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Project Code : PDG47H0009

Project Title : Legends Retold 1: Kesa Rapunzel

Researcher : Threedow Aphaiwongs, M.A. (Theatre Practice)
Department of Dramatic Arts, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University

E-mail Address : Threedow@yahoo.com

Project Duration : 15 March 2004 — 14 September 2006

The working process of this research “Legends Retold 1: Kesa-Rapunzel’ is
divided into 3 parts. The first part is the creation of the play Kera-Rapunzel. The second
part deals with the play direction and solution of problems that arise during the rehearsal
as well as response to the audience feedback after watching the shows. The last part is
the making of the director's workbook and the writing of the report of the whole project
entitted “Making and Directing the Play Kesa-Rapunzel.” The report includes the
hypothesis of the project, the working processes, problems and solutions, evaluation and
conclusion of the project. This play is developed and reinterpreted from the original plot
and theme of a German’s classic folk fairy tale Rapunzel compiled by the Grimm'’s
brothers.

Being the product of reinterpretation of the fairy tale Rapunzel, this new play has
human selfishness as its main theme and freedom as its supporting theme, and at the
same time presents “Mother abandons her child” problem, which is one of the social
problems in the Thai society. All situations in the play are taking place in the future. The
main character is changed from Rapunzel to the witch in order to provoke the audience’s
reaction against the bad behaviour of selfish mothers. The western style and technique of
playwriting, which emphasizes the action of the main character, is used in presenting this
play. The directing techniques of contemporary theatre is also used to communicate with
the contemporary Thai audience. The evaluation of this research project is done using

the audience questionnaire and the suggestions from the seminar.

Keyword: Contemporary Theatre, Legends Retold, Rapunzel, Playwriting,

Directing, Theatre Play, Reinterpretation
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