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Abstract

This case study aims to investigate foreign language education and policy in Japan
from related document and interviews. Japan is a monolingual society where people
in the nation use Japanese as the official language and the only means for everyday
communication. Any other languages are considered foreign languages. According to
the findings, foreign language education in Japan began since pre-Meiji period. From
then on, studying foreign languages becomes an interest among Japanese people.
They have been trying to improve teaching methods and learning conditions in many
ways. Inevitably, foreign language education has been in all respects affected by
changes in political movement, economy and society. Due to three major events, there
are four interesting episodes in the foreign language education in Japan discussed in
this research work: (1) foreign language education in pre-Meiji period, (2) Meiji
period to pre World War I1 (1868-1952), (3) post World War II to the end of 20"
century, and (4) the beginning of 21% century (2000-2005). In each period, foreign
language study in both compulsory and non-compulsory education is illustrated. This
study holds its main implication to the development and policy of foreign language
education in Thailand, a monolingual society similar to Japan. However, Japan is
more advanced in terms of economy and technology. The findings can be used as a
reference for further research and development of a foreign language teaching method
for any particular context. As well, it can be a resource for a development of a policy
for foreign language education in Thailand.



