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Venus rising from the waves...the scene was close enough to the Spaniard’s European
memories to cause him to bellow like a bull and hurl himself, cassock, cowl, sandal,
and aw,. at the gqid, catching her as he tripped on the hem of his skits and
overwhelming her with his weight. The girl, who was fourteen years old, knew enough
not to resist the prest, having grown up surrounded by the gossip of the elders and
taken to heart that the tenderest of thighs, whether of chicken or women, belonged to
the friars. She yielded her virginity on a bed of pebbles and curled arms and legs
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tightly about the pain of the unholy entrance, bit her lower lip and thought of how much
all this silliness should cost the stupid priest. (154-155)
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He received his confession of a transgression against the flesh with a fit of laughter.
He was given absolution and told it was the most commeon of failing of friars in the
whole territory, this incessant rutting among the indias who seemed to have the devil’s

capability to incite and excite. (155)
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against what the Spaniards had done, her voice joined by the voices of other women
who spoke of a time when the world was young...when women walked these seven
thousand one hundred islands with a power in them, walking in single file ten paces
ahead of men...for women then were in communion with the gods, praying to the river,
the forest spirits, the ancient stones, pouring out blood libations in evening rituals,
healing the sick, foretelling the results of wars, quarrels, couplings and the seasons.



Document 10 Page 6

They walked with wisdom, dressed simply in an ankle-length piece of cloth.. breasts
left bare — until the Spaniards infected them with shame and made them hide their
strength beneath layers of pefticoats, hatf-chemises, drawers, skirts, blouses, shawis
and veils, (191-192)
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“Not that way,” she said gently, "this way.” And she proceeded to instruct him in the
way of the dogs, pigs, and horses” {...) She had been told by her mother to observe

since her “Catholic education had not included that esoteric knowledge.” (196)
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...the door was open and the dawn's ghost light showed her the nude German
engaged in a stiff dance, flinging his arms overhead, bending his body to the right,
then to the left, bringing his hands down to his waist, to his knees, to his toes.

The sight transfixed her, It took a while for Hans to notice her presence, for
he was half facing the windows at the lower side of the room. Then, gradually perhaps
her gaze nudging him, he tumed toward the door, revealing to her the awesome size
of his Teutonic equipment. Their eyes locked. But because she could not help it,
could not control it for all her convent-bred modesty, her eyes wavered, slid down,
down his body, while the image of a stallion rese in her mind and her jaw dropped in
admiration. Her right leg twitched, she took a step forward. (200-201)
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She stood before him, slight in her felt slippers and robe, her hands clasped near her
womb. But her eyes were steadfast and he understood that, far more than any
danger, it would ki!l her not to be with #im. Then she made the one offer he couldn't
resist. “1 will carry your saxophone while you figil.” (286)
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...familiar with the short, full-powered blow—with a dagger, if there was one; with the
outer edge of the fist, if no knives were on hand—at the nape’s place, which disabled
the motor nerves; the graceful glide of blade across a neck, destroying the vocal cords;
and the bunt with the rifle butt which cracked the ribs and drove its broken ends into
the heart. (290)
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“We were frading with you long before the Spaniards come. Your ancestors were
buried in porcelain kilns in our land. Yet at the white man's word, you razed our
districts and massacred our uncles.”
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Rosca’s battleground scenario is one that fosters the popular perception in the Third
World of the noble savage living in idyllic conditions on a primeval land which is
shattered by the arrival of the wicked colonizers who plunder, exploit and corrupt the
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innocent natives, robbing them of rich resources, imposing their will, impregnating the

women and creating a mongrel race from which come “the most beautifll women on
earth,”
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but now as part of an arsenal meant for conscious self-determination and the unwieldy
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the cruel legacy of colonialism: the Other refers to what was once familiar but now has
become foreign; and what was once foreign has now become our familiar. If the idea
of the Other appears as an exoticized objectification of the alien in contemporary
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Western society, in the Philippines what has been exoticized and commeodified has
been the deepest part of our selves.
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