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Abstract
Concerning the relationship between the State and Buddhism, this paper considers the
King's roles towards the monastic institution from the case of ‘monastic laws' issued in the reign of

King Rama 1 of Ratanakosin era.
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In the first part, the background and significance of the ‘monastic laws' in the Three Seals
Code are discussed. In the second par, the relationship between the royal institution and
Buddhism is analyzed as a crucial factor in passing the ‘monastic laws'. Apart from the ancient
Thai's historical factors and influence of Buddhist politica! philosophy, | suggest that the belief of
‘The Five Declines’ is another factor contributing to the royal institution's especial concern for the
monastic institution's conformity to the Disciplines. This is because, considered against the
category of ‘The Practical Decline’, the monastic situation at that time was ‘the great corrupiness’.

In the third part, | present an analysis of the 10 ‘monastic faws' in the Three Seals Code in
order to reveal the relationship between the royal and the monastic institutions in the reign of King
Rama 1. The important finding is that many of the 'monastic laws’ bear palitical, rather than
refigious, implication—the aim above ali else is to control manks' conduct, which has impacts on

the King's dominion.
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Abstract

This paper argues for a way to support the idea thal obligations of gratitude are able tc
give birth to a form of paolitical obiigation. |t tries to put the discussions dene so far in a nutshell.
and reevaluate them in a new light. An Important supposition in making that course acceptable s
changing ours understanding of the status of the concept 'state’ in those kinds of argument for
obeying the laws of the state. The paper propose an argument for palitical obligation on the

basis of that understanding, and tries to defend each of its premises.
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Paul Ricoeur' s Narrative Hermeneutics in Nursing Research
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Abstract

Ricoeur's interpretative theory has been appropriated by nursing researchers in their attempt to
formulate an appropriate method for understanding narrative data. This paper ciitically studies 3
distinctive formulations developed by Geanellos; Wiklund, Lindholm, and Lindstromb; and Lindseth and

Norberg.
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