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(COMPARATIVE RELIGION)
KEY WORDS : GOOD LIFE
PHRAPITTAYA SAWEKPAN : BUDDHIST BELIEFS AND GOOD LIFE
IN THAI SOCIETY : A CASE STUDY OF THE BUDDHISTS IN BANGKOK :
THESIS ADVISORS: PARICHART SUWANBUBBHA, PHD. VARIYA
CHINWANNO,PH.D.,PAGORN SINGSURIYA,PH.D., 148 p, ISBN 974 — 04 —
2660 - 3

The objectives of this research is aimed at studying Buddhists’ views of the
relation between paying respect and following the good way of life of Buddhism in
Thai society. The study consisted of documentary research and a cross-sectional
survey. The sample group consisted of 399 Buddhists in Bangkok. The survey method

used was a questionnaire.

The right way of paying respect to Buddhism is to venerate the Lord Buddha,
Thamma, and Sangkha for a life time. The research documents found that Buddhism
is a way of life and a means of finding inner peace without respect to the supernatural
powers. It does not teaches one to believe in one’s sins that can be forgiven by God. It
teaches there is no God who created the world and controls man’s destiny. There are
three fundamental principles, namely, not to do any evil, to do good, and to purify the
mind. Every Buddhist can attain the highest level by his own effort by living a good
life. This way is called the Noble Eightfold Path. Nowadays, most Buddhists in Thai
society do not understand the meaning of the right way. They take Buddhism in the

ritual dimension and believe in destiny and black magic.

The results of the study revealed that Buddhists who strove for enlightenment
viewed paying respect to Buddhism and following a good life at the highest level.
Buddhists who believed in the power of gods(Kuan — Im) and Buddhists who believed
in the power of Rama V were at a high level. Buddhists who were walking around

shopping center at Center Point viewed paying respects and following the right

way of a good life in Buddhism were at the lowest level . This is a way wrong view of
Buddhism.
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