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Framing the Universe: Cosmography and the “Discourse on the Frame”

in Traiphum Phra Ruang
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Abstract

In The Truth in Painting in 1987, Jacques Derrida describes a "discourse on the frame” as “a;

discourse on the limit between the inside and outside of the art object”. Although this definition
primarily aims at the visual arts, it could be applied to a Buddhist cosmography and the interplay
between the inside and the outside in the depiction of the universe. Focusing on Traiphum Phra
Ruang, a Thai Theravada cosmological text, the paper attempts to demonstrate an intriguing design
of this text in creating an image of a Buddhist universe. As illustrated in the Traiphum, the Buddhist
universe is constructed as an enclosed system in which elements are clearly defined and framed.
But since the Traiphum also mentiéns another hell called the Lokanta hell that is situated "outside”
the universe, the image of a clearly defined unit of the universe becomes disrupted. With the
oresence of the Lokanta hell, the Traiphum'’s universe becomes a unit in which the notions of

aoundary and even the totality of the universe itself are all put in gquestion.
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Framing the Universe: Cosmography and the “Discourse on the Frame”

in Traiphum Phra Ruang

Composed from over thirty Buddhist doctrines by Phaya Lithai in 1345 C.E., Traiphum Phra
Ruang can be viewed as the most complex and the most influential text in Thai literary history. As
suggested by its title, “Trafphur'n," which literally means “three worlds”, the text mainly concerns the
concept of universe from the Theravada perspective. Although the image of the universe in the
Traiphum seems to be clearly defined and framed, the presence of the Lokanta hell signifies that the
Traiphum is actually a text which perplexingly plays with the concept of boundary. Thus, in this
paper, by applying deconstructive notions, particularly the play of “alternation between the logic of
exclusion and that of participation”, ' | will demonstrate an intriguing design of this text in subverting
the concepts of frame and the totality of universe that it appears to delineate.

Generally speaking, the Theravada universe or “cakkavala” is composed of three worlds
situated one world above the other,’ starting from the World of Desire, which is the lowest World,
upward to the World of Form, and finally to the World of Formlessness. Since the World of Form and

the World of Formlessness are the aerial planes located above the heavens in the World of Desire,

' See Jacques Derrida, “Khora,” in On the Name, ed. Thomas Dutoit (Stanford: Stanford

University Press, 1995), pp. 89-127.
? perhaps it would be appropriate to remind the reader that the word “world" here is not meant to be

visualized as a sphere but rather as a plane of existence.
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the only part of the universe that can be visualized Is the World of Desire depicted in the form of the
earth. Like many ancient cosmologies, this earth is conceived not as a sphere but rather as a disk o
which the surface represents the lands of human beings whereas the space above it stands for
Heaven and the thickness of the disk suggests the subterranean space of Hell.

It should be noted here as well that although the Theravada believe in the existence of
multipie universes, these universes are exactly in the same pattern. That is, each universe is in the
shape of a circle and has a great mountain called Sumeru at its center. Being as the central point of
the universe, ML. Sumeru is encircied by sixteen frames of water and mountain ranges. In the first
round, Mt. Sumeru is encompassed by an expanse of water. Then, this water is encircled by a
mountain range which is in turn surrounded by another expanse of water. The pattern of framing
continues like this for the total of sixteen times creating a picture of the Traiphurm’s universe as the
multiple circular frames sharing the same center (see figure 1). In addition, since the universe has a
flat surface, the outermost frame, which is a mountain range called the Cakkavala Wali, alsc
functions as a barrier that prevents the water on the surface of the earth from falling out into the void
outside the universe. Thus, if a frame functions to “[put] representation into a state of exclusive
presence“a. the multiple circular frames of the Traiphum's cosmography not only highlight the role of
center in the image of Mt. Sumeru, but also feature the whole universe as an organized and

contained unit of which the boundary between the inside and the outside is clearly defined.

* See Louis Marin, "The Frame of Representation and Some of its Figures,” in The Rhetoric of the Frame:

Essays on the Boundaries of the Artwork, ed. Paul Duro (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 82.



Nonetheless, apart from the image of a contained universe, the Traiphum aiso mentions a
hell that is unexplainably situated outside the universe. As illustrated in the Traiphum, the realm of
the hell beings is located undemeath the Jambu continent and divided into eight great hells situated
one hell under the other. Each-of these large hells is surrounded by sixteen auxiliary hells which are
n turn surrounded by other forty smalier hells. Accordingly, there are 456 hells underneath the
Jambu continent. Although the Traiphum describes only the size and the shape of the eight great
aells, it can be assumed that all hells are in the same pattern of an enclosed quadrilateral space
sharacterized by extreme heat and unceasing flame. Still, apart from these hells that are all
indemeath the earth, there is yet another kind of hell uniquely situated outside the universe. The
Traiphum does not provide any explanation why this hell is separated from the rest of the hell
system. Rather, it simply implies that since the Theravada believes in the system of multiple
iniverses and since each universe (cakkavala) is in the shape of a circle, the interstice where every
hree universes meet is the void that turns out to be a three-sided abysmal penitentiary called the
okanta hell. (See Figures 2-3)

Due to the premise that each universe has its own astronomical system, the sun, the moon,
nd the stars can shine only within the Cakkavala Wall of each universe. By being oulside the
sakkavala Wall, the Lokanta hell is beyond the extent of the sun, the moon, and the stars, and

1erefore becomes the only hell that is completely dark and extremely cold. Thus, from the
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Figure 3

An image of multiple universes and Lokanta hells



- description that the Traiphum provides, the Lokanta hell appears basically as the reversal of the
hells within the universe. While- the hells within the universe are in the same pattern of an enclosed
quadrilateral space filled with burning heat and blazing flame, the Lokanta hell is a completely dark
and extremely coid abyss. Furthermore, since the hells within the universe are always radiant with
fire, seeing various instruments of torture that inflicted upon one's self and others as well as
witnessing others suffering excruciating pain seem to be parts of punishment for the beings in these
hells. But as for the beings in the Lokanta hell, the complete darkness of this hell prevents
these beings to see their surroundings and one another. Consequently, in contrast to the hells within
the universe, the inability to see as well as the lack of contact with other beings are practically
additional factors that increase the suffering of the beings in the Lokanta hell.

Nonetheless, to view the Lokanta helf merely as an opposition of other hells within the
universe is indeed an oversimplification of its complexity. As mentioned earlier, the Lokanta hell is
the interstice constituted by the void between universes. The nature of the Lokanta hell therefore
couid not be determined whether it is a place or a void. In addition, by being the part outside the
universe that functions as a part of the helf system inside the universe, the Lokanta hell becomes an
element that is neither inside nor outside; “neither absolutely separate nor simply inseparable” from

the universe.” In this respect, instead of participating in the system of binary opposition as the

‘ This phrase is borrowed from Jacques Derrida's discussion of “the double session” in Mallarme’s
writing. See Jacques Derrida, Dissemination, trans. Barbara Johnson (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,

1981), p. 177. Perhaps, it would be appropriate to emphasize again that the word “universe” here means



reversal of other hells within the universe, the Lokanta hell turns out to be an element that subverts
the systemn of binary opposition itself. One could never classify the Lokanta hell in the binary
category of eitherinside or'outéide. Rather, its presence is always a play of “alternation between the
logic of exclusion and that of pé\f‘ticipation”5 In terms of deconstruction, this “alternation between the
logic of exclusion and that of participation” is described not as an oscillation between two poles in
the binary system, but rather as an oscillation “between two types of oscillation: the double
exclusion (neither/nor) and the participation (both this and that).“6 It is the play that defies the “logic
of noncontradiction” or “[the logic] of binarity, of the yes or no” by being “both/and” and “neither/nor”

at once. As a result, "one cannot even say of it that it is neither this nor that or that it is both this and

7

hat.”
To put it in another way, if A and Not-A represent a pair of opposition and P is an element
nvolving these two opposing terms, P will represent a play of “alternation between the logic of

xclusion and that of participalion” when it assumes the positions of ‘A;" ‘Not-A;" ‘both A and Not-A;'

cakkavala” which is not equivalent to the term “universe” in Western or modern concepts. The distinction _
etween inside and outside universe might be hardly conceived in the Western thought. But in terms of Budcdhist
osmology, it is clearly stated that each cakkavalz is in the shape of a circle surrounded by the Cakkavala Wall,
1@ mountain range that serves as the marker of the boundary between the space inside the cakkavala and the

yid outside. Thus, unlike the Western conception of the universe, the notion of inside and outside is intrinsically

resent in the Buddhist concept of cakkavala.
® See note 1 above.
® Derrida, On the Name, p. 91.
" Derrida, On the Name, 0 89,
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and 'neither A nor Not-A' at once.” But since the element P can be all of these positions
simultaneously, it inevitably produces “undecidability” or logical conflictuality that can never be
resolved. Thatis to say, if Pis A, it cannot be Not-A and vice versa. If Pis both A and Not-A, it
cannot be neither A nor Nol-A. If Pis neither A nor Not-A, it cannot be either A or Not-A. Any
attempt to define P becomes in vain for the identity of P turns out to be entangled in a circularity that
is logically irresolvable. The element P can be all of these four positions. But since it can be all of
the four positions, it simultaneously represents none of these positions, for the validity of each
position is nullified by the others. Each position of A; Not-A; both A and Not-A; neither A nor Nof-A;
in relation to P is both asserted and denied in this process. One cannot positively say that the
element P represents each or all of these positions because each of these positions is in fact
negated by the others. Yet at the same time, one can neither say that P does not represent any of
these positions because it indeed represents alt of them. Any inference regarding the element P
and its relations to A and Not-A becomes suspended for P is and is not each position at once.

In the case of the Lokanta hell, by being the part outside the universe that functions as a parn

of the hell system inside the universe, the Lokanta hell represents an element that becomes at one

® it should be pointed out here as well that Derrida’s "alternation between the logic of exciusion and that
of participation”, which implies all of these four positions at once, is also similar to catuskoti (tetralemma or “a
four-branched dilemma”) in Buddhist logic. Since the focus of this study is less on investigating the similarnity
batween Derrida’s thought and Buddhist philesophy than on applying deconstruction to the study of Traiphum
Phra Ruang, | will not pursue the discussion on the similarity between Derrida’s thought and catuskoti in Buddhist

logic here but leave it for future studies.
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and the same time both inside and outside and neither inside nor ouiside. Since it is located outside
the Cakkavala Wall, the marker of the boundary of each universe, the Lokanta hell, by this way, is
“outside” the system of the universe. But since it is a part of the hell system, the Lokanta hell is also
“inside” the system of the universe. The presence of the Lokanta hell therefore includes four
contradicting positions within itself, i.e. inside, outside, both inside and outside, and neither inside
nor outside. But since the Lokanta hell can be each and all of these positions at once, it
simultaneously becomes none of these positions. We cannot say that the Lokanta hell is inside the
universe because it is in fact situated outside the universe. Yet we cannot say that it is outside the
universe either because the Lokanta hell is indeed a part of the hell system within the universe.
Neither can we say that it is both inside and outside the universe, for logically both positions cannot
be true at the same time. Nor can we say that it is neither inside nor outside since the Lokanta hell is
really both. The reasoning in terms of the principle of non-contradiction, the principle of excluded
middle, and the principle of bivaience therefore cannot be applied to the presence of the Lokanta
"ell for the Lokanta hell represents “[an] unceasing inversion of pales” that is not only “alien to the
srder of the ‘paradigm’,” but also troubles the very logic of polarity.9 The identity of the Lokanta helt
n relation to the universe is compietely confounded, and what is left for us to grasp is only a

novement in the “aiternation between the Iogic of exclusion and that of participation”.

Besides producing “an essential indecision"” regarding its own nature, the “structure of

® Derrida, On the name, pp. 90-92.

*® Derrida, Dissemination, p. 177.



logical irresovability”'" of the Lokanta hell has great impacts on the overall structure of the™”
Traiphum's universe, particulary in terms of its cosmographical image, the notion of totality, and the
decision on the boundary of the universe. As mentioned earlier, the Traiphum's universe or
cakkavala is depicted as having the shape of a circle surrcunded by the Cakkavala Wall, the
mountain range that serves as the frame of the universe. But to perceive the image of the
Traiphum's universe as a circle is the perception that does not include the Lokanta hell as a part of
the universe. It can be either the universe is in the shape of a circle and the Lokanta hell is an
outside part that does not belong to the universe, or the universe is not in the shape of a circle and
the Lokanta heli is a part of the universe. But since the Lokanta hell has a “double, contradictory,
undecidable value"'? that cannot be determined whether it is inside or outside the system of the
uhiverse, the image of the whole universe becomes undecidable as well.

Furthermore, as the image of a circle implies, the notion of the Traiphum's universe or
cakkavala is commonly perceived as a self-contained and ciearly defined unit in which the
difference between the space inside the universe and the void outside it is distinctively marked. The
thirty-one realms, which of course include the reaim of hell beings, which constitute the Traiphum's
universe, and all the elements that comprise these reatms are supposed to be all contained within

the boundary of the universe. To have the Lokanta hell, a part of the hell system, outside the

" Jonathan Culler, On Deconstruction: Theory and Criticism after Structuralism (Ithaca: Corneli

University Press, 1982), p. 202.

'? Derrida, Dissemination, p. 221.
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universe accordingly not only subverts the circular image of the universe but also undermines the
notion of its totality. With the presence of the Lokanta hell outside the universe, the circuit of
wholeness of the universe is disrupted and the universe can no longer be said to be a complete unit
that contain all elements within itself. In fact, instead of being a self-contained unit as it is supposed
to be, each universe becomes neither complete nor fully independent for it does not only has
another part outside of itself, but this part is also the part that needs to be comprised by other
universes. From the premise that the Lokanta hell is the interstice where every three universes meet,
it needs three universes to constitute one Lokanta helt. As a result, the Lokanta hell is the space that
does not belong exclusively to any single universe but becomes an area where three universes
overlap. Since three universes share one Lokanta hell, none of these universes is ever complete in
itself or fully independent. Rather, each universe exists only in relation to other universes.

Thus, besides being the void that separates universes, the Lokanta hell functions as a bridge
cannecting all universes. When the Lokanta hell is viewed as a part of the universe, the picture of
the universes will become all interconnected leaving no space to be considered as outside for all
void between universes turns out to be a part of these universes. (See Figure 3 above) But if the
picture of the universes becomes all interconnected, the decision on the boundary of each universe
will be inevitably put in question. How can we define the frame of each universe if we cannot make a
distinction between the inside and the void outside the universe nor a distinction between one

Jniverse and the others since each universe has certain parts overlapping with other universes?
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Generally, a frame is an essential element for the totality of a structure. By limiting the play ¢
elements inside a total form, “the frame is what gives us an object that can have an intrinsic content
or structure.”™ The major function of frames therefore is to demarcates “a point of differentiation, a
point where outside becomes differentiated from inside.”" In the Traiphum's cosmography, it is
stated that each universe is surrounded by the Cakkavala Wall, the mountain range that serves as
the outermost frame delineating the circumference of each universe. But to view the Cakkavala Wall
as the frame of the universe is a perception based on the notion that the universe is in the shape of a
circle, the notion that does not include the presence of the Lokanta hell as a part of the universe.
Since the Lokanta hell in effect has a double undecidable characteristic that cannot be determined
whether it is inside or outside the universe, the decision whether the Cakkavala Wall is the frame of
the universe becomes undecidable as well. If the Lokanta hell is merely an outside part of the
universe, the universe would have the Cakkavala Wall as its frame. But if the Lokanta hell is
considered as a part of the universe, the Cakkavala Wail wouid no longer be the frame of the
universe, and it would be difficult to determine where the frame of the universe stands for the
Lokanta hell is the part oveﬂap;;)ing with other universes. In addition, since the Lokanta heli is the
interstice where the Cakkavala Walls of three universes meet, the Cakkavala Wall, which is
supposed to mark the boundary of the space inside the circular shape of universe, conversely

becomes an element that delineates the void outside and turns it into a space inside.

1 Culler, p. 195.
" Culler, p. 107.



Figure 4

The Lokanta hell as the frame of the universe



The presence of the Lokanta hell thus confounds the decision regarding the borders of the
universe, [n fact, the problems with the boundaries here are even more complicated for, by
surrounding each universe, the Lokanta hell itself can also be viewed as the frame of the universe
(see Figure 4). But if a frame is essentially defined by its function of demarcating a point of
differentiation between the inside and the outside, the Lokanta hell would obviously be a frame that
fails to function as frame. For by being a part inside the universe, the void outside the universe, and
the space overlapping with other universes all at once, the Lokanta heli is the area where the
demarcation between the inside and the outside collapses. This problem of frame, a frame that
cannot be determined whether it is a part of the inside or a part of the outside as represented in the
image of the Lokanta hell, is similar to the problem of frame that Derrida discusses in terms of
“paregon.”

In The Truth in Painting, the “discourse on the frame” or “a discourse on the limit between
the inside and outside of the art object” " is a focus of Derrida’s discussion. Since “aesthetic
judgment must properly bear upon intrinsic beauty, not on finery and surrounds,” to determine “the .
intrinsic—what is framed—and know what one is excluding as frame and outside-the-frame” is
required as one of its fundamental presuppositions. '® Nonetheless, as Derrida points out,

sometimes distinguishing the inside from the outside or even defining the frame itself can be

'® Jacques Derrida, “Parergon,” in The Truth in Painting, trans. Geoff Bennington and lan McLeod
{Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987), p. 45
" Derrida, The Truth in Painting, p. 63.
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problematic. In the case of the frame of a painting, for example, this frame, on the one hand, is an
external part of the painting while, on the other hand, enhances the intemal beauty of the picture.
Yet the fact that the frame can enhance the beauty of the painting means that the painting itself is
incomplete. That is, it lacks something, and this lack can be compensated only by the presence of
the frame. The frame, by this way, becomes an element that is “no longer merely around the work.”
Rather, it is a kind of parergon, a Greek term which means “by-work.” To Derrida, parergon can be
classified neither as “work (ergon) nor outside the work (hors d'oeuvre), neither inside nor outside,
neither above nor below, it disconcerts any opposition but does not remains indeterminate and it
gives rise to the work.""" To put it in another way, parergon is an “hors-d’'oeuvre” that "does not
stand simply outside the work {hors d'oeuvre}."w 'nstead, this hors-d'oeuvre “touches and
cooperates within the aperation, from a certain outside," and places itself in the space that is “[n]
either simply cutside nor simply inside.”™ Since it is added to the work (ergon) in order to complete
it, parergon becomes neither an integral part nor a completely detachable part of the ergon.

In this way, by being an extrinsic part that helps enhance the intrinsic beauty of the picture, .
the frame of painting is also a kind of parergon that cannot be determined whether it is internal or
axternal to the painting. But if the frame itself cannot be determined whether it belongs to inside or

autside, where would the demarcation between the inside and the outside stand? Furthermaore, if the

" Derrida, The Truth in Painting, p. 9. (Original emphasis}
" Please note the pun between “hors-d'oeuvre” and “hors d'oeuvre” here.

" Derrida, The Truth in Painting, 54.
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frame does not function as the point of differentiation between the inside and the outside, would the
frame still remain as frame? Thus, as Derrida once remarks, “this frame is problematical. . ..
Where does the frame take place. Does it take place. Where does it begin. Where does it end.
What is its internal limit. Its external limit. And its surface between the two limits.””

These problems in the notion of frame that Derrida discusses here are quite similar to the
problems that the presence of the Lokanta hell raises when being viewed as the frame of the
Traiphum's universe. By surrounding each universe and setting one universe apart from the others,
the Lokanta hell can be considered as the frame of the universe. But since the Lokanta hell is the
area that can be a part of the universe, a part of the void outside the universe, and a part
overlapping with other universes all at once, the Lokanta hell is ihe frame that fails to function as the
marker of the boundary of each universe and as the point of differentiation between the inside and
the outside. In this respect, similar to what Derrida once says, "there is frame, but the frame does
not exist,"*" the notion of frame as represented by the presence of the Lokanta hell is both asserted
and denied simultaneously leaving the Traiphum's universe to be a unit of which the frame is both

present and absent at once.

Thus, in relation to the universe, the Lokanta hell is “the outside” that “bears with the inside a

relationship that is . . . anything but simpie exteriority."” The problems of the boundary line between

® Derrida, The Truth in Painting, 63. (The question marks are omitted as appear in the original)

' Derrida, The Truth in Painting, 81. (Original emphasis)
z Jacques Derrida, Of Grammatology (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1976), p. 35.
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the inside and the outside raised by the presence of the Lokanta hell have effects not only on the
notion of frame itself but also OI:I the totality of the universe. How can we define the Traiphum's
universe if we do not know where the circumference of its totality stands? In this sense, instead of
being simply a unit that is haphazardly situated outside the universe, the Lokanta hell represents a
deconstructive “rupture” that “propagate(s] its effects throughout the entire chain of discourse,”
making the whole structure of the Traiphum's universe slide.” With the presence of the Lokanta hell,
the traiphurm umiverse becomes a unit in which the notions of boundary and even the totality of the
universe itself are all put in guestion, producing a “play of the structure” that transforms the

traiphum's universe to be “a structure that is open and closed at the same time."*

? Jacques Derrida, “From Restricted to General Economy: A Hegelianism without Reserve,” Writing and
Difference, trans. Alan Bass (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978), pp. 264-72.
* This sentence is borrowed from Derrida’s discussion of “the Double Session” in Mallarmé's writing.

See Derrida, Dissemination, p. 202.
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Kincaid's Lucy : Searching for Identity in Post-colonial Rootlessness

"

nansallunazlisininasialaian: unAnwn Kincaid's Lucy

.

NHN wWnsy (Kumut Putthanu)

Abstract

Jamaica Kincaid is one among weli-received diasporic writers whose works deal with
post-colonial experience and are part of the decolonizing discourse. In her autobiographic
novel, Lucy (1990), she portrays her affer ego as an Antiguan immigrant in the US struggling to
re-invent her identity amidst post-colonial rootlessness and the alienation of the new world. In
her attempts at identity reconstruction amid the threat of rootless post-coloniality, Kincaid
interestingly craws on her oppressive past and appropriates the trope of colonial travel writing

and reverses it for her purpose to contribute to counter-colonial discourse.
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When | was at home...! used lo make a list of all the things that | was
quite sure would not follow me if only | could cross the vast ocean that
lay before me; | used to think that just a change of venue would banish
forever for my life the things | most despised. But that was not to be so.
As each day unfolded for me, | could see the sameness in everything; |

could see the present take a shape—the shape of my past. (Lucy, 89-90)

Jamaica Kincaid's protagonist, Lucy, in her autobiographic novel Lucy (1990) recounts
her painful experience as an immigrant who is constantly caught in the endless process of
identity reconstruction. Kincaid is one ameng well-received diasporic writers whose works deal
with post-colonial experience and are part of the decolonizing disccurse. Born on Antigua, a
small island once a British colony, she struggies with the haunting legacy of colenialism and
articulates the experience in her works. Lucy is an autobiographic Bildungsroman in which a
young immigrant woman from the British colony of Antigua struggles to re-invent her identity
amid the haunt of her post-colonial past and the alienation of the new world. The girl, who has
left her insular homeland to work as an au pair in an American metropolis resembling New
York, is troubled intermittently with homesickress. The homesickness, however, is strangely not
a "yearning for the authentic home (situated in the past)” or “the recognition of the
inauthenticily of the created aura of all homes”. Rather, it is “the paradox of the recognition that
place is disavowed but is still strangely yearned for" (George, 175). Caught in this paradox, the
protagonist of the novel is in the process of a constant, painful and lonely search for identity—
the search precipitated by her acute sense of displacement (rootlessness, in other words) and
alienation experienced both in the past and the present. The sense of displacement and
alienation is her not feeling at home with pecple. places, things and ideas—the feelings of
being roctless. Because of colonization, she dees not have solid roots to hold on to for her true
identity wherever she is. Focusing on the idea of displacement and alienation that result from
her post-colonial experience, this paper atlempts to elucidate Lucy's and Kincaid's (through
Lucy) reinvention of her diasporic identity-—one in which the present takes a shape out of her
past whose landscape is occupied by both her biological mother and her mother{land),

Antigua.



As a post-coionial subject, Kincaid is threatened by her strong sense of rootlessness
created by the British colonial enterprise which has removed her and the people of her race
from their roots. She is a descendant of the people whose “socigties drained of their essence,
cultures trampled underfoot, institutions undermined, land confiscated, religions smashed,
magnificent artistic creations destroyed and extracrdinary possibilities wiped out” (Césaire,
172). The identity and future of the post-colonial subjects fike Lucy's (or otherwise Kincaid's)
were meant to be shaped or directed by the colonizer's values. She was brought up in a world
where "everything seemed divine and good only if it was English” (Cudjoe in Simmons, 1898,
66}, and the requirement was o be as English as possible: "My whole upbringing was
something | was not; it was English. It was sort of a middle ¢lass-English upbringing” (Cudjoe in
Simmons, ibid.). Stili, however excellent she was in learning English stuff dictated by Engiish
values, she never got pass the ultimate hurdle: “Of course there was the final hurdle that you
could never pass, you could never be English. You could never be a real person (Simmons
interview in Simmons, ibid.). For her, it was just like promising everything possible but
ultimately denying it.

Like the character she created, Kincaid is a post-coionial subject and an immigrant who
is facing a period of increasing globalization, the rapid creation of muttinationais, massive flows
of transmigration, and border-crossings” which makes “"acculturation becomes increasingly
coemplicated” (Hermans and Kempen 1998 in Bhatia and Ram 2001, 2). it is the period when
independence does not mean the end of colonization because, as maost post-colonial critics
argue, “all post-colonial societies are still subject in one way or another to overt or subtle form
of necolonial domination....Post-colonialism is a continuous process of resistance and
reconstruction” {Asheroft, Griffiths, and Tiffins, 1995, 2). Likewise, as a post-colonial subject,
Kincaid and Lucy, her after ego, are in the continuous process of their resistance against what
coloniglism means to define them and of the reconstruction of their identities.

Upen immigrating to the United States, 19 year-old Lucy launches her frustrating
search for identity. She sees that if she is to be successful in her atternpt at personal freedom
and independence she needs to renounce her past. This results in total, self-imposed
separation from her family and homeland which she s not sure if she can really call it home
even though it is the pltace she was born and brought up. Why does Lucy have to reject her

former idenlity? The answer lies much In the trlter expenence of being displaced even in her



home country hecause of thé colonial haritage the colonizer has left to her society and culture.
Imposing their culture and values on their colonies, the colonizers bring about radical changes
and take the native people away from their indigencus roots.

Lucy's desire to assert her own identity begins even at home where she was in the first
place rcbbed of her mother’s affection and was then plagued with the bitter feeling of being
displaced and alienated. Her incipient rebellion was precipitated by her altered relationship
with her mother for whom she "had loved at one time withaut reservation” (20). However, at the
age of nine, her love affair with her mother ended and hatred took its place with the arrival of
her baby brother on whom love and attention was lavished. Traditional male damination in the
family was complicated by the coloniai norms and values. The women are expected to stay in
the domestic realm where the men can enjoy or are entitled to life and opportunities outside the
home. Lucy has three brothers. Each time her-brother was born, her "mother and father
announced ...with great seriousness that the new child would go to university in England and
study to become a doctor or lawyer or someone who would occupy an important and influential
position in society” (130). The three brothers were greeted into the world with grand
aspirations while the daughter was now neglected. What embittered her the most was her

mother's reacticn to the births of her sons:

My father didn't know me at ali; | did not expect him to imagine a life for me
filled with excitement and triumph. But my mother knew me well, as well as
she knew herself: |... even thought of us as identical; and whenever, | saw
her eyes fifled with tears at the thought of how proud she would be at some
deed her sons had accomplished, | felt a sword go through my heart; for
there was no scenario in which she saw me, her only identical offspring, in a

remotely similar situation. {130)

She felt betrayed so bitterly that she called her 'Mrs Judas' (130) and “began to plan a
separation from her” (130). That was how her hatred for and her rebellion against the mother
began. Her mother who should have sympathized with her had condoned and ultimately
represented the patriarchal and colonial appression on her, The surrender of her individuality to

her preoccupation to serve the male members of the family is symbolized by “the absence of




red lipstick on [her] mouth after [the sons] were born"(131). The attention on the daughter had
been focused on bringing her up to be a good woman in the submissive traditional role the
society expects of her. Lucy recalls with repulsion how her mother insisted that she, then at 13,

take 19 year old Maude Quick, her mother's ideal goddaughter as her example:

..., my mother had said what a wonderful person this girl was, how
she had given her parents such a cause lo be proud of, and how,...,

she was a good example o all girls who came after her. (111)

Her mother even had placed her in this exemplary girl's care as if hoping that "some of her
good example would rub off on [her]" (111). The reality was that young Lucy was bullied by
Maude whose exemplary conducts were the results of her strict upbringing in which “her father
was the head of jails". Lucy herself considered Maude as her “personal jailer” {111). Both her
mother and Maude, to Lucy, were the manifestations of male domination. Men are the
colonizers and women are the colonized.

Ultimately, Lucy began to feel suffocated by her mather's love for her, the love that was
manifested in the mothér's attempt to bring her up to be a good, well-behaved lady, one that

would not bring disgrace to the family:

...I'had come to see her love as a burden and had come lo view if with
horror the sense of self-satisfaction it gave my mother to hear other
pople comment on her great love for me. | had come to feel that my
mother's love for me was designed solely fo make into an echo of her:
and | didn't know why, but | felt that | would rather be dead than

become just an echo of someone (36)

Lucy now perceived her mother's love as an oppressive {orce and a hindrance to her
freedom and she did not want to be drowned in the nonidentity and anonymity prescribed for
women in the male-dominated society. Her mother's attempt to mould her did mark the
“beginning of [her] expressing hatred, hostility, anger toward [her} parents, sometimes with
words, sometimes with deeds” (112). The hatred, hostility and anger were so acute that she
vowed: “When | turn nineteen | will be living at home only if | drop dead” (112). That was the

incipient period of how oppressive and stifling her home was to her. At nineteen, Lucy found



herself in a foreign land of her dream for freedom and independence, disavowing almost totally
her family and her homeland. Her immigration and disavowal is part of Lucy's attempt at
reinventing her identity and future,

From without the realm of the home, Lucy also began to be aware of oppressive effects
of colonialism. She was educated in the British education system. Part of the education
imposed was that she had to memorize an old poem by a well-known British poet. It was a
poem about the daffodil, a flower she has never seen in her life. The poem in question is likely
to be Wordsworth's “l Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” which celebrates the liveliness of daffodils
in full bloom dancing in the wind. She was made to recite the poem to 'an auditorium full of
parents, teachers and [her] fellow pupils {18). She did an excellent job, pronouncing every
word correctly and nicely. The experience of having to memarize the poem is symbolic in that it
represents the colonizer's attempts to ‘civilize' the colonized without taking into account the
context and the reality in which the civilization is imposed. The colonized is forced to sacrifice
their culture and identity 1o embrace those of the colonizer's. Lucy's dream about daffodils is a

metaphor of the colonizer-colonized refationship which is based on oppression:

The night after | had recited the poem, | dreamt, continuously it
seemed, that | was being chased down a narrow cobbled street by
bunches and bunches of those same daffodils that | had vowed fo
forget, and when finally | feli down from exhaustion they all piled on top
of me, until  was buried deep beneath them and was never sSeen again.

{18}

Secretly, Lucy longed to rebel against the educational imposition manifested by her
experience with the ‘daffodil' pcem. After the recitation of the poem, she recalled her

frustration and how she wanted to obliterate the experience:;

The | was then at the height of my two-facedness. that is, outside |
seemed one way, inside | was another; cutside false, inside true. And
8o [ made pleasant little noises that showed that both modesty and
appreciation, but inside | was making a vow to erase from my mind, line

by line, every word of that poem. (18)



a

The frustrating experience with the poem keeps haunting her. Consequently, when she was
introduced to the flowers in reality by Mariah, she made note of them. "[T]hey iooked beautiful;
they looked simple, as if made to erase a complicated and unnecessary idea” (29)—the idea
which a person who has never seen the flowers would have. Because of the frustration created
by the gap between what has been absent and reality, “[she] wished that [she] had an
enormous scythe; [she] would walk down the path, dragging it alongside [her], and [she] would
cut these flowers down at the place where they emerged from the ground” (29). Unmistakably,
the daffodil-poem experience is associated with the colonizer's inconsideration in imposing
something that is absent in the colonized's context of reality. The post-colonial educational
heritage left Lucy vast ‘space’ between what was taught to her and its reality. Kincaid writes of
this formidable ‘space’ in her essay “On Seeing England the First Time™: “The space between
the idea of something and its reality is always wide and deep and dark” (Kincaid in Oczkowicz,
143). This ‘space’ bewilders and disillusions her as well as Lucy as she encounters the reality
in the new world—the world in her post-colonial education.

The atienation Lucy suffered at home on Antigua results in her eventual immigration to
the United States in hope to create her own identily and future. She tells of her daydream

about the place she is now in;

In a daydream | used to have, all these places were points of happiness
to me all these places were lifeboats to me small drowning soul, for |
would imagine myself entering and leaving them, and just that—entering
and leaving over and over again—would see me through a bad feeling |

did not have a name for. (3)

The change of ‘venue’, however, brings another sense of alienation and displacement created
by the "space between the idea of something and its reality"—the ‘space’ that is “wide and
deep and dark” (Kincaid, ibid). Lucy thinks she had left her past behind because of the

change of place. But the concept of place is more complex than simply its geological and



physical dimension. The baggage of her Antiguan past is always with her and in the new place
she is now bombarded with alienation and displacement again.

For in reality, the places of her daydream “looked ordinary, dirty, worn down by so
many people entering and leaving in real life.. .t was not [her] first bout with the disappointment
of reality and it would not be [her] last...[Upon] a good view of the sight before her, [she] was
reminded of how uncomfortable the new can make you feel” (4). “[These were] all wrong. The
sun was shining but the air was cold” (5). This is totaily different from her past experience on
Antigua where the sun shines and it is hot. She is caught at the cross-roads of cultures and
identities (Antiguan and American) and "this realization now entered [her] life like a flow of
water dividing formerly dry and solid ground, creating two banks, one of which was [her]
past—so familiar and predictable that even [her] unhappiness then made [her] happy now just
to think of it—the other my future, a gray blank, and overcast seascape on which rain was
falling and no boats were in sight”. Upon the realization, she “felt cold inside and out” (8-7).
The weather, the climate, and the tandscape all serve to bring to her the nostalgic feelings for
her homeland. “[She] was unhappy. [She] looked at a map, An ocean stood between [her] and
the place [her came from, but ...[she] could not go back” {9-10). She has decided not to return
to her oppressive homeland, She shuts herself from the news about it by rejecting to open the
letters her mother wrote her in hope to embrace a new identity for she sees that ‘{the] object of
[her] life now was to put as much distance between [herself} and the events mentioned in {her
mather’s letters] as [she manages]' {31). In so doing she thinks she would set herself free.

Not only do the climatic and gecgraphical changes affect her, but also do the new
social and cultural milieus. They all add up to her feelings of alienation and displacement
because they betray her preconceptions of them. The song about love was sung "in a very
insincere and artificial way...It was very beautiful...and it was beautiful because it was so
insincere and artificial” (11). The family she works with seems happy and typical of the

American family:

The husband and the wife looked alike and their four children fooked just
like them. In photographs of themselves, which they placed aill over the
house, their six yellow-haired heads of various sized were hunched as it
they were a bouquet of flowers tied together by an unseen string. ..., they
smiled out at the world, giving the impression that they found everything

in it unbearably wonderful. (12)



Ironically, the marital relations between her employers, Lewis and Mariah, appear phony.
Things look good on the outside but rotten inside. Lewis has an affair with his wife’s best friend.
As the relations turn sour, they still care to disguise the sad truth to the outside world. They try
to make the family "look healthy, robust; everything about them solid, authentic'. But for Lucy,
she knows that “[she] was looking at ruins” (88). Eventually Lewis leaves Mariah who
pathetically pretends to the world that it is she who leaves him. All these add up to the
American reality much of which still waits to unfold to Lucy.

People in the new piace also stereatype Lucy because of her origin and the place she
comes from. They try to impress her by telling her how beautiful the place is and how wonderful
the people are. They try to identify themselves with her but only to offend her or make her feel
uncomfortable. Mariah once told Lucy she herself has indian blood. The patronizing revelation
upset Lucy as she considered Mariah a descendant of the colonizer the oppressive element
she still suffers from in her post-colonial experience: “... underneath everything [she] could
swear [Mariah] says it as if she were announcing her possession of a trophy. How do you get to
be the sort of victor who claim to be the vanquished also?"(41)}

Despite her hatred and anger for her mother, Lucy never stops loving her and she has
found Mariah almost the substitute mother. Treating Lucy nicely, Mariah is somehow the
desirable side of Lucy's Antiguan mother. She does not restrict the live-in au pair's freedom in
her sexual adventure and in her choices of friends (like Peggy even though she does not like
her). Lucy can also discuss with her the issues her biological and cultural mother would have
frowned at. Once she expressed and discussed with Mariah her sexual life with Paul while
Mariah shared the story of her 'bad sex’ with Lewis {131-132). This could not be possible if
Lucy is in her homeland where repressive and overpowering sense of propriety is upheld.

Just like her ambivalent feelings for her mother, Lucy has the same feelings for Mariah.
Despite Mariah's sympathy and understanding for her, Lucy stilt identifies her with the
oppressive force and the hindrance to the new identity she seeks to establish. Her sense of
seeing herself and Mariah as separate beings has been inscribed by the colonial conception

regarding their complexion. Lucy's colored skin stands in sharp contrast against angelic
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Mariah's “pale-yellow skin...in this almost celestial light, and she locked blessed, no blemished
or mark of any kind on her cheek or anywhere else” (27). Undoubtedly, this superficial vision of
Mariah is a result of her colonial preconception. Mariah is set apart from her even by her smell.
She smells of perfume, a luxury emblematic of Western culture. She smells pleasant and, to
Lucy, “that's the trouble with Mariah” {26). Upon that, however, she resists this colonial
emblem. "By then | already knew that | want to have a powerful odor and would not care if it
gave offense” (27) because it would make her different and the odor is her African identity.

As she thought that Mariah, a modern Western woman, would understand her anger for
her mother and her family for their neglecting her after the births of her brothers, Lucy confided
to Mariah her bitter past on Antigua. But to her horror and disappeintment, Mariah who wanted
to rescue her from the bitterness of her past. “spoke of women in society, women in history,
women in culture, women everywhere" {131} implying that Lucy should accept the prescribed
role and place of women in the patriarchal social system and that there is no use to rebsl
against that. Disillusioned by her false conception of madern women as embodied by Mariah
who she loves as if her mother, Lucy is pushed further apart from her Antiguan mother,
admitting that “for ten of [her] twenty years, half of [her] life, [she] had been mourning the end
of a love affair (with her mother), perhaps the only true love in [her] whole life {she] would ever
know" (132).

The disintegration of Mariah's family because of Lewis's infidelity unfolds another
aspect of the American reality which reminds Lucy of male priviege and supremacy in her
homeland manifested by her father having affairs with a number of women including the one
who tried to kill her and her mother. Feeling terrible because of her situation, Mariah begins to

be harsh on Lucy:

Mariah spoke to me harshly all the time now, and she began to make
up rules which she insisted that | follow,; and ! did, for after all, what else
_ could she do? It was a last resort for her—insisting that | be the servant
Lucy is now lding
_ and she the master. (143)
American rez Iways
tied to escape. She has decided to move out and live independently with Peggy in an
apanment in which she has her own room and a roof of her own. She is proud of new place

since: “...it was [her] own. [She] had bought it with [her] own money. The roof over [her) head
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was [her] own” (144). The pieces of furniture are her own choices, the ones that would remind
her of her homeland. And she has her privacy—a sense of freedom and independence.

By having Lucy disavow her mother, her family and her homeland, Kincaid were
successful in rendering her a diasporic identity. To add up to the success, the account of the
girl's sexual adventure is devised to subvert the trope of colonial trave! writing. As she turned
adolescent and in the wake of her physiological changes, her strict upbringing made her miss
the opportunity for an initiation into sexuality. Her recoilection of her girlhood friend Myrna and
the girl's secret sexual affair with a fisherman shows her resentment for ner mother. Having
listened to Myrna's story, she was “"almost overcome with jealousy. Why had such an
extraordinary thing happened to [Myrnal and not to [her]” (105}, She did encounter the
fisherman alone in his place, but her lady-like conduct and exchanges with the man prevented

further interaction that would have led to any sexual intimacy because:

[she] was being a direct imitation of [her] mother...the Little Miss he
knew was a leenage girl beyond reproach in every way that fwhen he]
asked her a question she would reply in her mother's forty-year-old

voice—{she was] hardly a prospect for a secret rendezvous. (107)

The recollection of this section of her past reveals Lucy's early fascination with the
taboos she was brought up against. The fascination coupled with her hatred and anger for her
parents predicts her rebellion and efforts to be different especially from her mother who
surrendered herself to patriarchal domination. Her adventure in sexuality in the United States is
her rebellion against her maother and the colonial discourse of Western men in their sexual
adventure in the colonized world.

During the colonial times, a large number of European men left the mediocrity,
nonidentity or even the lack of opportunity for upward social mobility of their homeland
situations to seek fortune and fame and to establish an identity in the new world. They were part
of the European colonial enterprise which “was not only a matter of Chritianity and commerce,
[but] it was also a matter of copulation and concubinage. Sextual opportunities were often
seized with imperious confidence” (Hyam in Williams and Christman, 2). The conquest of the

new world by the colonial enterprise is a paradigm that parallels the conguest of the female
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body and self by the male in the male-dominated social system where sexual freedom and
adventure is also considered exclusively a male domain just the colonial projects were the
domain of the self-assumed superior West. The establishment of domination, thus an identity, at
the expense of the conguered's identity and freedom to be different is symptomatic of colonial
pathology, which writers in the traditions of post-colonial discourse seeks to dismantle. Kincaid
is one of such literary figures attempting at the decolonizing discourse through the character of
Lucy who takes herself to the task of a female sexual adventurer from the once-colonized
world,

Upon her visit to a museum, Lucy encountered some paintings by Paul Gauguin, whom
she simply referred to as “a French man, who had gone halfway across the world to live and
had painted pictures of the peopie he found there.” Strangely, she “identified with yearning of
this man; {she] understocd finding the place you are born in an unbearable prison and wanting
something completely different from what you are familiar with, knowing it represents haven”
(95). Gaugin left France and found a haven in an island where he indulged in sexual exoticism,
He was part of the discourse of the colonizers, the white who had a God-like aura around him
and whom the native people beheld him with awe and respect because of his race, Lucy
aspires to be kke him but “{she] was not a man; {she] was a young woman from the fringes of
the world, when [she] left [her] home [she] had wrapped around [her] the mantel of a servant”
{94). But as a point of departure for her identity reinvention, she embraces the agency of a
transnational sexual traveler reversing myth of the colonial discourse of the Western men
manifested by Gaugin. Holcomb (2003} maintains that embracing the identity of a transnational
slut is Lucy’s attempt at the counterculture of decolonizing discourse. Allin all, the identity is
her rebellion against her mother the thought of whom “reminded her that [her] whole upbringing
had been devoted to preventing [her] from becoming a slut” (127). Lucy's disobedience
implies her perception of her mother's oppression as a result of strict moral codes of the
Victorian/West values concerning female sexual conducts which are part of the colonialist
instruments to 'civilize’ the 'animalistic’ colgnized.

By becoming a transnational slut, Lucy regards her body as her property and resists
being appropriated or dominated by pairiarchal/colonial values which consider female
body/colony as the site of (re)production and exploitation for pleasure and identity. In order to

stay free from domestic commitment of a wife or a mother and not to allow the male gain the
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upper hand over her, she keeps refusing falling in love. In every of her relationships with men in
her sexual life, she always insists she “was not in love” (67). When Paul, her artist lover, took a
picture of hers while she was “standing over a hoiling pot of food.” And she was “naked from
the waist up; a piece of cloth, wrapped around [her], covered [her] from waist down“'(155). The
picture depicts her as a domestic figure, a wifefmother figure with her bare breast signifying
her fertility. She was appalled by the picture. “That was the moment he got the idea he
possessed me in a certain way, and that was the moment 1 grew tired of him" (155}, She would
never let him ‘colonize’ her and kill her sense of freedom to be herself.

The closing of the novel sees Lucy economically and socially independent, living in an
apartment and having a job as a secretary for a photegrapher. To identify her new self, she
discusses her original name: “Lucy Josephine Potter” (149). She revives the moment she knew
what her first name means. “l named you after Satan himself. Lucy, short for Lucifer”, her
mother angrily told her {(152). Upon the discovery, she * went from fegling burdened and old
and tired to feeling light, new, clean. [She] was transformed from failure to triumph, It was the
moment [she] knew who [she] was" (152). To seek freedom and independence and to
establish her own identity amid the prevalent sense of alienation and displacement—the threat
of rootlessness of not feeling at home, she has to capitalize on her spirit of rebellion like Lucifer.
But like Lucifer's rebellion, her rebellion has entailed alienation and loneliness. In conseguence
of her rebeltion against her mother and her rejection of the Antiguan past, she finds herself
tiberated but alone at the end of the novel. Her loneliness and alienation is the price she has to
pay for the search for her trug identity. Like Lucifer, she is committed to the task of self-
knowledge: "If | did not know everything vet, | would not be afraid to know everything as it
came up” (153). '

Lucy strives to disrupt the perpetuation of the colonial effects, re-inventing her own
identity rather than acquiescingly embracing the homogenized (nonlidentity defined or
prescribed by the legacy of colonialism. Her attempts at decolonizing the colonial effects on
her selfhood entails her bitler rejection of her mother, her homeland and her condescending
Western sympathizers represented by Mariah. Boldly and unabashedly, she takes on the role
of a sexual traveler in defiance of everything she has been brought up to be, an identity that

would altow her to explore the world and to be free from male domination. Lucy's search for

her identity amid the state of post-colonial rootlessness, however, is far from being complete at
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the encl of the novel. Instead, it seems to be another beginning of the seemingly endiess
process of identity invention. Her life still “stretched out ahead of [her] like a boak of blank
pages” (163). The closing picture of Lucy writing diary in the notebook Mariah gave her as a
present suggests that the further account of her seif-invention has yet to be created and told by

Lucy herself.
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Abstract

In the present, mass communication made the vaiue of lacal culture becoming a part of
consumptive signs of urban society, which is the center of the information producers and
information consumers. The concept of Mae Chaem local culture presentation was presented in
this paper, Mae Chaem, the one of the district in Chiang Mai province, as the space where
various social groups have constructed the meaning. In this study, the researches focus on the

meaning construction process of Pha Sin Tin Chok, the material culture is symbolizes of Mae
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Chaem. This local culture is significant for presentation of Mae Chaem people image in the
invention of traditions such as the Mae Chaem Unique Handmade Tin Chok Clothes Festival and

the Jula Kathin Cerermony.

From the study, it was found out that Mae Chaem cammunity based on the relationship
of various ethnic groups with diverse culture. But the Mae Chaem Unigue Handmade Tin Chok
Clothes Festival has been invented as the symbol or the core of the membership of the
community, Anyhow, the other communities tried to show their identities by both maintaining
their group symbol and accepting Pha Sin Tin Chok culture. Moreover, they presents also the

membership of the national-state.

In the case of the Jula Kathin Cerermony, it is the process of presentation of the image
of Mae Chaem people. This process fits the need of urban society for cultural consumption.

These traditions established symbol and identity for the middle class Thai people.
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