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‘Intertextuality’ and politics of the truth of Pak Mun dam
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Abstract

This article applied ‘Intertextuality’ as a concept for analysis the conflict of Pak Mun dam, The main
argument here is the conflict was not only the problem of resource management, but it was the politics of
truth in Thai society which clearly manifests two dynamism of truth management. Firstly, the truth of Pak
Mun dam was constructed under difference ‘episteme’. The pro and the con dams group separately
made their own ‘discourse’ to contend and counter sach other in diverse social space. However, the
content of their discourse is not completely contradictory separation from one another. Albeit the pro and
the con may against each other, but mutually referred and borrowed each other discourses, which
resulted the complexity and the elusiveness of the truth of Pak Mun dam. Secondiy, Thai society is not
interested in and ignores the politics of truth. In the Pak Mun dam case study. so far, we are not able to
draw a clear-cut conciusion of “the truth”. “Let's the truth naturally and automatically goes silence” seems
to be our traditions or ways of proceeding in dealing with “the truth”. 1t can verified by the dramatic
events in the past: the truth about 6 October 1972, the truth about terrorism. and the truth about the

assassination of community leaders who resisted the unjust and hegemonic power.
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Abstract

This essay has employed the literature analysis method to study a science fiction
film, Star Wars, by George Lucas. Literature analysis and film studies are similar in their
studies in the author's/producer’s biography, the work itself, and the audience. These
three dimensions are intensely related and cannot be separated from each other, The
producer's piece of work is a reflaction of his thoughts and the history of his life; therefore,
it usually mirrors the historical and political contexts during the time he grew up, by having
the audience providing the judgment of the value of that piece of work. It is the same in
George Lucas's film, we can see his identity here and there - in the character's name, the
character's actions, and in some parts of the film scripts. Moreover, Star Wars is a mirror
of the American history and politic during the 1930s-1870s, which was the period Lucas
grew up in. For example, the Ideology of Liberal Consensus, an agreeable thought of the
Americans during the time America was still under the British Empire, is interestingly
inserted in the film. This ideclogy was highly known after WW I, especially the idea of
viewing Communism as an antagonist of America's security and stability. The Americans
viewed this war as a battle between Virtue (America} and Vise (Communism). This film
also comprehends the views about Vietnam War, the time of spiritual journeys of the
young Americans, and racism. Even though Star Wars was gone into theatres in the time
of the downfall of Science Fiction movies, it prociaimed a success and won the heart of
the Americans throughout the country. Considering its being one of the tops of All
time-Box-office and its numerous awards, no one can deny that Star Wars is one of the

greatest american film ever.
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