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Project Code : PDG47H0009

Project Title : Legends Retold 1: Kesa Rapunzel

Researcher : Threedow Aphaiwongs, M.A. (Theatre Practice)
Department of Dramatic Arts, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University

E-mail Address : Threedow@yahoo.com

Project Duration : 15 March 2004 — 14 September 2006

The working process of this research “Legends Retold 1: Kesa-Rapunzel’ is
divided into 3 parts. The first part is the creation of the play Kera-Rapunzel. The second
part deals with the play direction and solution of problems that arise during the rehearsal
as well as response to the audience feedback after watching the shows. The last part is
the making of the director's workbook and the writing of the report of the whole project
entitted “Making and Directing the Play Kesa-Rapunzel.” The report includes the
hypothesis of the project, the working processes, problems and solutions, evaluation and
conclusion of the project. This play is developed and reinterpreted from the original plot
and theme of a German’s classic folk fairy tale Rapunzel compiled by the Grimm'’s
brothers.

Being the product of reinterpretation of the fairy tale Rapunzel, this new play has
human selfishness as its main theme and freedom as its supporting theme, and at the
same time presents “Mother abandons her child” problem, which is one of the social
problems in the Thai society. All situations in the play are taking place in the future. The
main character is changed from Rapunzel to the witch in order to provoke the audience’s
reaction against the bad behaviour of selfish mothers. The western style and technique of
playwriting, which emphasizes the action of the main character, is used in presenting this
play. The directing techniques of contemporary theatre is also used to communicate with
the contemporary Thai audience. The evaluation of this research project is done using

the audience questionnaire and the suggestions from the seminar.

Keyword: Contemporary Theatre, Legends Retold, Rapunzel, Playwriting,

Directing, Theatre Play, Reinterpretation
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MAMMARNUIN N.

First edition, 1812

Rapunzel

Once upon a time there was a man and
a woman who had long wished for a

child but had never received one.

Finally, however, the woman came to be

with child.

Through the small rear window of these
people's house they could see into a
fairy's garden that was filled with

flowers and herbs of all kinds.

No one dared enter this garden.

One day the woman was standing at
this window, and she saw the most

beautiful rapunzel in a bed.

She longed for some, but not knowing
how to get any, she became miserably

Final edition, 1857

Rapunzel

Once upon a time there was a man and
a woman who had long, but to no avail,

wished for a child.

Finally the woman came to believe that

the good Lord would fulfill her wish.

Through the small rear window of these
people's house they could see into a
splendid garden that was filled with the

most beautiful flowers and herbs.

The garden was surrounded by a high
wall, and no one dared enter, because
it belonged to a sorceress who
possessed great power and was feared

by everyone.

One day the woman was standing at
this window, and she saw a bed
planted with the most beautiful

rapunzel.

It looked so fresh and green that she
longed for some. It was her greatest

desire to eat some of the rapunzel. This



Her husband was frightened, and

asked her why she was doing so poorly.

"Oh, if I do not get some rapunzel from
the garden behind our house, | shall

surely die," she said.

The man, who loved her dearly,
decided to get her some, whatever the

cost.

One evening he climbed over the high
wall, hastily dug up a handful of

rapunzel, and took it to his wife.

She immediately made a salad from it,

which she devoured greedily.

It tasted so very good to her that by the
next day her desire for more had grown

threefold.

The man saw that there would be no

peace, so once again he climbed into
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desire increased with every day, and
not knowing how to get any, she

became miserably ill.

Her husband was frightened, and

asked her, "What ails you, dear wife?"

"Oh," she answered, " if | do not get
some rapunzel from the garden behind

our house, | shall die."

The man, who loved her dearly,
thought, "Before you let your wife die,
you must get her some of the rapunzel,

whatever the cost."

So just as it was getting dark he
climbed over the high wall into the
sorceress's garden, hastily dug up a
handful of rapunzel, and took it to his

wife.

She immediately made a salad from it,

which she devoured eagerly.

It tasted so very good to her that by the
next day her desire for more had grown

threefold.

If she were to have any peace, the man

would have to climb into the garden



the garden.

To his horror, the fairy was standing

there.

She scolded him fiercely for daring to

enter and steal from her garden.

He excused himself as best he could
with his wife's pregnancy, and how it
would be dangerous to deny her

anything.

Finally the fairy spoke, "l will accept
your excuse and even allow you to take
as much rapunzel as you want, if you
will give me the child that your wife is

now carrying."

In his fear the man agreed to
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once again.

Thus he set forth once again just as it
was getting dark. But no sooner than he
had climbed over the wall than, to his
horror, he saw the sorceress standing

there before him.

"How can you dare," she asked with an
angry look, "to climb into my garden
and like a thief to steal my rapunzel?

You will pay for this."

"Oh," he answered, "Let mercy overrule
justice. | came to do this out of
necessity. My wife saw your rapunzel
from our window, and such a longing
came over her, that she would die, if

she did not get some to eat."

The sorceress's anger abated
somewhat, and she said, "If things are
as you say, | will allow you to take as
much rapunzel as you want. But under
one condition: You must give me the
child that your wife will bring to the
world. It will do well, and | will take care

of it like a mother."

In his fear the man agreed to



everything.

When the woman gave birth, the fairy
appeared, named the little girl

Rapunzel, and took her away.

This Rapunzel became the most
beautiful child under the sun, but when
she was twelve years old, the fairy
locked her in a high tower that had
neither a door nor a stairway, but only a

tiny little window at the very top.

When the fairy wanted to enter, she

stood below and called out:

Rapunzel, Rapunzel!

Let down your hair to me.

Rapunzel had splendid hair, as fine as

spun gold.

When the fairy called out, she untied it,
wound it around a window hook, let it
fall twenty yards to the ground, and the

fairy climbed up it.

One day a young prince came through

the forest where the tower stood.
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everything.

When the woman gave birth, the
sorceress appeared, named the little

girl Rapunzel, and took her away.

Rapunzel became the most beautiful
child under the sun. When she was
twelve years old, the fairy locked her in
a tower that stood in a forest and that
had neither a door nor a stairway, but

only a tiny little window at the very top.

When the sorceress wanted to enter,

she stood below and called out:

Rapunzel, Rapunzel,

Let down your hair to me.

Rapunzel had splendid long hair, as

fine as spun gold.

When she heard the sorceress's voice,
she untied her braids, wound them
around a window hook, let her hair fall
twenty yards to the ground, and the

sorceress climbed up it.

A few years later it happened that a

king's son was riding through the forest.



He saw the beautiful Rapunzel standing
at her window, heard her sing with her

sweet voice, and fell in love with her.

Because there was no door in the tower
and no ladder was tall enough to reach

her, he fell into despair.

He came to the forest every day, until

once he saw the fairy, who said:

Rapunzel, Rapunzel!

Let down your hair.

Then he knew which ladder would get

him into the tower.

He remembered the words that he
would have to speak, and the next day,

as soon as it was dark, he went to the
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As he approached the tower he heard a
song so beautiful that he stopped to
listen. It was Rapunzel, who was
passing the time by singing with her

sweet voice.

The prince wanted to climb up to her,
and looked for a door in the tower, but

none was to be found.

He rode home, but the song had so
touched his heart that he returned to the
forest every day and listened to it. One
time, as he was thus standing behind a
tree, he saw the sorceress approach,

and heard her say :

Rapunzel, Rapunzel,

Let down your hair.

Then Rapunzel let down her strands of
hair, and the sorceress climbed up

them to her.

"If that is the ladder into the tower, then

sometime | will try my luck."

And the next day, just as it was
beginning to get dark, he went to the

tower and called out:



tower and called upward:

Rapunzel, Rapunzel!

Let down your hair!

She let her hair fall. He tied himself to it

and was pulled up.

At first Rapunzel was frightened, but
soon she came to like the young king so
well that she arranged for him to come
every day and be pulled up. Thus they

lived in joy and pleasure for a long time.
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Rapunzel, Rapunzel,

Let down your hair.

The hair fell down, and the prince

climbed up.

At first Rapunzel was terribly frightened
when a man such as she had never
seen before came in to her. However,
the prince began talking to her in a very
friendly manner, telling her that his heart
had been so touched by her singing
that he could have no peace until he
had seen her in person. Then Rapunzel
lost her fear, and when he asked her if
she would take him as her husband,
she thought, "He would rather have me
than would old Frau Gothel." She said
yes and placed her hand into his. She
said, "l would go with you gladly, but |
do not know how to get down. Every
time that you come, bring a strand of
silk, from which | will weave a ladder.
When it is finished | will climb down,
and you can take me away on your
horse. They arranged that he would

come to her every evening, for the old



The fairy did not discover what was
happening until one day Rapunzel said
to her, "Frau Gothel, tell me why it is that
my clothes are all too tight. They no

longer fit me."

"You godless child," said the fairy. "What
am | hearing from you?" She
immediately saw how she had been

deceived and was terribly angry.

She took Rapunzel's beautiful hair,
wrapped it a few times around her left
hand, grasped a pair of scissors with

her right hand, and snip snip, cut it off.

Then she sent Rapunzel into a
wilderness where she suffered greatly
and where, after a time, she gave birth

to twins, a boy and a girl.

On the evening of the same day that
she sent Rapunzel away, the fairy tied
the cut-off hair to the hook at the top of

the tower, and when the prince called
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woman came by day.

The sorceress did not notice what was
happening until one day Rapunzel said
to her, "Frau Gothel, tell me why it is that
you are more difficult to pull up than is
the young prince, who will be arriving

any moment now?"

"You godless child," cried the
sorceress. "What am | hearing from
you? | thought | had removed you from
the whole world, but you have deceived

me nonetheless."

In her anger she grabbed Rapunzel's
beautiful hair, wrapped it a few times
around her left hand, grasped a pair of
scissors with her right hand, and snip

snap, cut it off.

And she was so unmerciful that she
took Rapunzel into a wilderness where

she suffered greatly.

On the evening of the same day that
she sent Rapunzel away, the fairy tied
the cut-off hair to the hook at the top of

the tower, and when the prince called



out:

Rapunzel, Rapunzel!

Let down your hair!

she let down the hair.

The prince was startled to find the fairy

instead of his beloved Rapunzel.

"Do you know what, evil one?" cried the
angry fairy. "You have lost Rapunzel

forever."

The prince, in his despair, threw himself

from the tower.

He escaped with his life, but he lost his

eyesight in the fall.

Sorrowfully he wandered about in the
forest weeping and, eating nothing but

grass and roots.
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out:

Rapunzel, Rapunzel,

Let down your hair.

she let down the hair.

The prince climbed up, but above,
instead of his beloved Rapunzel, he
found the sorceress, who peered at him

with poisonous and evil looks.

"Aha!" she cried scornfully. "You have
come for your Mistress Darling, but that
beautiful bird is no longer sitting in her
nest, nor is she singing any more. The
cat got her, and will scratch your eyes
out as well. You have lost Rapunzel.

You will never see her again."

The prince was overcome with grief,
and in his despair he threw himself from

the tower.

He escaped with his life, but the thorns

into which he fell poked out his eyes.

Blind, he wandered about in the forest,
eating nothing but grass and roots, and
doing nothing but weeping and wailing

over the loss of his beloved wife.



Some years later he happened into the
wilderness where Rapunzel lived

miserably with her children.

He thought that her voice was familiar.

She recognized him instantly as well

and threw her arms around his neck.

Two of her tears fell into his eyes, and
they became clear once again, and he

could see as well as before.

® Source: Jacob and Wilhelm
Grimm, Kinder- und
Hausmarchen (Children's and
Household Tales -- Grimms'
Fairy Tales), 1st ed. (Berlin,
1812),v. 1, no. 12.
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Thus he wandered about miserably for
some years, finally happening into the
wilderness where Rapunzel lived
miserably with the twins that she had

given birth to.

He heard a voice and thought it was

familiar.

He advanced toward it, and as he
approached, Rapunzel recognized him,
and crying, through her arms around

his neck.

Two of her tears fell into his eyes, and
they became clear once again, and he
could see as well as before. He led her
into his kingdom, where he was
received with joy, and for a long time

they lived happily and satisfied.

® Source: Jacob and Wilhelm
Grimm, Kinder- und
Hausmarchen (Children's and
Household Tales -- Grimms'
Fairy Tales), 7th ed. (Berlin,
1857), no. 12.
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Ranpunzel, by Anne Sexton

Sexton, Anne. Transformations. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.

A woman

who loves a woman

is forever young.

The mentor

and the student

feed off each other.
Many a girl

had an old aunt

who locked her in the study
to keep the boys away.
They would play rummy
or lcoach

and touch and touch.

Old breast against young breast...

Let your dress fall down your shoulder,

come touch a copy of you

for | am at the mercy of rain,

for | have left the three Christs of Ypsilanti,

for | have left the long naps of Ann Arbor

and the churchspires have turned to stumps,

The sea bang into my cloisterthe young politicians are dying,
are dying so hold me, my young dear,

hold me...
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The yellow rose will turn to cinder
and New York City will fall in

before we are done so hold me, my young dear, hold me.
Put your pale arms around my neck.
Let me hold your heart like a flower
lest it bloom and collapse.

Give me your skin

as sheer as a cobwb,

let me open it up

and listennd scoop out he dark.

Give me your nether lips

all puffy with their art

and | will give you angel fire in return.
We are two clouds

glistening in the bottle glass.

We are two birds washing in the same mirror.
We were fair game

but we have kept out of the cesspool.
We are strongWe are the good ones.
Do not discover us

for we lie together all in green

like pond weeds.

Hold me, my young dear, hold me.

They touch their delicate watches
one at a time.

They dance to the lute

two at a time.

They are as tender as bog moss.



They play mother-me-do
all day.

A woman

who loves a woman

is forever young

Once there was a witch's garden

more beautiful than Eve's

with carrots growing like little fish,

with many tomatoes rich as frogs,

onions as ingrown as hearts,

the squash singing like a dolphin

and one patch givenover wholly to magic-
rampion, a kind of salad root,

a kind of harebell more potent thatn penicillin,
growing leaf by leaf, skin by skin,

as rapt and as fluid as Isadora Duncan.
However the witch's garden was kept locked
and each day a woman who was with child
looked upon the rampion wildly,

fancying that she would die

if she could not have it.

Her husband feared for her welfare

and thus climbed into the garden

to fetch the life-giving tubers.

Ah ha, cried the witchhose proper name was Mother Gothel,
you are a theif and now you will die.

However they made a trade,
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typical enough in those times.

He promised his child to Mother Gothel
so of course when it was born

she took the chils away with her,

She gave it the name Rapunzel,

another name for the life-giving rampion.
Because Rapunzel was a beautiful girl
Mother Gothel treasured her beyond all things.
As she grew older Mother Gothel thought:
None but | will ever see her or touch her.
She locked her in a tower without a door
or a staircase. It had only a high window.
When the witch wanted to enter she cried:

Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair.

Rapunzel's hair fell to the ground like a rainbow.

It was as yellow as a dandilion
and as strong as a dog leash.

Han hand she shimmied up

the hair like a sailor

and there in the stone-cold room,
as cold as a museum,

Mother Gothel cried:

Hold me, my young dear, hold me,

and thus they played mother-me-do.

Years later a prince came by
and heard Rapunzel singing in her loneliness.
That song pierced his heart like a valentine

but he could find no way to get to her.
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Like a chameleon he hid himself among the trees
and watched the witch ascend the swinging hair.
The next day he himself called out:

Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair,e

and thus they met and he declared his love,
What is this beast, she thought,

with muscles on his arms

like a bag of snakes?

What is this moss on his legs?

What prickly plant grows on his cheeks?

What is this voice as deep as a dog?

Yet he dazzled her with his answers.

Yet he dazzled her with his dancing stick.

They lay together upon the yellowy threads,
swimming through them

like minnows through kelp

and they sang out benedictions like the Pope.

Each day he brought her a skein of silk

to fashion a ladder so they could both escape.
But Mother Gothel discovered the plot

and cut off Rapunzel's hair toher ears

and took her into the forest to repent.

When the prince came the witch fastened

the hair to a hook and let it down.

When he saw that Rapunzel had been banished

he flung himself out of the tower, a side of beef.

He was blinded by thorns that pricked him like tacks.

As blind as Oedipus he wandered for years for years
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until he heard a song that pierced his heartentine.

As he kissed Rapunzel her tears fell on his eyes
and in the manner of such cure-alls

his sight was suddenly restored.

They lived happily as you might expect
proving that mother-me-do
can be outgrown,

just as the fish on Friday,

just as a tricycle.
The world, some say,
is made up of couples.

A rose must have a stem.

As for Mother Gothel,

her heart shrank to the size of a pin,

never again to say: Hold me, my young dear,
hold me,

and only as she dreamt of the yellow hair

did moonlight sift into her mouth.
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Maiden in the Tower (French)

There was once a gentleman and his wife. They had been married a long time,
but they had no children, though they wished for many, and they were much
concerned because they did not have any. So they were advised to make a
pilgrimage in order to have some. They therefore went on a pilgrimage to a
place far from home. On the journey back the woman became pregnant. As they
drove along one of the roads they noticed a beautiful garden. This garden was
filled with magnificent fruit. The wife said to the husband: "Oh, how | would like to

eat some of that fruit and gather it myself."
The husband replied: "But if we should be seen!"

Then she said to him: "That would be too bad! Let me climb down and | will go
and get some." She went into the garden, ate some of the fruit, and then loaded
some more into her carriage. While she was busy with loading the last of the fruit
a pretty little woman appeared and asked her why she had just stolen her fruit.
Then the wife explained her situation and why she had decided to steal it. Then
the good woman said to her: "As to the fact that you have stolen my fruit | shall
say nothing to you; but | would like to be the godmother of your child. You are

going to have a daughter."

She got back into the carriage and said to her husband: "l promised that good

woman that she might be godmother, Yet this will never be."

Finally the day came when she was due to have her child. She had a daughter,
as the good woman had said she would. They baptised the child, but nobody

invited the good woman.

The good woman went to see her sisters. She had two sisters who were fairies.

She said to them: "You know this woman who stole my fruit has had a child and
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did not make me godmother. She should be punished. The child must be stolen

away."

She left with a big dog. When she arrived at the woman's door she rang, but no
one was willing to open for her. Then she ordered her dog. He opened all the
doors and went in to where the child was. she said to the dog: "Carry off this
child for me! And you, madame, the next time you will keep your promises; but

you will never see your child again."

So she left with the baby and reached home. Immediately all the fairies of the
country assembled and she was made godmother to the child, whom she
named Parsilette. She gave her as a gift the power of singing so that she would
be heard for seven leagues in all directions. The others gave her all sorts of gifts
so that she would be beautiful and have many charms. Then they gave her a
nurse and they had her reared so that she had everything of the best. When she
grew up she was so beautiful that all of the gentlemen who passed stopped to
look at her. She sang so well that everybody gathered to hear her. Then the
good woman, seeing this, said to her sisters: "It is absolutely necessary that we

confine Parsilette in a tower, or someone will carry heroff."

She put her in a tower three leagues from the house where she was. In that tower
she had everything that could be useful and agreeable to her, even including a
parrot who talked with her. Then the godmother said to her: "Now when | come to
bring anything to you | shall say: Parsilette, my dear, throw me your beautiful

hair!" This was to open the door; it was the password.

There was a prince in the neighborhood, seven leagues away. From where he
was he heard her singing. He said: "But who can it be that is singing so well as
that? | must find out." Then he learned about the direction from which the singing
came and asked whose voice it was. He was told that it was a princess who was

confined in a tower. He said: "l must see her and talk to her."
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When he was walking around the tower he noticed the good woman who
brought her food. He heard her say: "Parsilette, throw me your beautiful hair!" He
wrote this down so that he could remember the password and could use it

himself.

As soon as the good woman had left he said: "Parsilette, my dear, throw me your
beautiful hair!" The young woman believed that it was her godmother who had
forgotten something and let him in. When she saw the young man enter she
wanted to escape, but she didn't know how. When he saw her he became so
deeply in love with her that he would not leave, and he told her that if she would
follow him he would make her a queen. She was tired of the tower and of always
being alone with the parrot and was very willing. She promised that she would

go along with him, and they were to leave the next day.

The good woman came again to bring the dinner. When Parsilette saw her
godmother enter she hid the young man behind the curtain. But the parrot kept
saying: "Godmother, lover hidden there." Then the godmother said to the girl:
"What is it the parrot is saying to me?" "Oh godmother, he only says what | teach

him to say."

Since she suspected nothing the good woman left; and the other two also left.
As she was leaving the good woman got to thinking about what the parrot had
said to her, and she said to herself: "l believe the parrot has told me the truth and
| must find out." She retraced her steps and when she came to the tower she
called but no one answered. As she climbed to the top of the tower she saw

Parsilette leaving on the arm of the young man.

She struck with her magic wand and the girl became as hideous as she had
been beautiful, and all the gifts that had been given her disappeared. The young

man did not know what to say when he saw her changed so much, and when
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she saw herself she said to him: "I cannot go any further because | see my

godmother in all of her anger. | must go back to her and beg her pardon.”

Just as she said this the young man fell dead, and she went back to her
godmother and begged pardon. Then all her gifts returned to her and her
godmother pardoned her. She remained with her godmother, but not in the

tower.Later she married a rich prince, but she never did know her parents.
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Politically Correct Rapunzel

Garner, J.F. Politically Correct Bedtime Stories. New York: Macmillan

Publishing Company, 1994.

"There once lived an economically disadvantaged tinker and his wife. His lack of
material accomplishment is not meant to imply that all tinkers are economically
marginalized, or that if they are, they deserve to be so. While the archetype of
the tinker is generally the whipping person in classical bedtime stories, this
particular individual was a tinker by trade and just happened to be economically

disadvantaged.

The tinker and his wife lived in a little hovel next to the modest estate of a local
witch. From their window, they could see the witch's meticulously kept garden, a

nauseating attempt to impose human notions of order onto Nature.

The wife of the tinker was pregnant, and as she gazed at the witch's garden, she
began to crave some of the lettuce she saw there. She begged the tinker to
jump the fence and get some for her. The tinker finally submitted, and at night he
jumped the wall and liberated some of the lettuce. But before he could get back,

the witch caught him.

Now this witch was very kindness-impaired. (This is not meant to imply that all, or
even some, witches are that way, nor to deny this particular witch her right to
express whatever disposition came naturally to her. Far from it, her disposition
was without doubt due to many factors of her upbringing and socialization,

which, unfortunately, must be omitted here in the interest of brevity.)

As mentioned earlier, the witch was kindness-impaired, and the tinker was
extremely frightened. She held him by the scruff of the neck and asked, "Where

are you going with my lettuce?"
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The tinker might have argued with her over the concept of ownership and stated
that the lettuce rightfully "belonged" to anyone who was hungry enough to take it.
Instead, in a degrading spectacle, he pleaded for mercy. "It was my wife's fault,"
he cried in a characteristically male manner. "She is pregnant and has a craving
for some of your lovely lettuce. Please spare me. Although a single-parent
household is certainly acceptable, please don't kill me and deprive my child of a

stable, two-parent family structure."

The witch thought for a moment, then let go of the tinker's neck and disappeared
without a word. The tinker gratefully went home with the lettuce. A few months
later, and after agonizing pain that a man will never really be able to appreciate,
the tinker's wife gave birth to a beautiful, healthy prewomon. They named the

baby Rapunzel, after a type of lettuce.

Not long after this, the witch appeared at their door, demanding that they give
her the child in return for the witch's having spared the tinker's life in the garden.
What could they do? Their powerless station in life had always left them open to
exploitation, and this time they had no alternative. They gave Rapunzel to the

witch, who sped away.

The witch took the child deep into the woods and imprisoned her in a tall tower,
the symbolism of which should be obvious. There Rapunzel grew to
womonhood. The tower had no door or stairs but it did boast a single window at
the top. The only way for anyone to get to the window was for Rapunzel to let
down her long, luxurious hair and climb it to the top, the symbolism of which

should also be obvious.

The witch was Rapunzel's only companion. She would stand at the foot of the
tower and shout, "Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair, that | might climb your

golden stair."
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Rapunzel obediently did as she was told. Thus for years she let her body be
exploited for the transportational needs of another. The witch loved music and
taught Rapunzel to sing. They passed many long hours singing together in the

tower.

One day a young prince rode near the tower and heard Rapunzel singing. But
as he rode closer to find the source of the lovely sound, he spied the witch and
hid himself and his equine companion in the trees. He watched as the witch
called out to Rapunzel, the hair fell down, and the witch climbed up. Again, he
heard the beautiful singing. Later, when the witch finally exited the tower and
disappeared in the other direction, the prince came out of the woods and called

up: "Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair, that | might climb your golden stair."

The hair cascaded from the window, and he climbed up.

When the prince saw Rapunzel, her greater-than-average physical
attractiveness and her long, luxurious hair led him to think, in a typically lookist
way, that her personality would also be beautiful. (This is not to imply that all
princes judge people solely on their appearance, nor to deny this particular
prince his right to make such assumptions. Please see the disclaimers in the

paragraphs above.)

The prince said, "Oh, beautiful damsel, | heard you singing as | rode by on my

horse. Please sing for me again.”

Rapunzel didn't know what to make of this person, since she had never seen a
man up close before. He seemed a strange creature--large, hairy in the face,
and possessing a strong, musky odor. For reasons she could not explain,
Rapunzel found this combination somewhat attractive and opened her mouth to

sing.

"Stop right there!" screamed a voice from the window. The witch had returned!
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"How...how did you get up here?" Rapunzel asked.

"I had an extra set of hair made, in case of emergency," said the witch matter-of
factly. "And this certainly looks like one. Listen to me, Prince! | built this tower to
keep Rapunzel away from men like you. | taught her to sing, training her voice
for years. She'll stay here and sing for no one but me, because | am the only one

who truly loves her."

"We can talk about your codependency problems later," said the prince. "But first

let me hear...Rapunzel, is it? let me hear Rapunzel sing."

"NO!" screamed the witch. "I'm going to throw you from the tower into the thorn-
of-color bushes below so that your eyes will be gouged out and you'll wander

the countryside cursing your bad luck for the rest of your life!"

"You may want to reconsider that," said the prince. "l have some friends in the
recording industry, you see, who would be very interested in...Rapunzel, wasn't

it? Different, kind of catchy, | suppose..."

"I knew it! You want to take her from me!"

"No, no, | want you to continue to train her, to nurture her...as her manager," said
the prince. "Then, when the time is right, say a week or two, you can unleash her

talent on the world and we can all rake in the cash."

The witch paused for a second to think about this, and her demeanor visibly
softened. She and the prince began to discuss record contracts and video
deals, as well as possible marketing ideas, including life-like Rapunzel dolls with

their very own miniature stereo Tune-Towers.

As Rapunzel watched, her suspicions turned into revulsion. For years, her hair

had been exploited for the transportational needs of others. Now they wanted to

163



164

exploit her voice as well. "So, rapaciousness does not depend solely on gender,"

she realized with a sigh.

Rapunzel edged her way to the window without being seen. She stepped out
and climbed down the second set of hair to the prince's waiting horse. She
dislodged the hair and took it with her as she rode off, leaving the witch and the

prince to argue about royalties and percentages in their phallus-shaped tower.

Rapunzel rode to the city and rented a room in a building that had real stairs.
She later established the non-profit Foundation for the Free Proliferation of Music
and cut off her hair for a fund-raising auction. She sang for free in coffee houses
and art galleries for the rest of her days, always refusing to exploit for money

other people's desires to hear her sing."

Back to the Variations page




The Girl on the Island (indian)

The Saktyas, who offer meat cakes, were having a sacrifice. Gauriviti, a son of
Sakti, killed a deer. [The eagle named] Tarksya Suparna came flying to him from
above. Gauriviti aimed at Suparna, and the bird said, "Sage, do not shoot at me.

Whatever you desire, | will fulfill it for you."
"What desire do | have?" asked Gauriviti.

"You desire the daughter of Asita Dhamnya. | will take you to her." Now, Asita
Dhamnya was jealous. His palace was in the middle realm of air, and there they
guarded his daughter. The bird concealed Gauriviti in the stalk of a leaf and
carried him to the girl. Then, by means of the special chant, "Lover, awaken," he

awakened him at dawn. That is why the "Lover awaken," chant has that name.

The girl became pregnant and bore a son. The demons tore him apart and threw
him away, saying, "This is the child of a sister [jamigarbha, i.e., born of a man
and his twin sister, too closely related] some ogre [Rakshasa] begat it." He
[Gauriviti] wished, "Let me revive him." He saw this chant and revived him with it,

and the child became Samkriti, the son of Gauriviti.

O'Flaherty, Wendy D. Tales of Sex and Violence. Chicago: U of Chicago Press,
1985.

Examining the above tale from the context of the Aarne-Thompson motif-based
classification system, we can divulge the following similar motifs. The daughter
of Asita can be aquainted with Rapunzel. She is kept in isolation in the elevated
areas of "the middle realm of air" not by a witch but instead by her jealous father.
This is in concordance with the motifs R41 (captivity) and T381 (imprisoned
virgin to prevent knowledge of men). The mutilation of the son can represent

S165 (mutilation), while the chant used to revive the child can be equated with
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the curing of the prince's blindness in the Grimm version, motif F952.

Back to the Variations page
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June 2004
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Audition Audition Audition
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Call 92U sznna 18-21 18-21 Photo
4049 | e@alin First | RAAuAU Call
N reading UNUAAS
27 28 29 30
18-21 fau 13-22 18-22
T a3




July 2004
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
14-16 10-13
GiTaty T
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
18-22 16-22 18-22 17-22 16-22 10-13
EY Ty GEY TR Ty GEY
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18-22 16-22 17-22 18-22 18-22 11-16
T oy T aEY Ty T
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
19-22 18-22 18-22 18-22 18-22
Tau T Tau Tau Ty
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9-16 o8l 18-22 18-22 18-22 18-22 14-18
VTR T oy T T T




August 2004
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
13-18 14-18 18-22 Run Run | Dry Tech set Wag
TR TR TR Through Through Run
Through
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Set LAY Run Run Run Run Run Dress
Run Tech Through Through+ Through Through+ Through Rehearsal
Make-Up Make-Up AINLATA
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Dress Run ?@Ué‘ﬂﬂﬂ@ TALUAR TAULAAN TALLAAN TALLLAAN
Rehearsal Through au ALY 18.30 . 18.30 U. 14.00 .
BN+ 18.30 U.
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
TRULLAAN Blush Up TALLAAN TALLAAN TALILAAN
14.00 1. 18.30 U. 18.30 U. 14.00 .
18.30 1.
29 30 31
TAULLAAN

14.00 %.




September 2004
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Run TALLLAAN TRALILLAAN TALLLAAN
Through 18.30 1. 18.30 . 14.00 U.
18.30 U.
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
TRULLAAN
14.00 U.
LLZ\]Z‘%’J:ﬂfil’m
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
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