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This research article stuclies the claiming of community rights of Hmong Mae Sa Mai
Community in Mae Rim District, Chiang Mai Province, who are marginalized under the conflict of
resource rights sifuation. Their resource access rights are oppressive when the government has
publicly announced the five state spaces that promulgate an area, and the Hmong are blame as
the cause of resource problems that had become the myth of ethnicity, which reduces the
legitimacy of negotiation for their community rights in national park. | will analyze the conflict of
natural resource management, and"éttempt tcz_ understand the strategy of local knowledge, how
they practice their bower of negotiation, and what are the condition rélatioﬁ§ d?‘.By using the
conceptual framework of local knowlegée, property rights, and identity, the results of the study
reconstructs the knowiedge, and power using the foliowing three approaches:

1) Community have created new value of local knowledge in the practice process for

claiming community rights, which empowers the potential of community institution, enabling
them to adaptive into certain circumstances. Therefore, reconstructive knowledge from the
hybridization between the conservative development of the junior group, and the cultural
conservationist of the senior group, which has conceptualized their condition of local cultural
landscape. Such as redefining the value and belief Thwv-Tim for Ntoo Xeeb community forest
management, and the construction of local knowledge with the Fev Yeem ritual to prevent the
spread of fire in the community forest, and the adaptation of the cultivation in the forest.
» 2) Community has presented the complexity management, based on the fundamentai
customamy rights at different levels, including property rights. The local community has
organized and instituted to enforced the rules, enforced the impoitance of co-management of all
stakeho!der§ for equity, and sustainability. Such as Nioo Xeeb forest, management has given
opportunity. to the farmers, private sectors, and state o participate in managing the many
activities. In addition, the management rights are dynamic in adapting the condition of hightand
ecological system, for example, the local people have the legitimate rights in managing the
water system in the community. Although, the local considers it Ntoo Xeeb forest, in jury rights it
is the National Park area.

3) The condition of knowledgeable reconstruction diversifies the local wisdom in
reinforcing new knowledge to be part of the shear ethnic identity. The local knowledge has been
accountable for such potential practices; in essence, the local knowledge is able to redefine

new values in the dynamic negotiation process. Therefore, Hmoob Mej Xam is able to utilize the



group identity as to interlock the urban Hmong and highland Hmong, by the hybrid knowledge
for sociai space creation. They have been transfo‘rming the symbolic power of conservationist
community to join the social movement, and eco-tourism industry for legitimatising the claim of

commuruty rights 1n the national park.
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