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ABSTRACT

The study of sex and communication in Thai society is a qualitative research. It
aims to understand the problematic phenomena of sex and communication including the
reviewing the state of the arts as well as concepts and theories. The results suggest the

policies concerning sex and communication in the future.

The research comprises 3 main parts: 1) reviewing concepts and theories from
national and international texts; 2) reviewing state of the arts concerning sex and
communication during 1997-2002, and; 3) the analysis of discourse on mass media,

emphasising on newspapers.

The reviewing concepts and theories reveals that sex comprises of 3 main
concepts: sex, gender and sexuality. It states that sex is a construction of meaning through
discursive practice. Sexology has its root in Essentialism which emphasises on biological
sex and later on it is extended to Psychology, Symbolic interactionism, Cultural studies

and Feminism. It can be said that sexology contains of various concepts and theories.

The reviewing of state of the arts finds that KAP largely remains the prime
approach of research which focuses on individual’s attitude and behaviour related to
media exposure rather than social and cultural perspectives. The concepts of sex can be
divided into 7 parts including sex issues in media content, media use and communication
on sex education, media selection and exposure on sex issues, media and communication
on AIDS, risk behaviour on sex, communication policy on sex, and social networking. The
conclusion of the review shows that research on sex and communication emphasises on
medium (the media) and some groups of audiences while the media process and all social

groups are insufficiently covered.



The analysis of discourse on mass media finds that the dominant ideology of sex
presented in news issues is sex which is constructed through 3 groups of discourses:
discourse on sexual violence, discourse on sex and beauty, and discourse on conventional
sex. The meaning of sex is reduced into a few parts and reinforces stereotypes which

reflects the problem of sex and communication in Thai society.

The outcome of the research leads to suggestions to the state and government,
mass media, civil groups and academia. It states an importance of the mechanism that
constructs reality through discourse in order to obtain moral sex. It also suggests an
integration of knowledge and understanding of sex from multi-dimensions,

interdisciplinary and multi-social groups.
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