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Abstract

The 10 selected articles, together with points of discussion from the panels
on Truth and Imagination, offer “new” vistas for Thai Humanities in the followings:

1) All 10 selected articles offer thought-provoking perspectives and pose
challenging guestiens for Thai Humanities. The methodologies and analyses are
inter-disciplinary, reflecting current trends in doing Humanities in Thailand.

2} All 10 selected articles indicate creative contributions of the Humanities
in the studies of historical, social, cultural, political and therapeutic phenomena.
They reflect an uneasy complexity of “truths™ which are dynamic, inclusive and
open-ended.

3) The panels on Truth and imagination offer a “common frame of reference”
for doing Humanities. This common framewark is crucial in pointing to an overail

picture of the Humanities whose diverse methodologies are always poignant.
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“There are two conflicting major strains in Flato and in the
Platonic tradition. With respect to the deepest and farthest-
reaching cleavage separating philosophical or religious systems
he stood on both sides; and his influence on later generations
waorked in two opposite directions. The cleavage to which | refer



ATNAT Uy stAanT

is that between what | shall call other-worldliness and this-
worldiiness. By other-worldliness | do not mmean a belief in and a
preoccupation of the mind with a future life ... Rather, | mean
the belief that both the genuinely ‘real’ and the truly good are
radically antithetic in their essential characteristics to anything to
be found in man’s natural life, in the ordinary course of human
experience, however normal, however intelligent, and however
fortunate.”
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“Among the great philosophic systems of the seventeenth
century, it is that of Leibniz that the conception of the Chain of
Being is most conspicuous, most deferminative, and most
pervasive ...... Since the metaphysics of Leibniz is a form of
idealism, or, more precisely, of panpsychism, the gradation is
defined primarily in psychological terms.”
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“A moderate rationalism that does not endorse these
stronger claims could still be quite sufficient to meet the demands
posed by three arguments for existence of a priori justification
discussed in 1.1, Thus it will be useful and do no harm to limit
ourseives for now to this more modest version of rationalism

fwhich will in fact prove to be the most defensible one.)”
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