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THE VIRTUES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO A STRONG AND FLOURISING
SOCIETY : A CASE STUDY OF THE THINKERS’ VIEWS IN THAI SOCIETY

VATTAKORN RUANGJINDAVAILAI 4236588 SHES/M
M.A. (ETHICAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS : WARIYA CHINWANNO, M.A., Ph.D., SUMMANA
TANGKANASING, M.A., Ph.D, PAKORN SINGSURIYA, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research is qualitative research, which is divided into two parts : documentary and field
researches. The objectives of this research are to study the concept of virtues, the concept of a
strong and flourishing society, the relationship between virtue and a strong and flourishing
society, and the virfues that contribute to a strong and flourishing society.

The results of the study, related to the first objective, show that Aristotle divided the virtues
of the soul and said that some were virtues of character and others of intellect. The moral virtues
arc a state of character concerned with the choice lying between two extream, this being
determined by a rational principle, where the mean of practical wisdom would determine choices.
The intellectual virtues were investigated, that is, the virtues which accompany the proper
exercise of reason in its various functions. The primary tasks of intetlect are first, to give us
knowledge of invariable and fixed principles and, second, to provide a rational guide for action in
daily life.

The results of the study, related to the second objective, are that a strong society means an
assembly of citizens who have civic consciousness based on common awareness of the social
problems. It consists of the public sector, the private sector, and the civic sector. All of them solve
problems by community spirit, generosity etc. within the civic network.

The results of the study, related to the third objective, are that Aristotle’s concept of virtue is
related to a strong society. That is to say, society will be strong and flourishing if and only if the
people in society have virtues such as self-discipline, moral courage, public mindedness, and
generosity, etc.. If people lack these virtues, a strong society will be impaossible, because strong
seciety must have virtues as its foundation.

The results of the study, related to the fourth objective, are that most thinkers believe that
there are nine virtues that contribute to a strong society. They are as follows : 1) honesty, 2}
generosity, 3} public mindedness, 4) gratefulness, 5) trust, 6) being a good model citizen, 7)
courage to express different opinions, 8) not falling victim to capitalism, 9) faithfulness to truth.

It is suggested that there should be a study that integrates both quantitative and qualitative
methods on the same issue from the perspective of Thai society. Moreover, there should also be a
study that intensively compares moral virtues contributing to “strong society” from the
perspectives of Thai and foreign thinkers or experts.

KEY WORDS : VIRTUES / CIVIL SOCIETY / STRONG SOCIETY
111 P. ISBN 974-04-4191-2
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= = = o a . & : » o
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F3INY (Biology), ¥ INI (Psychology) Uszinmiiaes Founii emaasnial §i1&" (Practical
Sciences) AITU T IANUTOU (Nicomachean Ethics), giailiu (Eudemian Ethics). Sgemaay
(Politics) uazdssingario Sond) “maniniedIun” (Poetical Scinces) A9IFL 1NN

(Rhetoric), A (Poetics) LAY ﬂﬁiﬂﬂiﬁﬁ{(Logic) (Albert , 1984 : 30)
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(Gould, 1988 : 204)
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