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This research argues that Descartes has developed a more complete moral
system through his theory of the "passions" in The Passions of the Soul, and that his
moral system is rooted in the substance dualism of his metaphysics. The first chapter
provides a historical background to Descartes's philosophy through an analysis of the
cosmological and theological transformations, the development of the "New Science,"
and the impact they made on knowledge acquisition and moral outlook during the
Scientific Revolution in the 16th and 17th centuries. The second chapter discusses
Descartes's conception of a "genuine human being" in the context of his substance
dualism. It argues that his understanding of a "genuine human being" in a moral sense
is very different from the mainstream interpretation which views humans
epistemologically and metaphysically as thinking substance inhabiting body-machines.
It also proposes an interpretation that would make Descartes's idea of a "genuine
human being" consistent with his substance dualism. The third chapter explicates what
the "passions" are as presented in The Passions of the Soul. The final chapter

discusses and analyzes the role of the "passions" in Descartes's moral system.
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