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dulslumewumsel (aAnuAamuisosrdiuau®) wuh
Ao N <t = o e o L Y or aa o [ o oy
AuRtutemTUIMs TnuAsduRuifuesiiisdAgneada 71001 fuauihiude
AAUIRS AR DA uagsmusy q uaasbitiud suyamalinnuAaituassiuluanuda
himumenungdnssui limuzay uaz msdadulyluaaumisl
(r=0.516, 0.790, 0.274 lay p <0.01)

& £ T 1 “‘ s = o L @ =
BLLUAN DT IADSAIAUT WU ﬂu‘lﬂuvﬁﬁlﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁﬁ"lﬁu’}ﬁﬂ'l'lﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂwuﬁﬂ'lﬁﬁ‘u NUNGA

[]
= ar

nssuit limuzausdnihiudWomatan 005 (r=-0.119 lao p <005 Aumivdemaul

3ol

aSed mmdediiuinnfunganssui lmns auetuihivddymeatan 005 « =
0.110 1Ay p<0.05) aufirufemmndaauiinnudaduiuineinfunganssui limnsan
unzmisaduleluanunisaiednifodiymeadai 005 = 0.169 w0z 0.102 mwdiw
Tao p<005) drunuiuiommniu q fanuAaduiuifunganssui lmnzaueiniidy

=Y

FrAgnNatan 0.05 ®wufu (r=0.117 las p<0.05) (FImMann 7)

m31ef 7 mdutlszAntamduiuisniunguausenau fy woAnssufiuaasesn ms
gouiu woAnIsui lmuizan wee ndedulededammsol
BUDD CHRI ISLA OTHER GBH BBH SIT
BUDD -
CHRI 0.516%* -
ISLA 0.790%# -0.029 .
OTHER | 0274% -0.010 0.015 .
GBH 0.038 -0.035 -0.009 -0.040 :
BBH 0.119% 0.110% 0.169* 0.117F | 0277+ -
SIT -0.057 -0.045 0.102* -0.006 0.164%% | 0265 .

**p<001, *p<005

= = - a = r -
BUDD= Wns CHRI = A50A ISLA = 8d@ OTHER = U< GBH= ATAAMUABNGA

-~ 3 ar ar o H - o
NIIUNBIYARA  BBH = mnAnniuiuifumsseniimgAnssud livnzauvaayana  SIT =Anufiam

4w v a @
Wearumsaadulowaaunsal
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menn ﬁmmé‘r’uﬁuﬁmmanf‘n’ummﬁmﬁudawqﬁnﬁuﬁamﬂwamnﬂaadnﬁﬁu
mﬁ’mnuaﬁﬁﬁ 0.05 (r=0.130 Tag p <0.05)

oy 019N uavsERuNIANYY SaowduiuimannsuarRntuitiunsseusy
wodnssuf himuzauvesyanastiihfodfamaadanl 0.01 (r = 0.304, 0.193 UAz 0.244 A

19y Tau p<0.01) ( AIA1319N 8)

AT 8 mdlszdnTanduiusszniteanyuenilssannivoanguansemau

Qs a o A =
il ﬂ’ﬂﬂﬂﬂtﬂuﬁﬂ%ﬂ'ﬂutﬂuﬂuﬂ

AGE WOR EDU REL GBH BBH SIT

AGE - ‘ N
WOR 0367+

EDU 0.151%* 0.075 -

REL -0.063 -0.136%* 0.245%* -
GBH 0.081 -0.043 -0.055 0.130* -

BBH 0.304** 0.193** 0.244** -0.501 0.277** -

SIT 0.061 0.0t9 0.055 0.046 0.294** 0.254%* -

**n<0.01, *p<0.05

w O - 3
AGE-81§ WOR-219n EDU-se#unmisdinul REL-eaw1  GBH - AnwAnmiudenganssui
uAIBRRYBIYANA  BBH - AnwAtiwiifumsseusungdnssui hiimnzouveayana  SIT - nwdia

o a' as w_om o
Wwhotumsaadu s luaeumsel
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Al SuunmNdnyurmaliznns wun
' ' P o oo = d A LI Y - o
nquanANmmanlmaa iy InnuAsfusessnuilusud liuandefusiuiniodiny

NNANAN 0.05 (p = 0.756 > 0.05) AIAMITIN 9

M3 9 nSsuidivnrnuuansavessaiadessrnuiluand vesnguanssmaun
FTULNA TN
B Anls X S.D. T p
wija 306 | 028 | oan | o7
L 3.05 0.29

njuAsshauideaeiu  BanwAashuese i@ liuandratuedeiited iy
WIATAT 0.05 (p = 0.06 > 0.05) FIM NFUAUAWMALIRTOTWAITY SYAUMIANINAIAY U
HudarmaAaiy :T'Jﬂ:nnﬁmﬁus%"'mﬂ’nmﬂuﬂu?umﬂﬁwﬁ'ummﬁﬁuﬁﬁngmwﬁﬁﬁ 005 (p=
0.02, 0.05 Uz 0.01 <0.05 AW (Fem15197t 10)
M3eh 10 aBeufirusuuendisvessnuaniesnnuiiuaui veanduauaismeau

FuupA LBy 813N STAUMIANYY uas maniivie

fauls umdanlsilsiu Df SS MS F P
N - s:wiuﬁ%u 2 | 588 0112 | 1500 | 006
a1y matungy 325 26.116 8.036
59 | m 31.964 )
- 7 SENTHNGH 7 1.337 0.191 2307 | 0.02*
01BN nolungu 370 30.627 8.278
5 377 31.964
B TEMINNGY s | 094 0183 | 2189 | 0.0s°
szAuNTs AN molungu 2 31.050 0.347
5 377 31.964
FTHINNGY 3 0.853 0.284 3416 | 001*
Aau) mulunau 374 31111 8.319
- 177 | 31964

*p<0.05
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=4 ]

U L ﬂ' Q =y d 4 t T g + L -] r
nauAuARTUIRTo gty damAamuFesanuiiug liuandrsfueieinlody
VNADAN 0.05 (p = 0.06 > 0.05) U nNfuANANMAURAToTwA Y sEAUMsANYIA1IAY
CY A | ] [ | “ o A =) 1 @ L Y ar aaa
uag TutemawiAniu Inmattusemmniuauduenaniusisiidoddgmaian 0.0s
o_ o Qr -=i L : A v a0
(p = 0.02, 0.05 Az 0.01 < 0.05 MUAIAY) (Fem3 e 10) Aniu tedpesmIniuihen seduy
msfnm waz mstiudemanlauandifutin Seiimmageudiuiedd i LSD  (Least

Significant Difference) WU

1 o P a 4 a » o =
aundhninfnyiianuaariuseaarudluauauanad i lunauduaundludssms,
AunTodws Ui sarauidiuuuiiu (-8.720, -0.110 uaz -0.183) Tasaundlinindnufisumde
P = ] 4 T gy
anuaariuisesnusiuaudloonuRE U URZ T (X = 2.99 < 3.08 uaz 3.18

ATURIW) faasen 1l

AR 11 anuuanaYesn Aaiiuseanuiuaud voenguauanmau Suunai

2131 1au143% LSD (Least Significant Difference)

. A | swms | e | Sy fadn | nwes | widhw | dug
915N
2.99 3.08 3.05 3.06 3.10 3.12 3.18 2.94

<l

ERVE 2.99 -
57075 | 3.08 | -8.720* -
Amne | 3.05 1 5820 | 2.900 -

ar

$39 3.06 | -6.640 | 2073 | -8271 -

¥

IV 310 | -0.110* -2.320 -5.220 -4.401 -

€

Wwuas | 302 | 0126 | 3971 | -6.870 | -6.040 | -1.651 -
withu | 318 | -0.183* | 9641 | 0.425 | 0.117 | -7.310 | -5.661 -
duq | 294 | 4983 | -0.137* | 0108 | 0116 | 0160% | 0176 | 0.233* -

*p<005



wizldndma owen HANTYISOMIRIUY [ 82

r.s'h:t Qr o Y oy & d'l = Il
aundinsAnuszduisoudnumeuduiinnufadius s uiiuauuand e lunon
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. ] a2 49 : - ] s Y o —
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298 <3.13) F9AI51NN 12

‘H’ J = A L= U + Q
AN 12 ﬂ’]'lilkmﬂﬂ'N‘d'E]\iﬂ’ﬂ‘Llﬂﬂlﬁﬂlﬁﬂdﬂ?'ml{luﬂlmﬂlﬂﬂ AQUAHATWATUT VUUNATY

szaumsAny 1avld33 LSD (Least Significant Difference)

N Jszana u.au ualan 176/ Wygws | >1Sggnas
SEAUNTS -
- g
fu) .
X 3.09 2.08 3.04 3.13 3.06 3.10

Uszou = 3.09 -
u.fu 298 | 0.112 -
uilaw 3.04 4.831 -6.410 -

Waseylian | 303 | <3750 | -0.149* | -8.580 -
Uiy a3 3.06 | 3.747 -7.500 -1.080 7.494 -
>Sgaes | 300 | 7660 | -0.120 | -5.600 2.980 4,510 ]

*p<0.05
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= A ¥ '

a ar » 1 o A -
medaam -0.182) lasauffuiomaumms Sdundeniufariuiswmnudusuddesnd

oo o a — e A a - a d &
AUNHUODMTUIBTAIN (X = 3.05 < 3.23) LAY AUNHLOOM U IDTINUAIUAAIMEITOANU
=) * r ﬂ; W A a[ LTI | - ~
Auauausnarnlunien fu aufitudemauidu q (0.537) Tnsauiiutomauisaaiy Im

masANuAaNInATIAUITUSomauIdn q (X =3.23 > 2.69) A3 13

H ' - A ] » °
MINA 13 anuuanssssnnuRarinsenmiuaud venguauammn Sunnay

seumiude Taoeldls LSD (Least Significant Difference)

P WNE AT oA daaty qu
MINULDD _
X 3.05 3.03 3.23 2.69
WNE 3.05 -
nsan 3.03 2.241 .
daatm 3.3 -0.182* 0.204 -
Fu 2.69 0.355 0.333 0.537* .

*p<0.05
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sazlszmuinounudTurimuzasanguaudiseneauniu g3 1aUszanald faliarsei 14)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

An Ethical Study of the Concept of Good Person:
A Case study of the Views of Different Religious Groups in

Bangkok

1. Abstract

This research integrated both qualitative and quantitative methods to study the concept of
good person according to ethical theories and religious teachings; the views concerning the
characteristics of good person in the Thai society; and the views about good person among
religious groups. The study consisted of documentary research and cross-sectional survey. The
sample groups consisted of 399 Buddhists, Christians, and Muslims in Bangkok. The tool was
questionnaire,

The results of documentary research showed that a person is good in Egoist terms when
he acts for his long- term self- interest; in Utilitarianist terms when he acts for the majority's
interest; in Kantian terms when he treats the others as end in themselves; in Buddhist terms when
he is mindful and constituted by Kusalas; in Christian terms when he is constituted by Agape, act
in accordance with God's commands, and as God's image; and in Islamic terms when he lives as
human being and has faith.

The results of cross-sectional survey found that, regarding the characteristics of good

person, all religious groups gave the highest rank to the characteristics taught in their religions and
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the lowest rank to Egoist characteristics. All groups ranked either in the first or second place the
characteristics of loving-kindness.

Regarding the conducts of good person, Buddhist group found Egoist conducts agreeable
while the other two were neutral. Moreover, Buddhist group had some views that were not in
agreement with religious teachings while Muslim group had all views in accordance with their
religious teachings. However, regarding the views about their decisions in given situations like a
sacrifice for common good, all groups gave responses that contradicted their views about the
characteristics and conducts of good person.

It is suggested that further research be conducted with larger sample group, and there

should be a comparative study among important provinces.

2. Background

Usually, we all share a basic belief that morally good individuals are one of the important
factors that contribute to a good society. A good indicator is an indispensable aim of education
which consists in an inculcation of a moral character into the young members of the society .
According to the Thai culture, it is generally held that to be a good person is to be honest,
generous, kind, humble, and grateful, However, a close scrutiny suffices to show that the
uniformity of the ideas pertaining to the characteristics of a good person is lacking. They instead
vary from ong social group to another.

One social group may perceive a fonm of behavior 10 belong to a good person while it is

considered by another to be totally irrelevant 1o a moral character or even belong to a fool who
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misses a chance to take advantage. Moreover, certain forms of behavior have negative impacts on
the society, but they are peceived to be the acts of a good person by some social groups (Eﬁﬁuﬁ
5354 [%A, 2542 : 31). Besides, some individuals who have certain features believed to constitute
a good person-- like a high social status or a good education -- did abominable deeds. Illustrations
of such perplexity are briefly shown in what follows.

Some Thais praise those who can get away with it after they successfully pursue their
egoistic purposes in dishonest ways. The achievement of an individual's ends irrespective of
means is acceptable (IURIANTY) YYFANA LD TUAMI2TIV, 2533 18 ). As a result,
many Thais not only do not respect rules but always find a chance to break or bend them for their
own advantages. Moreover, it is not hard to find people who express their belief in certain
principles like democracy, but refuse to follow them if their interests are crossed. Thus, it is
ironical that those who take advantage and slip out of the legal hands are seen as wise while those
who respect the rules despite themselves are instead a fool.

The Thai culture endorses a palron-client relationship. Those who give to others are
deemed to be a good person in all cases. For example, there was a controversy over the deed of a
parliamentary member who, after appointed to a position in the cabinet, skillfully drew to his
electorate the budgets that should be distributed to other provinces in greater need. In principle,
this is unjust because the budgets belong to the country for the country, not a particular area with

some MP's political establishment. However, it turned out that people in his electorate found it

very satisfying since the MP in question did the duty of a good patron. They thought that they had
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made the right decision to vote for him. And their decision was snugly in accordance with the
government's electoral campaign that people should vote for the good.

The Thai society admires and honors the rich. Moreover, people of high rank are also
considered to be good persons. That is why there are proverbs like Hdwnivinios Imeaiun
'Fi" or "H1UMTBDUT WITOUNDYULIDA". The importance given to high status leads to a lot of
problems. For example, some civil servants are cormupted because they want to be rich and so
honorable; and they want money for the bribes to have themselves moved to a higher rank. It is
not a surprise that Thailand is always ranked as cne of the countries with serious problem of
corruption.

Another illustration is the belief that seniority is a constituent of a good person who is
dependable and facilitate social peace. The young have the duty to obey and serve the senior. If
these are fulfitled, they are considered to be a good person. This is evident in the proverb "AUAIN
mﬁ'{g vu i, However, seniority does not garantee morality. It is not rare the picture of
people trying to depend on the senior who should not, and can not, be depended on for they lack
wisdom and justice. This contributes to a problem, rather than solve it.

Thus, it is clear that social thoughts do not correspond to the reality. This wams us that, if
we really want to promote a good social condition in line with the above basic belief, we can not
rely on the society's definition of good person. Yet, another problem follows. That is, if not that of

the society, what standard should we use to sort the good from the bad? Ethics and major religions

-- Buddhism, Christianity and Islam-- should provide us with the needed resources. Therefore, an



wizldadms auewn EXECUTIVE SUMMARY / 120

objective of this thesis is to explore the concept of good person as appeared in these systems of
thought.

Another interesting point is whether believers of different religions have different
concept of good person. That is because it is believed on the one hand that religion has a great
influence on people's thoughts; on the other hand, these people live in the same society. As a
result, an inquiry into this is also an objective of this thesis. The results of the study is hoped to

show us a guideline for promoting a suitable view of good person.

3. Objectives

1. To study the concept of good person in Ethics and major religions.
2. To study the concept of good person in the Thai society.

3. To study the views about good person among religious groups in Bangkok.

4. Scope

The research explores the concept of good person in the Thai society, in the western
ethical theories, and in the Buddhist, Christian, and Islamic ethics. Moreover, the correlation
between the belief in a religion and the idea of what constitutes a good person is also studied

among people in Bangkok.
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5. Methodologies

The study consists of two parts as follows:

1. Documentary research: The related literature is reviewed in the exploration of the
concept of good person in the Thai society, western ethics, and major religions.

2. Field study: Questionnaire is designed to collect data of the views about good person
held by 399 Bangkokians belonging to different religious groups -- Buddhist, Christian, and
Islamic. The questionnaire consists of three parts. The first part asks the respondents to rank the
given characteristics of good person; the second part presents the respondents with a set of
conducts unacceptable on their religious bases and ask whether they find them acceptable; the last

part consists of situations for which the respondents are asked to choose a decision.

6. Anticipated Benefits

1. Knowledge about the concept of good person in western ethics and major religions.
2. Knowledge about the concept of good person in the Thai society.
3. Knowledge about the correlation between the held religious beliefs and the view of

good person.

7. Results and Discussions

It was found that a person is good in Egoist terms when he acts for his long- term self-
interest; in Utilitarianist terms when he acts for the majority's interest; in Kantian terms when he

treats the others as end in themselves; in Buddhist terms when he is mindful and constituted by
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Kusalas; in Christian terms when he is constituted by Apgape, act in accordance with God's
commands, and as God's image; and in Islamic terms when he lives as human being and has faith,
Moreover, it was found that, when statistically tested, the samples from different religious
groups did not have different views about good person. The followings are discussion of the
results according to each part of the questionnaire—characteristics of good person, opinions about

conducts’ acceptability, and decisions in given situations.

7.1 Characteristics of ‘Good Person’

There is a widespread view that more and more Thais consider to be desirable those
people who know how to take care of their self-interests. However, this trend is not reflected in the
results because all religious groups gave the lowest rank to the egoist quality as a necessary
element of the characteristics of good person.

It is remarkable that all religious groups gave the first rank to the characteristics as taught
in their religions. That is, the Buddhist samples gave the highest rank to mindfulness, the Christian
samples to treatment of others with love, and the Muslim samples to unshakable faith.

Considered as a whole, treatment of others with love was ranked high in all groups. That
is, it held the first place in case of the Christian samples and the second place in case of the
Buddhist and Muslim samples.

It is also noticeable that the Buddhist and Christian samples seemed to give priority to

benefit over principle, which is contrary to the Muslim samples. However, unlike the Christian
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and Muslim samples, the Buddhist samples found the following characteristics to be less

agreeable: dependence on the holy, belief in grace, and strict obedience 1o the authorities.

7.2 Opinions about Conducts’ Acceptability

As a whole, the Buddhist samples found those conducts with egoist element to be
acceptable while the other two groups of the samples were neutral. Moreover, the Buddhist
samples were uncertain whether commercial and premarital sex, and alcohol drinking were
acceptable even though these conducts are against the religion’s moral prescriptions.

It is remarkable that the Christian samples found the unfaithful conduct to be very
unacceptable. However, they were uncertain whether pomographic modeling and alcohol drinking
were acceptable. Also remarkable is that they were uncertain about the acceptability of
absenteeism and avoidance of hard work.

The Muslim samples found all the conducts to be unacceptable. Therefore, their views

were in conformity with their religious teachings.

7.3 Decisions in Given Situations

When asked whether they would lie their friends to gain some advantage, 59.8 per cent of
the Buddhist samples and 71.4 per cent of the Christian samples answered they would while 56.2
per cent of the Muslim samples gave the contrary response. It is remarkable that the numbers of

those who gave the positive and those who gave the negative response among each group of the
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samples are close even though, in the ghove section, most of them found the conduct of betraying
friends to be disaltgreeablg.

Moreover, in the situation where one had to decide whether one would marry a person
from different faith, 3.7 per cent of the Muslim samples gave a negative response while 61.5 per
cent of the Buddhist samples and 57.1percent of the Christian samples answere& they would do so.

Furthermore, 100 pef cent of the Muslim samples, 70.6 per cent of the Buddhist samplesl
and 71.7 per cent of the Christian samples résponded that they would not forgive those who

unjustly offended them.

8. Suggestions

1. A further study should be conducted in order to find out the views about good person
among wider population, and a comparison should be made between the samples in the urban and
rural areas,

2. It was found that, unlike the other two groups, the Buddhist samples gave many responses
that were not in accordance with the religious teachings even though the conducts they did not
find to be disagreeable are parts of the serious social problems today—for example, prostitution,
pornography, premature sex. Therefore, the involved paﬂie§ should take this into considc;ration to

promote the right views.



