital sex, and alcohol drinking were
acceptable even though these conducts are against the religion’s moral prescriptions.

It is remarkable that the Christian samples found the unfaithful conduct to be very
unacceptable. However, they were uncertain whether porographic modeling and alcohol drinking
were acceptable. Also remarkable is that they were uncertain about the acceptability of
absenteeism and avoidance of hard work.

The Muslim samples found all the conducts to be unacceptable. Therefore, their views

were in conformity with their religious teachings.

7.3 Decisions in Given Situations

When asked whether they would lie their friends to gain some advantage, 59.8 per cent of
the Buddhist samples and 71.4 per cent of the Christian samples answered they would while 56.2
per cent of the Muslim samples gave the contrary response. It is remarkable that the numbers of

those who gave the positive and those who gave the negative response among each group of the
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samples are close even though, in the ghove section, most of them found the conduct of betraying
friends fo be diségreeablg.

Moreover, in the situation where one had te decide whether one would marry a person
from different faith, 93.7 per cent of the Muslim samples gave a negative response while 61.5 per
cent of the Buddhist samples and 57.1percent of the Christian samples answerea they would dp so.

Furthermore, 100 pef cent of the Muslimrsamples, 70.6 per cent of the Buddhist samples‘
and 71.7 per cent of the Christian samples résponded that they would not forgive those who

unjustly offended them.

8. Suggestions

1. A further study should be conducted in order to find out the views about good person
among wider population, and a comparison should be made between the samples in the urban and
rural areas.

2. It was found that, unlike the other two groups, the Buddhist samples gave many responses
that were not in accordance with the religious teachings even though the conducts they did not
find to be disagréeable are parts of the serious social problems today—for example, prostitution,
pornography, premature sex. Therefore, the involved partieé. shéuld take this into considération to

promote the right views.





