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Abstract
Project Code : PDG4730001
Project Title : Development of environmental health surveillance system
Investigators : Pornchai Sithisarankul, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University; Somkiat
Sirirattanapruk, Bureau of Occupational and Environmental Diseases, Department of Diseases
Control
Email address : fmedpss@md.chula.ac.th
Project Duration : September 2004 — October 2004
This research aimed at exploring and summarizing data on environmental health surveillance
system.
It was done by extensive literature review, analyzing, and synthesizing a summary report on its
current situation, policy and research recommendations.
The report was divided into 4 chapters:
1. Introduction — gave the definition and an overview of health surveillance system
2. Workplace environmental health surveillance system — where the exposure might be
high but the population at risk was somehow selected based on their good health
3. General environmental health surveillance system — where the exposure was usually
low but the population at risk was more vulnerable (the young, the ill, the disabled,
the old). In general, this environmental system was less developed and implemented
than its workplace counterpart.
4. Summary — limitations of the current system, policy and research recommendations.
Policy recommendations include improving - laboratory accreditation system, database of
hazardous chemicals, community participation in surveillance system, man power, appropriate
linkage between environmental and health surveillances, data management, data analyses and
utilization, training, and human capacity building.
Research recommendations include research and development (R&D) on - baseline database
on health and environment leading to priority setting of the problems, hazard surveillance
covering important areas and agents, health surveillance or environmental disease surveillance
both specific and general diseases, exposure surveillance in vulnerable groups, community
participation and their risk perception, surveillance supporting systems, legislation and policy
advocacy, subjective tools and objective tools for surveillance.

Keywords : environmental health, surveillance
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