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Abstract
Project Code: PDG4/001/2544
Project Title: A seminar on the synthesis of the current body of knowledge concerning
. the Pakphanang Basin
Project Leader: Taweewit Pakawanit

Institute of Management Science, Walailak university

Email address: ptaweewi@praduu? wu . ac.th
Project Duration; 26 March - 25 April 2001

The main objective of the seminar is to brainstorm ideas on the Pakphanang basin's
problems in order to be in search of the facts and knowledge concerning this poverty - stricken area.
The participants in the seminar include academics, local residents, representatives from the mass
media, and thase from the government sector who are engaged in doing research as well as
implementing the research findings in the development project. Thus, the results of the seminar wil:
be primarily used to set the ceonceptual framework for the research, which will be carried out in
accordance with the direction of developing the target area which requires public participation and is
based on the social background of the community.

In summary. the problems and facts found in the seminar are as follows.

1.  Resources have been used considerably to develog the basin, thus resulting in a fairly complete
infrastructure. However, in terms of the people's quality of life, vintues, ethics, and the security of
life and property, and improvement is still needed.

2. The mangrove forest in the coastal area which can be inundated by sea water has been widely
encroached for shrimp farming.

3 The zoning of the land in the basin has already been done by the Department of Land
Development.

4. Gwiven the physical and chemical properties, the underground water in the basin is safe for
consumption.

5. Ninety six species of aguatic animals have become extinct in the wake of the operation of the
L - thokka wi ~ patprasit Water Gate.

6. Regarding the people’s occupation, fruit trees and perennial plants, particularly rubber trees
have been extensively planted, while rice paddies have been enormously abandoned. Livestock
is mainly kept for consumption in the family. Lastly, tiger prawn farming has had a disastrous
effect on the environment.

7. Cerain cultures and customs of the local people have either eroded or permanently

disappeared.



8.

With reference to the public heatlth, the problem of contagious diseases still occurs, besides, the
unhealthy environment and social problems are responsible for the peopie’s bad health.

The main points discussed in the seminar on the development strategies and

enhancing the community's strength on the basis of its social background, culture, and its current

ecological system are the following.

1.
e

The environmental problems are too complicated to be éolved by a single method.

in the development process, priorities shauld be given to the conservation of the community's

foundation and the pecpig’s ways of life. However, the way to maintain the state of equilibrium

between the people's way of life and the ecological system must be thought out.

In some countries, social problems and the problem of income distribution and attributed to the

development process.

The central problem ta be solved at the moment is the community's cripple with is due to certain

factors. To begin with, the community is facing a serious drain on its “capital”. Next, the way in

which the subsidy is given to the community by the government does not help strengthen the

community to count on itself. No attenticn has been paid to the community's learning

mechanisms. Lastly, the market mechanisms in the community have been intervened.

The people's ways of thinking that are of a hindrance to the development process do still exist.
Opinions and suggestions from the participants can be summed up as follows.

The mangrove forest should be restored. Sustaining the present condition of "Phroo — Khuan -

Khreng" 1s reguired, and greater care should be taken of the mountains as the water scurce.

An intermediary is needed to work out the land - zoning master plan, which can be done on the

basis of the facts and knowiedge on hand concerning the land’s current physical state.

The problems in the Pakphanang basin can be solved through the system of water management

under the contral of a committee.

The success in the development of the Pakphanang basin hes in the proper management of land

and water resources.

in the next phase of development, a top pricrity should be given to sustainable development as

well as occupational development.

The orgamzations involved in the development of the basin should be geared towards public

participation

The research framework should be in lined with the globalization era and should also provide

room for paricipation from both local residents and those who are to make use of the research

results in the develobment project.



