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Abstract

This essay has employed the literature analysis method to study a science fiction
film, Star Wars, by George Lucas. Literature analysis and film studies are similar in their
studies of the author's/producer's biography, the work itself, and the audience. These
three dimensions are intensely related and cannot be separated from each other. The
producer's piece of work is a reflection of his thoughts and the history of his life. It
usually mirrors the historical and political contexts during the time he grew up. The work
will rely on the audience providing the judgment of the value of that piece of work. It is
the same in George Lucas's fim, we can see his identity here and there - in the
character's names, the character's actions, and in some parts of the film scripts.
Moreover, Star Wars is a mirror of the American history and politics during the 1930s-
1970s, which was the period Lucas grew up in. For example, the Ideology of Liberal
Consensus, a collective agreement of the Americans at a time when America was still
under the British Empire, is interestingly inserted in the film. This ideclogy was widely
accepted after WW Il, especially the idea of viewing Communism as an antagonist of
America's security and stability. The Americans viewed this war as a battle between
Virtue (America) and Vice (Communism). This film also includes a reflection of the
Vietnam War, the time of spiritual journeys of the young Americans, and racism. Even
though Star Wars hit theatres at a time of waning popularity of Science Fiction movies, it
proclaimed a success and won the heart of the Americans throughout the country.
Considering its being one of the tops of All time-Box-office and its numerous awards, no

one can deny that Star Wars is one of the greatest American fiim ever made.
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