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Project Title: Japan’s New Roles in Human Resource Development in the Greater
Mekhong Sub-Region

Researcher: Assistant Prof. Dr. Maitree Inprasitha

Affiliation: Center for Research in Mathematics Education (CRME), Faculty of

Education, Khon Kean University

Duration: September 2004-April 2005
Funding Agency: The Thailand Research Fund
Abstract

The objectives of this study “Japan’s New Roles in Human Resource Development in
the Greater Mekhong Sub-Region” were as follows: 1) to preliminarily investigate the roles of
Japan in assistance and cooperation in human resource development in the Greater Mekhong Sub-
Region and 2) to clarify the effects and processes of cultural exchange among the participatory
countries. This study emphasized on educational projects such as in-service training program,
scholarship programs, and other assistant programs. It was conducted during September 2004-
April 2005 using documentary study and in-depth interviews of related persons.

The results revealed that before the 21" century the Japan’s roles in human resource
development in Lao PDR and Cambodia still focused on economic development in the form of
Donor-Recipient type in which the Donor determined the type and state of assistance.

The Japan’s new roles found in the projects in this study have been emphasized on
educational long-term projects, integrative educational projects (e.g., education and hygiene,
education and culture), making needs assessment, allowing the participatory countries to take part
in decision making in various projects, and generating projects according to authentic problems in
the local area. Theoretically, raising the needs of the recipient countries means generating equity
between the Donor and the Recipient in the former sense of technical assistance. However, the
result from this study suggested that placing more important to the needs of the Recipients while
there has been a gap between the cultures of working of the participants generated cultural
conflicts in working together which in turn has much influence on running the projects.

Suggestions from this study are: 1) If Thailand can function as a cultural mediator in the

projects for human resource development in the Greater Mekhong Sub-Region, Thailand can



obviously set agenda in this Sub-Region, and 2) before doing that an impact evaluation on
various projects related to Japan’s new roles in HRD in the Greater Mekhong Sub-Region is

needed.
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Website

http://jicalaos.org

http://www.jice.org/english/jds/laos_org.html

http://jica.laopdr.org/fem.html

http://www.jica.go.jp/english/countries/sea/cambodia.html
http://www.jica.org.kh/alternate%20home.htm
http://www.jica.laopdr.org/human.html
http://web.kku.ac.th/%7Emekong/document/doc/tourism.htm
http://web.kku.ac.th/%7Emekong/document/doc/leader10Jan.htm
http://web.kku.ac.th/7%Emekong/document/doc/project23May05.htm

http://www.jica.go.jp/english/evaluation
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