The Western view of time and space, which is different from the Indians’s viewpoint, is
another thing that whites have imposed upon Indians. As Paula Gunn Allen points out, “the non-
Indian tends to view space as linear and time as sequential, whereas American Indians view
space as spherical and time as cyclical” {(53). From a Western perspeclive, universe is fix and
static. The Western perception that “once a saint, always a saint” is the expression of the idea
that time is straight. In contrast, “Native Americans’ universe moves and breathes continuously.
The circular concept requires all points that make up the sphere of being to have a significant
identity and function” {Aflen 59). The American Indians see all creatures as relatives and the
tribal systems relationship as central.

Apart from the awareness of the adverse impact of the white's educational system, the
feeling of alienation is another problem that Native Americans have experienced. Although
American Indians are American citizens, many of them feel alienated living in this country.
Modern Native American people live in-between two cultures, which are traditional and modern
cultures. American Indians often feel that they do not belong te the mainstream in which the
cultural and social values are different from theirs. This causes them to feel alienated living in
the white' s society because their concept of self differs from that of the Western concept, as it
is more inclusive (Wong 13). According to Howard Gardner, the Euro-American society
emphasizes on isolation. He further discusses that there is less of a sense of individuality in
tribes. Community and landscape define traditional Native Americans self-conceptions (15).
Many indigenous people share the belief that all things in the universe are dependent on one
another.

The problems resulting from the imposition of whites' educational way of learning and
the different social values have inspired many Native American writers to search for their ethnic
roots. In doing so, they make use of literature as a powerful means to maintain their
communities and avoid cultural extinction. The Indian writers begin to write down their stories in
an effort to preserve the traditions of the past. Literary work is also a vehicle of the imagination
to clarify the relationships between individuals and communities (Fisher 5,7). As Hertha Dawn
Wong, a Native American writer, states, “Stories of our lives, told by our families and retold by
us, shape our identity. Self-narration is part of the process of self-construction and self-
representation” (vi). Word has the ability to form one’s perception and one's identity. Harjo's

statement below reflects her awareness of the need to restore for the Indians’ cultures:



i feel strongly that | have a responsibility to all the sources | am:
lo all past and future ancestors, to my home country, to all
places that | touch down on and that are myself, to alf voices, all
women, all of my tribe, all people, all earth, and beyond that to
alf beginnings and endings. In a strange kind of sense it frees
me lo believe in myself, to be able to speak, to have a voice
because | have fo (qtd. in Hussain}.
Harjo is aware of the urgent need to rebuild her Indians’ communities, so she tries to find
a means to revive her cultures. As we can see from Harjo's assertion, “Today, just about
everything inspires me to continue writing. My granddaughter inspires me to think about the
future. | have intense dreams and visions that inspire me. And | have an amazement for survival
that keeps me writing" (Qtd. in Lauter). This quotation reveals Harjo's inspiration that she writes
her poetry in order to inherit the Indians' cultures to the people of the future generation. Harjo
explaing that in tribai cuitures, a poet is considered a truth-teller. She hopes the readers see her
as someone who takes part in revitalizing cultures by giving back life and excitement to the
communities (www.miracosta.cc). Harjo intends to record the indians’ cultures in her literary
works, Her poetry thus becomes a concrete evidence of the Creeks and the Indians’ people to
roslorg and pass their cultures on to the next generation. As we can see that Harjo's poetry
presents the traditionzl beiief of Native Americans. The subject matter of her poems is generally
atout ongin, creation, cerebration and commemoration of her tribe. Joy Harjo's “Remember” is
nch in evocative detail:
Rermember the sun’s birth at dawn, that is the
sirongest point of time. Remember sundown
and the giving away to night. {5-7)
This poem illustrates the creation of Native Americans’ lives. They believe that the sun donates
is life to all living things in the morming. In the poem, the dawn “is the strongest point of time”
because it is the period that things begin to breathe. The poem also shows the origin of their
lives born from the sun. in the evening, it is the time of sunset, and the sun deprives the breath
of all living creatures. The poem indicates the belief of Indians that there are four periods of
human's life. While morning is related to childbirth, noon represents youth. Afternoon is

compared to matunty and middle age, and evening suggests old age and death.



Harjo's poetry not only helps reconstruct the Indians' cultures but also serves to heal the
poet's psychological illness. Many of Harjo's poems reveal that the marginalization and
oppression of American Indians cause psychological scars. It is necessary for Native
Americans to find a means to express their inner conflicts. For Harjo, poetry can heal these
scars. To a certain extent, Harjo's poetry can be regarded as a ceremonial literature, which
enables her to treat her psychological problems. As critic Paula Gunn Allen explains,

Ceremonial literature includes songs for many occasions:

healing: initiation; planting, harvesting, and other agricultural

pursuits; hunting: blessing new houses, journeys, and

undertakings. There are afso dream-related songs; war songs;

personal power songs: songs for food preparation, purification,

and vision seeking. The subjects of the major ceremonial cycles

include origin and creation, migration, celebration of new laws.

and commemoration of legendary of mythic occurrences. (73)
One of the crucial functions of ceremonial literature serves to the cure iliness. Psychologicaliy,
“[t]he literature of ceremony encourages Native Americans to heal, to love themselves for who
and how they are, to gather a sense of community, of struggle, of spiritual wholeness and
sanity, of self-esteem” (Aptheker 246). To Hlustrate, literature is a kind of remedy for these
psychological scars. For one thing, writing is a means used by many Native American writers to
debunk the myths that Amenican Indians are savage and uncivilized. Literary work functions as
a channel through which the Indians can reveal their feelings of alienation and inequality to the
public. They can also present and promote their cultures, languages and traditions through their
literary works. In other words, writing a literary work enabies the Indians' writers to feel proud of
their ethnic roots. As Harjo states, “I hope reading my work will help students give value to their
own voices” (gtd. in Lauter}). Here, Harjo suggests that her poetry encourage the readers,
especially students, to be contented with their identity. Everyone shoutd dare to express his or
her own feeling. The word “voices” refers to the identity of Native Americans and other people
as well. Harjo suggests that everyone has his or her own value, which is essential. If one
recognizes one's self-value, one will love one's roots.

Harjo's poelry clearly expresses her purpose of writing, which is to celebrate her selff-

identity. For example, in “Your Phone Call at Eight A.M.,” Harjo firmly states that:



“this poem isn't for you

but for me

after all” (28-30) fernphasis added]
This poem celebrates the value of the Indians’ identity. Harjo writes this poem to someone who
calls her early in the morning. She feels as if s/fhe puts the “deadly rope” (2) around her neck
when she hears the telephone rings. As we can see from, “what you said you wanted was...a
few books,” (11-12) which shows that the caller asks Harjo for a literary work. In lines 20, "what
your heart ever saw in me that you didn't,” shows that the caller annoys the poet, for s/he does
not understand the vaiue of her poetry. The caller wants to publish her book so as to earn
money. This poem criticizes the agent who does not understand the value of literary works.
However, Harjo's statement “this poem isn't for you / but for me / after all” (28-30) suggests that
she writes her poetry because she wants to celebrate her identity as a Creek Native American.
in this sense, “Your Phone Call at Eight AM." is a ceremonial poem, as it urges American
Fdinns o love themselves. The poem confirms that the Indians have their literature, and it is
written to celebrate their race.

Harjo's poetry not only enables her to redefine and reconstruct her identity but also
reflects the poet's determination to restore her Indian culture. According to Bettina Aptheker,
“pargmonial literature allows American Indians to honor and respect their cultural differences”
{2406). Memory of the Indian tribes thus important to Indian people, as it reminds them of their
origins. Knowing their history enables them to understand their racial background. For them,
memory is pant and parcel of a struggle to reclaim their ethnic self. In order to restore their

cultures, the Indians must remember their roots. The poem "Remember” clearly portrays how

memaory can help reconstruct identity:

Remermber that all is in motion, is growing, is you.

Remember that language comes from this.

Remember the dance that language is, that life is. (26-28)
This poem portrays the pride of being an American Indian. in the poem, landscape helps define
traditiona! Native American self-conception. It is necessary to “[rlemember the earth whose skin
vyou are” because Indians believe that the mother earth is the source of life. The memories of
their ancestors bring to mind the pride of their ancient cultures. Many Native Americans believe

that all things in the universe are dependent on one another. In the same way, the American



Indians' sense of self is associated with the tribal identity. It is thus essential for Native American
to remember their roots because it helps restore their communities and self pride as well.
In addition, the Native Amencan sense of self is associated with tribal identity. As Hertha

Dawn Wong remarks, in order to fully acknowledge a sense of Indian identity, American Indians
should recognize that one is linked to the tribe (16). Harjo's “Remember,” confirms this idea:

Remember the earth whose skin you are.

Red earth yellow earth white earth brown earth

black earth we are earth.

Remember the plants, trees, animal life who afl have their

tribes, their families, their histories, too. {15-19)
Obviously, the above lines portray the poet's sense of self, which is related to her tribal identity.
She thinks that the acceptance of her community is the understanding of ethnic identity.

Furthermore, the belief that American Indians are part of nature is refiected in Harjo’s

poetry. As Paula Gunn Allen points out, the Christian universe is based on a sense of separation
and loss, white the American Indian universe is based on dynamic self-esteem (57). In
Christianity, human are the most important living things that God created in the world. On the
other hand, Native Americans believe that nature is dynamic, creative, and responsive. The
Indians allow all animals, vegetables and minerals the same or even greater privileges than
humans. Harjo's poem “Fire,” describes the relationship between herself and nature at her
home:

fook at me

[ am not a separate wornan

i am a confinuance

of the blug sky

i am the throat

of the sandia mountains (14-19)
In this poem, the poet integrates herself with nature. She declares that she is not a tonely
woman, for she belongs to nature, such as blue sky, mountains and wind. “Fire” shows the
equality between human and nature. Harjo does not think that she is greater than nature.
Rather, she thinks that she and nature are equal. indians respect nature because it gives them

lives.
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Harjo's "Morning Once More™ also portrays a close connection between American

Indians and nature:

irr the morning

it is this i believe in

the galfoping sun

and my whole life

a rider (7- 11)
Harjo compares herself to a rider who rides a horse everyday like the sun, which rises every
morming. This poem is like a record of the belief of tribal people because it reflects the Native
Americans belief that time is circular. The poem also suggests that Harjo is equal to nature, as
her life is like the sun.

Moreover, ceremonial literature serves to hold traditional and modern society together.

As Allen points out, ceremonia! literature establishes the relationship between social and natural
wodds (73). In “Are You Still There,” Harjo frames the poem with a sense of association. This
poem shows the connection between the two places, which are Native American community
and the city. The poem also reflects what it is like to be away from home and is unable to come
vack. Here, telephone is used as a means to connect the speaker, who is living in "acoma” to
har home in "albuguergue.” Western wind, sandstone and mesita cliffs are personified, as we
can see in the poem;

i dial the number

and listen for the sound

of his low voice

on the other side
“hefio”
is a gentle motion of a western wind (5-10)

From the excerpt, the persona calls the nature, for she really misses home. The "western wing”
replies her in a very “gentle motion™ by saying “hello.” Then, mesita cliffs, which is also
personified says, "l have missed you.” This answer seems to empower her, for she knows that
nature loves her. The poem suggests a close relationship between the family members.
Someocne in the persona’s home longs for her return. Harjo receives a warm welcome from her

communily, and it makes her feel very pleased. The personification signifies that her home is
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alive. In addition, the oppositional links between “here” and “there” by extension indicates the
poet's attempt to hold the two societies together. Unfortunately, even though the speaker tries to
contact her home by using telephone, communication fails:

but my voice is caught

shredded on a barbed wire fence

at the side of the road

and flulters soundless

in the wind (24-28)
The above excerpt depicts the failure of communication. The word “shredded” shows the static
that the speaker hears when using telephone. Metaphorically, the annoying sound can be
compared to something that obstructs the persana, making her unable to contact her home. In
a sense, “Are You Still There” is a ceremonial work, for it illustrates Harjo's endeavor to connect
herself tc her roots.

Additionally, the fact that the dominant cultures of whites often threatens o destroy the
American Indians' subjectivity has prompted many Native American writers to write about their
nome place. Many American Indians feel uncomiortable when they are in the city because the
circumstances of the towns are oftentimes different from their home. Therefore, the persona in
“Talking to the Moon™ longs for the moment when she is able to go home:

Take me home, away

From these burning hights

And this breathing machine. (26-27)
Here, the persona feels frustrated when she lives in the city. She talks to the moaon to release her
pain of being far away from home. In the excerpt, the speaker asks the moon to take her home.
She wants to leave the city’s life because it is far different from her home. The word “burning”
suggests that she finds living in the city uncomfortable. The fluorescence lights irritate her, and
so do the noises of the “breathing machines.” Since the surrounding in the city is completely
different from the nature at her home, she feels alienated.

Harjo' s poems not only portray the feeling of alienation but also calls attentions to the
need to return home, and “The Blood Lelting,” clearly depict the urgency of returning to one’ s

roots:
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1 know it was mean! in beauly,

but inside there are voices

urging rme on to another distance

to a place that is even more

inlimate than this one. (19-23)
This poem expresses Harjo's attitude towards her living circumstances. In the beginning of the
poem, someone makes her feel upset. When they have an argument, Harjo feels frustrated. In
the excerpt, the lines that read “there are voices / urging me on to another distance™ might refer
to her desire to return home. The phrase “even more / intimate” suggests that her house is
uncomfortable and she wants to leave it. The saying that home is where the heart is best
describes to the poet's feeling here. Even though she lives in different places for a long time,
she prefers to live home. Understandably, when one feels sad, one usually thinks of home. In
the poem, the poet wants love to come and save her. Love here can refer to the love of
hometand.

Although city life is uncomfortable for the Native Americans in Harjo's poems, they often
findd thoir memories of their hame comforting. Memory in Harjo's poems suggests power. In
“New Orleans,” for example, the persona feels empowered knowing that she "ha[s] a memory™:

These things

have memory,

you know.

{ have a memory. (19-22}
in her attempt to search for her Creek kinsfolks in the South, she comes to New Orleans to find
the traces of her origins. The speaker declares that she has a strong memory about her roots.
She comes to New Orleans to remember her home.

Harjo uses her poetry as a means to return to her ethnic roots. As Brain Swann points
out, Native American writers think that they will be able to psychologically return home when
they write about their nostalgia (284). For a century, American Indians go to the towns for jobs
or to follow their husbands and families. Many Indians go to schools elsewhere and never return
home again. Harjo, too, left her hometown and came to New Mexico to attend the Institute of
American indian Arts. After graduation, Harjo worked as a professor at the University of New

Mexico. Like many modern Native Americans, Harjo is away from her home because she has o
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work in the city. Unable to physically go back her hometown, Harjo uses poetry as a means to
bring her back to communities.

Harjo's poetry reflects the poet’s imaginary return to home. Since Harjo cannot stay
home permanently, she tries to create a way that enables her to return home, which is writing
poetry. The poem “Origins” describes a beautiful scenery of her hometown:

into shiny side of the earth

Where stars have come down inlo rocks

between Sanders and Flagslaff.

Orange nova cliffs

glinting, and the whole earth cracked. {(4-8)
This pecem makes the readers able to see images of wonderful nature, such as sundown, star
and cliff. These images reflect the traditional betief of Native Americans that they originate in
nature. When the American Indians read this poem, they are likely to feel very pleased. The
nostalgic poetry not only encourages the tribal people to remember their home but also enables
the readers to metaphorically return home.

In the same way, “The Last Song” reflects the poet's positive attitudes towards her
hometown, which is her pride. in the poem, someane asks Harjo, "how can you stand it" in “the
hot [Olkiahoma summer [?]" He also says, "this humid thick air is choking me/ and i want to go
back to New Mexico.” Harjo firmly answers the man,

it is the onfy way

{ know how to breathe

oklahorna will be the last song

i1t ever sing (9-10, 20-21)
This poem reveals a strong sense of belonging to Oklahoma. Even though Okighoma is not a
comfortable place for many people, it is the most peaceful place for her to live. Speaking
proudly, Harjo asserts that “it is the only way” she knows her simplicity of life,

In conclusion, the imposition of white's educational system brings about the cultural loss

to Native Americans. The oppressive treatment of whites also causes them to feel alienated and
inferior to the Weslern people. Many American Indian writers are aware of these problems and

feel the need to reconstruct their ethnic identity. The marginalization of Native Americans in
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American society motivates the Indians to learn more about their roots o empower themselves.
Therefore, the Indian writers begin writing down their life stories and recording tribal lore in an
effort to preserve the ancient traditions. Knowing iheir histories enables Native Americans to
understand their ethnic background. Likewise, understanding their cultures encourages them to
recognize the vaiue of their society. Memory of the nations is very important to Native
Americans, as it reminds them of their origins. Joy Harjo is a great representative of modern
Native American who tries to restore the memory of her community. Poetry offers her a means to
search for her ethnic identity and to encourage many American Indians to return to their roots.
Harjo' s poetry also reveals how literature can heal the mental scars caused by the feelings of
being alienated and marginalized, as it helps American Indians feel proud of their ethnic roots.
In other words, writing not only creates new audiences but also gives Native Americans a

chance to tell their stories to the public.
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Notes

1Joy Harjo, a mixed blood Native American, was born in 1951 in Tulsa, Okiahoma. She is
a member of Creek or Muskogee Tribe. At the age of sixteen, Harjo moved to attend the Institute
of American Indian Art. Later, she changed her major from art to poetry. Harjo graduated from
University of New Mexico with a BA in poetry in 1976. Successfully, she brought her writing to a
professional level. Harjo has received many awards for her work, including the American Book
Award from the Before Columbus Foundation. Harjo taught at the Institute of American indian
Ants before becoming part of the English department at University of New Mexico in 1990. She
currently teaches at the University of Arizona in Tucson. Joy is now one of the most requested
lecturers among the younger Indian writers. She 15 also very much involved in community
service, Poets in the Schools, and Nationa! pubiic service. Harjo often performs her poems and
plays the saxophone with her band, Poetic Justice.

*Creek is one of the so-called Five Civilized Tribes of Oklahoma. Today the Creeks are
also known as the Muskogees. Formerly, the Creeks lived in the area that is now known as
Georgia. Their land was dispossessed, and they were forced to move to Indian Territory along

with other tribes. However, they still maintain much of their unique cultural heritage.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study, “Siam and The Images of ‘Northern Women™ in 25"
century (B.E.) aims at

1. to find out the social attitudes which has affected the images of

northern women in 25" century (B.E.) that are related to politics and
economics including the sccieties in which life-styles and conception
are datermned.

2. to find out important factors which can possibly create certain

influential attitudes towards northern women

The study reveats that the attitudes of Lanna and Siam societies have affected
the images of northern women. The different bases of politics, economics, and societies
setween Lanna and Siam zffect the attitudes of Siamese elite to look down upon all
“laszes of the northern women. Such attitudes, as 2 matler of fact. ieads to the rectum of
Siamese royalty to resist thereby result attempts to improve, create and refine the Lanna
culture in such a way that r=flects the unique feature of Lanna culture. The northern
women are then served as the principle presenter of the unique culture by means of the
costumes, hair style, grace and beauty.

The continuity of the relationship between Larna and Siam leads to the changing
of the images of northern women. In addition, the expansion of iocal middle class which
nas thus contnbuted to the images of the northern women to be more complex. For
certain reasons, this local middle class has deliberately selected some characteristics of
northern women that teads to the falrication of certain images to suit their benefits. The
point is the local capitalists can utilize media to reflect their attitudes regarding northern

women. Such an action has had an impact on some images of northern women; which



turns out to be dominant and therefore influences social thinking. Some other impact
cannot create social acknowledgement; while some gradually disappear.

Another factor that has caused the creation of the images of northern women
among the local capitalists has more influence in the society and has led to the
promotion of the tourism in northern Thailand on the government level.

It is hoped that the result of this study will be beneficial to the development of the
true traits of Thai women. An understanding of women virtue without adopting some
existing images would help developing human resource plans.,
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Bangrachan: History in Literature
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The story of Bangrachan in history was first transferred into literature in the
period of King Rama Vi ; it was the poetry Lilit-Dan Sadudi Baan Bangrachan (poetry of
praising Bangrachan) written by Phraya Upakitsitapasarn. Its aim is making "the spirit of
love in nation, retigion and king”. Later, in the period of nation-building of the premier
Field Marshal Pibunsongkram, the story of Bangrachan in literature was developed 1o
chauvinistic theme as in Bangrachan, the novel of Mai Muangderm. Later, in the period
of polarization of political thought, Sawang Kwanboon wrote Leudneu Pli Peu Thai (the

n

blood is for Thai) for showing “ the spirit of love in nation, independence and
sovereignty. Again, in the age of globalization, the story of Bangrachan in history is still
functioned in making histoncal consciousness as in Atita (the past), the novel of

Tomyanti.
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Plays by King Rama V : A dramatic paradigm
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Abstract

This monograph is an anaiysis of plays written by King Rama V in dramatic paradigm with an
attempt to expenment the studying process. Such an atlempt is based on a hypothesis that «f “will
open up the imaginary space” For the purpose of this study, the plays fram various manuscripts and
publications had been categorized into two groups. The first group is ntended to be suitable for
performed on stage and produce dramatic aesthetics among the audience while the latter s
intended to produce laughter among the readers and the audience. The result indicates that by
studying King Rama V's plays, the royal dramatic genius and intuition as a playwright, a music

selector, a casting director, a director and a producer is perceived.
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