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A STUDY OF VALUES OF LIFE IN THAI SOCIETY FROM THE OPINIONS OF
DIFFERENT SOCIAL GROUPS.

PRATIP SANGSUKH 4236601 SHES/M
M.A. (ETHICAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISOR : SUMANA TANGANASING, Ph.D., WARIYA CHINWANNO, Ph.D.,
AIM - ORN NIRANRAJ, M. A,

ABSTRACT
This study is a survey research with two objectives : 1. To study and compare the
values of life in Thai society between different social groups, 2. To study the similarities between
Thai values of life and Thai standards of morality. The ficld survey was conducted from April 1-
30, 2002. The questionnaires were distributed to 400 people in Bangkok who were divided into
two groups: the privileged and the under-privileged. The statistical results were analyzed to show

the frequency and percentage, and then presented by means of tables and description.

The research findings revealed that what both groups desired most were a happy
family life, good health, and wealth, What both groups considered as valuable to life were
showing gratitude to parents, making their families happy and being wealthy. There were some
differences in their choices of profession. The privileged preferred doing business to working for
state enterprises and to working as civil servants. The underprivileged preferred doing business to

working in health services and to being in government service.

As regards important values in life, they placed emphascs on loyalty to the royal

family, merit making, kindness to others, and respecting elders.

As regards the standard of morality, both groups considered the following as most
important: patience, discipline, responsibility, compassion, honesty, donations, and justice. Both
groups condemned actions such as corruption, narcotic addiction, narcotic trafficking, theft,
killing, prostitution and adultery. In conclusion, the values and aspirations of both groups

conformed to the ethical norms in Thai society.

The author of this study suggests that the government encourage people’s participation
in ethical activities so as to persuade them to relate their behavior to the value of life. There should

be, for example, a campaign for honesty which would replace the respect for the rich.
KEY WORDS : A VALUES OF LIFE IN THAI SOCIETY

157 P. ISBN 974-04-2995-5
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A STUDY OF VALUES OF LIFE IN THAI SOCIETY
FROM THE OPINIONS OF DIFFERENFT SOCIAL GROUPS

1. Background

The value of life implies moral principles and ethics. Buddhism holds that living
does not have a value initself but i#t will be valuable when living is in good harmony

with goodness.

On the contrary, the materialistic persons considered wealth as the highest goal of
life, while others preferred high education as their goal of life. Besides, there are those who

valued performing the their duties for the good of society as their good of life.

The source of social norm is the value. The value is the belief that determines social
action and behavior in order to arrive at a goal. Value is the model of the way of life. In other
words we can say that value is the model that leads to decision and that determines what should be
done and what should be omitted. In the social sciences dictionary of the Royal Society, “value”
means anything that responses to human desire or any characteristics that can be of use. A value
can be considered as most valuable if it can bring about great benefits. Moreover, the value of the
same object can vary according to different persons, then we cannot measure with precision the
value of any object. In Sociology, the word “value™ means what a person uses as a standard to
decide and determine his own action. The word “social value” means the desirable model of

behavior, this value can be material or non material and it varies according to social groups.

Thai society in the past put high value to the spiritual way of life than the matenalistic
way of Iife. People lived together with sympathy, kindness and they gave much mmportance to

ethical values, duty, orders, cooperation, unselfishness for the good of all. Because the Thai value
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of life comes from Buddhist principles which provide models of behavior in order to be happy in
their life and to be able to live together in peace. Then religion is the highest source of ideal in
life. We can say that Buddhism has been the main developing factor for a better life and a better

society.

The Thai value of life originated from culture. Culture tells us what is happiness, culture
has been the basis of social development, culture conveys cognitive heritage from one generation
to another generation through socialization. The Thai people have some common characteristics
such as fun-loving, respect for others, respect for the elderly, peace loving, kindness etc. It was

said that these characteristics was nearly synonymous to the Thai way of life.

Another source of the Thai value comes from the values from other cultures especially

from the west through social interaction.

As a matter of fact, the Thai people are different in their dwellings, age, sex, marital
status, customs and religions. We can divide them into two large categories: the privileged and
the under-privileged. The first group is composed of those who are in good health, educated,
employed and honored in society. The under privileged group is composed of the crippled, the
uneducated, the unemployed and the homeless people. These characteristics can be a sharp

criteria to divide these two groups apart.

At present, there are a rapid growth of foreign investment. The Thai people learned new
knowledge, new ideas, new technologies to develop their country. There are new western value
such as being punctual, well disciplined, hard working. On the contrary, a lot of the Thai people
prefer luxury and wealth to morality. There are class divisions by wealth, respect for the wealthy
with out questioning how wealth come. Very often, the poor person is looked down. Then what
are the choices left for them? First, they can feel humiliated, they may feel without value, second,

they may want to die, third, they may tumn to drug traffic and other crimes.
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The Thai people have known social changes, some of them belong to consumerism but
they do not like to work. They are extravagant in collecting luxurious objects and they like to use
high technology to show their wealth. These fault values can bring about social problem such as
non-performing loans problem, corruption, crimes, exploitations, drug traffic, suicide, conflict,
prostitution and all kinds of fraud. The goal of education is for them a way to get more money.
The consequences are ineffective work, unfaithful services, laziness, respect for the rich without

awareness of their immorality.

With changes coming from consumerism, the good old Thai values seem to be
abandoned. This is the main reason for the researcher to find out the differences of values of the
privileged group and the under privileged and to find out whether their values are in accordance to

morality.

To put clarity to this subject, the concept of values on ethics and goals of life will be

studied from the privileged group and the under privileged group.

2. Objectives of The study

2.1 To compare the values of life of different social groups in Thai society.

2.2 To study the values of life of the Thai comparing to morality.

3. Scope of the Research

This research is focussed on the analysis the living values of the Thai. The methods used

in the study are documentary and survey research. The Thai are divided into two groups: the

under-privileged group in Bangkok such as slum dwellers at Klongteuy the unemployed, the

crippled and small vendors; the privileged group living in Bangkok such as civil servants,

officers of the state-owned business, employees in private sectors, entrepreneurs.
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4. Methodology
This study is both a qualitative and quantitative research separated into 2 parts as follows;
4.1 Research methodology
4.1.1 Documentary Research : information from theses, research papers

and relevant documents.

4.1.2 Field Survey : questionnaire on opinions on values of life goals of life

and views on morality.

4.2 Population and Samples

4.2.1 Population: the under-privileged living in Bangkok.

4.2.2 Population : who the privileged living in Bangkok.

423 200 samples of the privileged group and 200 samples from

the under- privileged group.

5. Operational Definitions

Opinions : opinions of peoples on anything or any one which can be both

positive and negative.

Ethics : principles, norms which are models of behavior.

The privileged : people who have special rights or chances available from society such

as education social welfare, profession, good health.



Tusinineids wiinodouian e (viomamifnun) /153

The under-privileged : pcople who do not have the equal rights of education
social welfare, jobs and good health. They feel that they are the second class

people in society.

Values of life: standards or norms which lead to decision and behaviorin order

to get a better life.

6. Anticipated Benefits

6.1 To understand about life value of the Thai who have different social class,

6.2 To understand whether living values of the Thai at present conform with morality.

6.3 To provide information on Thai behavior.

6.4 To provide information for researches in the future

7. Discussion

The study of both document and fieldwork about the values of life of the Thai people can

be discussed as follows:

7.1 Important values in life and desirable professions.

From this research, it was found that the two groups, the under-privileged and the

privileged groups gave much importance to family’s happiness, good health and wealth

respectively.

For what we considered the value of life the privileged group chose gratitude to

parent have a happy life, desirable condition of work respectively. The under- privileged
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group had nearly the same preference but the under- privileged has given the wealth their as
second goal as well as happiness with their family. The most desirable occupations of
the privileged were business, government service and working in a state owned enterprise.
The most desirable occupations of the under- privileged were government service, and
working in a state owned enterprise. From this research aithough both groups have selected
the values of life such as happiness good health and gratitude to parents they desired

also material goals such as wealth,

7.2 Opinions on goals and expectation in life,

Form this research it was found that both the privileged and under-privileged wanted
warm families, good education and honor in society etc... They desired to live together with their
spouse, children, brothers sisters and parents. But the purpose of having a family was different.
The privileged expected their spouse to be together in every situation. While the under -

privileged wanted their spouse to help them in difficulty.

Both the privileged and the under-privileged agreed that spouse should be good,
honest to their own family. Both groups want children. Children can continue there family
and look after the parents in time of sickness. There are different opinions concerning children.
The privileged had children to be their friends while the under- privileged had their

children in order to receive their heritage. Both groups did not desire power or fame.

Concerning the desirable level of knowledge, the privileged group aimed at

a master degree while the under- privileged aimed at a bachelor degree.

Both group preferred little houses in the garden and the Thai style houses rather

than other kinds of houses.

Concerning persenality , both group preferred politeness toward other people.
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7.3. Opinion on values, moral principle and behavior.

7.3.1 Appreciate values for life at present.

The opinion of both the privileged and under-privileged group expressed what they
considered as their values as follows : respect to the King, merit-making kindness,
intelligence , courage, and respect the elderly. Both groups considered as less important the
following values physical beauty, womanism, consumerism, equanimity. We should remark
that the under- privileged group gave most significance to the * know-how” to get out of

diffidently.

About the questions on appropriate life at the present time, the privileged group
considered the material values such as respect power, love for comfort, luxury, fun loving
as occasionally appropriate, while the under- privileged group considered inappropriate. Both

groups rejected the value of promoting one’s own gang.

7.3.2 Ethical values for life at present.

Both the privileged group and the under-privileged groups agreed that endurance,
discipline, kindness, faithfulness, unselfishness, saving and justice were indispensable for life.
The privileged gave much importance to gratitude while the under- privileged considered

it as secondary importance.

7.3.3 Opinion on ethical behavior

The findings of the research reveal the unwanted behavior for the privileged and
the under — privileged group as follows: corruption, drug addiction, drug traffic, theft,
violation, killing, prostitution, adultery, rudeness, sexual intercourse with prostitution under
18 year. The privileged group did reject false speech while the under- privileged group

did not condemn it. On the contrary’ the priviieged tolerate boasting while the under-
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privileged could not. Both groups rejected the behavior of eating the monkey’s brain the
bear’s feet as a special nourishment. Both groups did not object eating the shark’s fin, and

they had the same attitude for eating catfishes, snakeheads, sea crabs.

8. Ceonclusion

In brief, the most valuable goals for both the privileged and the under- privileged
group were happiness in the family, good health, and wealth. Their values for life were
gratitude, happy family and working in a desirable condition. The profession chosen by the
privileged group were running a private business, working in astate owned enterprise orina
government service. The professions chosen by the under- privileged group were running a
private business, being a doctor or a nurse , working in government service. Conceming the
appropriate value for life in the present day , both groups chose the respect for the king ,

merit making and respect for the elderly.

The ethical values that both groups considered important in everyday life in
the present time were endurance, discipline, responsibility, kindness, honesty, unselfishness,
and justice. Concerning moral behavior, both group rejected corruption, drug addiction, drug
traffic, theft, killing, prostitution and adultery. Given these data, the That in our actual society
had values conforming to morality. Both privileged and under - privileged groups were in the
same culture and had consequently quite similar values . This social fact can be explained by
the process of socialization which made them have the same goals. Being rich or being
poor did not change their inner mind. Their values and goals were then similar as revealed

in this research.

9. Suggestions

9.1. The relevant government organizations should promote ethical education in

order to let the Thai realize 1hat moral behavior is relative to values of life.
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9.2. We all should try to let pcople realize the real values of life which are
intrinsic values rather then exirinsic values to lead our society to peace and

real happiness.

9.3 We should promote those who are good but poor citizens rather than admire

only the rich and powerful persons in our society.



