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Abstract

Native cattle have been raised throughout the country by Thai farmers. The
raising affairs exist in a way of animal-plant-human mutually supportive interrelationship.
The outstanding characteristics of native Thai cattle are highly in breeding capability,
diseases and insects resistance, hot and humid climate endurance and low quality
agricultural by-products utilization. However, the animals are small in size and growth
rate is still low. The study is an appraisal of potential, obstacles and problems of the
native cattle raised in the northeast of Thailand to obtain trend of research and
development on native cattle production in the future. The project was done by
collecting data from dissertations, articles, research and annual reports of many
livestock-related units, field survey and idea sharing among farmers and experts
experienced in native cattle raising system in the northeast. The obtainable information
was categorized into governmental policies and strategies for native cattle production,
raising area, supportive factors, native cattle population, compilation of research articles
on breed, improvement of breeding and fertility, feed and improvement of animal feeds,
cattle management, and cattle and beef marketing management, cattle diseases and
major zoonoses in the northeast. The data showed that cattle are generally raised by
small holding farmers in integration with other planting agricuitural systems. Cattle
raising areas are mostly in the village public area or close to mountain or forest area far
from the community. The raising system is mainly dependent upon natural feeding
resourcaes but the existing local wisdom is partially used. The farmers still lack of
networking system and continuity in running the network activities. Inadequacy of
information on suitable raising area and actual cattle population, scarcity of feeds during
each season, lacks of breed selection and improvement techniques, appropriate
technology for cattle management, marketing and animal health management, still exist.
Future research projects should be done in many different directions in order to solve
these problems and obstacles.
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