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The objectives of this research is aimed at studying Buddhists’ views of the
relation between paying respect and following the good way of life of Buddhism in
Thai society. The study consisted of documentary research and a cross-sectional
survey. The sample group consisted of 399 Buddhists in Bangkok. The survey method

used was a questionnaire.

The right way of paying respect to Buddhism is to venerate the Lord Buddha,
Thamma, and Sangkha for a life time. The research documents found that Buddhism
is a way of life and a means of finding inner peace without respect to the supernatural
powers. It does not teaches one to believe in one’s sins that can be forgiven by God. It
teaches there is no God who created the world and controls man’s destiny. There are
three fundamental principles, namely, not to do any evil, to do good, and to purify the
mind. Every Buddhist can attain the highest level by his own effort by living a good
life. This way is called the Noble Eightfold Path. Nowadays, most Buddhists in Thai
society do not understand the meaning of the right way. They take Buddhism in the

ritual dimension and believe in destiny and black magic.

The results of the study revealed that Buddhists who strove for enlightenment
viewed paying respect to Buddhism and following a good life at the highest level.
Buddhists who believed in the power of gods(Kuan — Im) and Buddhists who believed
in the power of Rama V were at a high level. Buddhists who were walking around
shopping center at Center Point viewed paying respects and following the right
way of a good life in Buddhism were at the lowest level . This is a way wrong view of

Buddhism.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. INTRODUCTION

Religion is one of social institutions which is important to stimulate interest in
national cultures, a good way of human brings and view about the environment.
Although religions have different origins of doctrine and practice, they have good
purposes to solve the problems of human beings especially suffering in mind.
Therefore, religions are the knowledge of the right way of life as light which helps
human beings to meet peace and friendship in society as Gandhi believed that
“education without the study of religions is incomplete. Religion, in its varied forms, is
not only a legitimate intellectual pursuit but a vital aspect of human culture and

civilization.”’

Looking back into Thai history, the close relationship between Buddhists and the
Thai nation is clearly seen. Thai people in the past lived in the Buddhist environment,
namely, making-merit, going to listen to special sermons and observing precepts.
Nowadays, most Buddhists are not interested in the meaning of the right ways and
ignore searching for the truth. Therefore, they are interested in the rites, destiny and
black magic. Thai society is full of many gods. They believe that the gods have power
to help them out of the suffering in their bodies and minds. Those practices are not the
right ways of the Buddhism. Nowadays, monks retired to take the role in public
activities, for example, education. So, they are busy to teach the right way of
Buddhism to Buddhist laymen.

Besides, the structure of the Thai society has been changed because of adopting a
new pattern and a modern style of western system both utilitarianism and materialism.
Most Buddhists seek happiness of body more than mind. They pay the high cost of
living for food, clothes and the education of their children in each day. Everyday they
must work very hard to get money, position and status in the society. There is no free
time to listen to the sermons and observe the percepts on Uposatha Days to follow the
right way of Buddhism. Therefore, the social condition is full of many problems; such

as AIDS, crime, drugs, prostitution, corruption and others.
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Such problems have the high rate in Thai society. They are the problems to solve.
Buddhists are not interested in and do not understand their own religion in the right

way of daily living. There are two important conditions as follows:

1. They are depending on the supernatural power. This is the most condition.
Because Buddhists do not try to attain the highest level by their own effort.

2. The structure of the Thai society is changed by adopting a new pattern of
western system both utilitarianism and materialism. Most Buddhists seek the

happiness from body more than mind.

Although most Buddhists have no free time to practice the way of Buddhism, there
are Buddhist groups who are interested in it because they are developing their minds
by the way of meditation. They try to seek the truth and the right way of Buddhism.
They may not attain the highest enlightenment at present, at least those practices are
beneficial to their lives and peace in their minds. they are happy and give the value to
join the Buddhist activities directly and indirectly. When having problems happening
in Thai society on each day, they solve them by their own effort, by not depending on

the supernatural power.

There are two different Buddhist groups --faith in Buddhism and faith in
supernatural power and both. They practice the right way of Buddhism. There are a lot
of problems at present and going on in the future. As the structure of the society has
changed because of adopting a new pattern of the western system, development of the
social system is rapid. People are interested in research on view of Buddhist laymen to
pay respect to Buddhism and living of a good life in That society at present. How do
Buddhists view the way of a good living?, Is religion a part of their living or not, and
how do Buddhists understand the right way of Buddhism? The most importance is
the Buddhist view of how to take the teaching of Buddhism to be in practice in Thai

society at present.

The research studied only the group of Buddhists who live in Bangkok.
Besides, there are a lot of people, who come from up-country, to live in Bangkok. It is
a point of adapting tradition to a new western pattern. There are a lot of faiths in
supernatural power ---black magic and others. Most problems, therefore,- origin in

Bangkok at first time. It is easily compared between two Buddhist groups---faith in
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Buddhism and faith in supernatural power and faith in the practicing in the right way
of Buddhism.

2.0BJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1. To study the Buddhists’ view on respect and living in the right way of a
good life with Buddhist teaching.

2. To compare Buddhist’s view on paying respect and living in the way of a
good life between Buddhists who have the faith both Buddhism and supernatural
sect and Buddhists who practice to attain the highest way of Buddhism.

3. SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This research studied on the paying respect and Buddhist’s view on the right way
of Buddhism in Thai society. There are sampling population of 400 Buddhists who

are living in Bangkok.
4. METHODOLOGY
They are divided into 2 parts as follows :

4.1 Documentary Research --- Tipitaka including explanation document,

textbooks and research works related to this research.
4.2 Cross sectional survey

4.2.1 Population and Samples — Population in this research are Buddhist
laymen who live in Bangkok. They are divided into 4 groups as follows :
A group of Buddhists who practice both concentration and enlightenment
A group of Buddhists who pay respect to Kaun —Im sect.
A group of Buddhists who join in ceremony of King Rama V.
A group of Buddhists who walked around are shopping center (Center Point)

4.2.2 Research Instrument and Data Collection.

The Questionnaire was used in this research from reviewing literatures of
the Buddhist documents, which allow the author to examine the validity. They were

divided into 2 categories as follows:
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Section 1: Containing the personal backgrounds of Buddhists including

gender, age, education level, level of income/month and occupation.

Section 2: Questions concerning the views of Buddhists to pay respect to
the Buddhism contain 16 items and questions on living of a good life in Thai society
contain 26 items. Those questions had a Rational Scale adapted from Likert’s with 5

choices rating frequently.
4.2.3 Data Analysis

400 sets of questions had been distributed to four groups of Buddhists and
400 (100 %) of the total were returned. There were 332 sets (83%) of completed
questions for analysis in their validation. Decoding was made in the Coding Sheet
to input into SPSS for Windows.

5. DEFINITION OF TERMS

5.1 Buddhists — population who pay respect to Buddhism and have lived in
Bangkok.

5.2 A good life — Living in the right way of Buddhism, namely, not to do any
evil, to do good things and to purify the mind until they could attain the
enlightenment.

5.3 Buddhists live in the right way of Buddhism — who practice both

concentration and enlightenment.

5.4 Buddhists believe both Buddhism and supernatural sects—and Buddhists
who walked around shopping center at Center Point, joining in ceremony of King

Rama V and believe in supernatural power.
6. EXPECTED RESULTS OF STUDY

6.1 To understand Buddhists' view on paying respect and living of a good life

in the right way of Buddhism.

6.2 To understand the different ways of paying respect of Buddhists and living
of a good life of two groups of Buddhists Namely, Buddhists live in the right way of

Buddhism and the ones who believe in both Buddhism and supernatural sects.
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6.3 To be able to take the results of the research to solve the problems about
the Buddhists' view to religions in the future.

7. LIVING OF A GOOD LIFE IN THE RIGHT WAY OF BUDDHISM.

Living of a good life in Buddhism is without harm both to themselves and to
others as the Lord Buddha said to his disciples: not to do any evil, to do good things
and to purify the mind. Development of the mind is important to get rid of the Greed,
Hatred, and Delusion. Then Lord Buddha said: “Rakula, for developing the (mind),
development that is friendliness, that which is malevolence will be got rid of
Development that is compassion, that which is harming will be got rid of
Development that is sympathetic is equanimity, that which is sensory reaction will be
got rid of. Development that is on the foul, that which is attachment will be got rid of
Development that is perception of impermanence, that which is the conceit ‘I am’ will
be got rid of 7 (M.M. 2/423/95-96) Every Buddhist could attain the enlightenment, if
they practice the right way of Buddhism. Those practices are the living of a good life
of Buddhists.

8. CHARACTER OF PAYING RESPECT TO BUDDHISM

The Lord Buddha, Thamma and Sangkha are the best three importance in
Buddhism, because those three is a refugee of Buddhists all around the world.
Therefore, people, who are good Buddhists, must respect the best three importance
at all time of life. It is well-known that “Buddhamaamaka” of Thai nation.

9. CHARACTER OF LIVING OF A GOOD LIFE IN BUDDHISM

When Buddhists pay respect and practice in of the right way of Buddhism at all
time of life, they could attain the enlightenment and happiness with living purity both
body and mind that is fu.ll of kindness to all existence as friends of birth, old age and
death. Each man could develop his mind to get rid of the Greed, Hatred and Delusion.
The truth of nature was discovered by Lord Buddha. He only thought of the right way
of a good life on the earth.
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10. DISCUSSION
10.1 On view about paying respect to the Buddhism

The study was both on document and fieldwork. This thesis contains four
groups of Buddhists, namely, 1) a group of Buddhists who practice both concentration
and enlightenment the ones who believe in power of King Rama V, the ones who
believe in the supernatural power( Kaun -~ Im sect.) 2) and the ones who walked
around shopping center at Center Point. From research it was found that the view of

Buddhists was divided into 2 groups as follows

1. The view of paying respect to Buddhism is at a moderate level of total
average i.e. a group of Buddhists who walked around shopping center at the Center
Point. This group is composed of young Buddhists and is studying in both high school
and university. Those youngs Buddhists will have role in the politics, religion and
education of Thai society in the future. This group -understood and believed in the
right way of Buddhism at a moderate level. Therefore, they have a chance to the
wrong way of living with AIDS, drugs, prostitution and others. The result of this
research 1s in line with the research of Sangravee Teprod finding that the students are
not interested in and do not understand the right way of Buddhism. This case come
from their parents who do not understand and are not interested in practice in the right
way of Buddhism, because they have no free time to teach their children in the right
way of Buddhism. And Buddhists, who believed in power of King Rama V, viewed
the paying respect to Buddhism at a moderate level of total average. Those two groups
of Buddhists were not interested in observing precepts, listening to the special sermons
at the temples. Five precepts and listening to the special sermons are the basis of

Buddhists to live together with peace and happiness in society.

However, From observation of the researcher the Buddhists who believed in

the power of King Rama V found that someone practiced the right way of Buddhism.

2. The view of paying respect to Buddhism is at a high level of total average
1.e. Buddhists who practiced both concentration for enlightenment and Buddhists who
believed in both Buddhism and the supernatural sects{ Kaun — Im sect) . Those
groups of Buddhists were strict to observe the Buddhist precepts rather than the two
groups of Buddhists, they practiced, understood and believed in the doctrine and

discipline better than other groups.
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Therefore, the view of paying respect to Buddhism of Buddhists is the
reflection that Thai society is more busy at present. Although, some Buddhists
understand both the doctrine and discipline at the same time they believe about their
destiny, black magic, etc... the thesis of Phramaha Phimon Konkruang found that
Buddhists not only have faith in Buddhism, but also believe in the other ideological
faith too. And Phrathammapitaka said that Buddhists believe in supernatural power.
Those faiths bring about the weakened faith in Buddhism of Thai society.

10.2 The view of living of a good life in the right way of Buddhism in Thai

society.

To study the view of living of a good life in the right way of Buddhism in Thai
society of Buddhists was found that the view of living of a good life in the right way
of Buddhism was divided into 2 parts as follows :

1. The view of living a good life in the right way of Buddhism in Thai society
1s at a moderate level of average total i.e. most Buddhists, who walked at the Center
Point ,were students studying in high schools and universities. They viewed that living
of a good life must have all complete things such as parents, house, car and money.
And the best importance of living must be free both thinking and dressing. And some
Buddhists, who believed in the power of King Rama V, viewed about living of a good
life ike the group of students, but some knew that happiness was the peace of mind

with merit -making, taking food offering and hearing special sermons at temples.

2. The view of living a good life in the right way of Buddhism in the Thai society
is at a high level of total average i.e. Buddhists, who practice both concentration for
enlightenment and Buddhist who believed in the supernatural power( Kaun —Im sect.),
understood the right way of Buddhism about living of a good life. Those Buddhists
viewed that living of a good life must have complete life both body and mind.
Especially Buddhists, who often practice both concentration for enlightenment, have
the peace and spiritual happiness in their minds rather than bodies. They have purity

with mind that is full of kindness to all existence as friends of birth, old age and death.

The view about paying respect to Buddhism and living of a good life as the
right way of Buddhism in Thai society, The first group of Buddhists, who practiced
concentration for enlightenment, viewed the paying respects to Buddhism and living

of a good life as the right way of Buddhism at a highest level. The secondary groups
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10.3 Suggestion

- 10.3.1 To study the groups of population who pay respect to other
religions living in Thai society about the view of paying respect and living of a good

life in each religion.

10.3.2. To study the groups of population who live in different places,
comparatively between the up-country and cities about paying respect and living of a

good life with religion.

10.3.3 To study the groups of population who are monks, priests, and

teachers who teach the subjects concerning religions.



