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‘ “There are only wounded people in the market now,” and the children made
their way to a group of victims lying on the ground, moaning and crying.
Villagers were trying to help with improvised bamboo stretchers. Stone Boy
told TO that many people had lost arms or hands—some had their feet
crushed, while others’ faces were torn apart and the small children lay in
puddles of blood.’ °
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* “Oh Ma, Ma, where are you, Ma?” TO burst out crying. “has anybody seen
my mother?..."They haven’t seen Mother, | can tell,” Stone Boy said. “They're

looking for their own families. Let’s go.”4

1 3
=

uanantiy Fe9 “wwnTedeudiv’ ddsinauenaresasnnlusuninaqdeaniy

o

A dl v 1 1) | % dl 4
R NANINNITLNBING ’]LLGIZ\]WJ’]EET]N']T]@WQ@WQLW@‘H@IMﬂﬁ‘tﬁ]’]‘ﬁu‘ﬂ@\‘Iﬁluﬂﬁﬂq'ﬂ@ﬂiﬂ

o a A

sudnilszanruin lldFunsuauassiTanatlsylemiuauunsagansdiin Al

1 =R dp = 1 [ [ 1) =3 Sldl [ dl
U1azu a9 AN TN NNATRIAIATINGN LLN’J’]’WtLﬂuﬁu‘ﬂ@\?EJ’]ﬂIﬁﬂﬁ]'\N Qmmmﬂumm

'
o =

AIATINAIUFBINUYNTNINIUBEUAUATATINAY  Aenaunilasnansfauiulazu

? B v i, “manenuisadanall,” ulalae @it AaneN, 119998899 3 (AANAN-FUNAN, 2527):
W 56.

° Thich Nhat Hanh. The Stone Boy and Other Stories, p. 85.

“ Ibid., p. 86.
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“Stone Boy listened carefully, but he knew they were not speaking the truth.
Yes, in the South there were people who exploited others and profited from war
while thousands of soldiers and civilians were dying every day... But people in
the South also suffered immeasurably because of the people who came from the
North. Millions of people lost their homes, their loved ones, and even their lives
because of the clash between brothers. The real pain was shared by people of
the same race and same history who were unable to sit down and resolves their
differences. This was the real cause of the suffering, not this or that exploitative

, 5
foreign power...
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“...She found it hard to understand why adults tried to hide the truth.
Everywhere she and Stone Boy had gone, they had witnessed unfathomable
suffering...Even in Saigon, entire neighborhoods of houses were destroyed,
and putrefying corpses littered the streets. ..Even at Bien Hao, TO’s school
was shelled and several of her classmates were killed. This was the reality, yet
everyone went on pretending nothing of any great consequence was
happening.

....lt made TO wonder for what purpose adults had eyes.”6

® Ibid., p. 105.
® Ibid., p. 98-99.
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“...Many of us do not know that the roots of war are everywhere, including
in our own thinking and way of life. We are not capable of seeing the war
while it is still hidden. We begin to focus our attention on the war only when
the war breaks out into the open and people start talking about it. Then we
feel overwhelmed by the intensity of the war. We feel helpless. We take
sides and feel that one is right and the other is wrong. We condemn one
side, but we have nothing to contribute towards ending the destruction

caused by the war.”’
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" Thich Nhat Hanh, “Stopping Wars Before They Happen,” Love in Action. London: Rider Books,
2001, p. 134-135.
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“When the people heard Stone Boy talk about the real situation in the south,
they realized they had been deceived. They trusted their sons and their
brothers had gone south to fight foreign invaders. They had no ideas that

brothers were Killing brothers..."
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“TO was moved by this strange, poignant song. She thought of her own father
as a soldier in the jungle with scarcely enough food to eat... TO realized that
these men were the same as her father. They were singing vigorously now, but
soon they would be brought down by jungle illnesses, bullets, or bombs. They
would lie on the ground like the little dead bird ... TO wondered how these

. . e
men could have such voices and feelings.
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® Thich Nhat Hanh. The Stone Boy and Other Stories, p. 105.

Ibid., p. 92-93.
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“I'm here to tell the government that if a cat can live in peace with two mice,
why can’'t we human beings live in peace together? We must stop killing one

another today and start rebuilding our homeland.”"
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“...The Taoist monk held Stone Boy’s hand in his and laughed heartily. He
recited a short poem —witty, ironic, and delightful— about being constant and

courageous, and keeping a sense of humor in the face of adversity.””
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“Most of the children at the center were friendly, except for a few tough
ones whose joy came from bullying and beating up others. Even Stone Boy was
roughed up once by older boys because he smiled when they tried to intimidate

him. Though his face was bloodied, Stone Boy did not fight back. TO happened

" Ibid., p. 104.
" Ibid., p. 106.
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to be there, and she ran to get help. When the authorities arrived, Stone Boy had

collapsed onto the dirt floor and was bleeding profusely...’n2
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“TO lay very still and listened to the stillness that surrounded her. She again
felt as if she were on a small island adrift in the ocean. The wind rustled far
away. She heard an occasional drop of dew falling to the ground, and she

was aware of Stone Boy’s regular and light breathing. She said to herself
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she ought to go to sleep, too, but she went on listening to Stone Boy's

breathing, which seemed to merge with the breathing of the gentle wind.”™
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“TO turned around and saw that the forest and the mountains below were
still bathed in the morning mist. The immensity and depth made her feel she

had escaped an existence full of suffering and sorrow.”"”
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“This is where | come from. That's all | know. | don’'t have a father and a
mother the way you did. There are no houses up here. | was born a long time
ago. It is possible that since | was born, the full moon has gone over the
summit of this mountain one thousand times, or perhaps ten thousand
times...Perhaps Heaven and Earth gave me birth. Or perhaps the stones
brought me here...You and |, we are Ma’s children...She realized that Stone
Boy was right. When Mother gave birth, she also gave birth to Heaven and
Earth, houses and trees...”
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“When TO visited the forest for the first time after losing her sight, it was a
dark, silent dungeon. Gradually, though, she began to notice things that she
had not been aware of when she could see. In the sound of the stream, she
heard an old man talking and singing....TO came to know the sounds of
thousands of friends dwelling harmoniously in the forest. From the blankets of
moss, the bark of trees, and even the soil itself, creatures talked to her, telling

her about their lives. Hundreds of bird songs each brought a different
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message. TO responded to each one by raising her flute and playing a new
and utterly beautiful melody.”21
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' Thich Nhat Hanh. The Stone Boy and Other Stories, p. 78.
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“The golden bird returned and began to sing. TO stopped playing and

listened. Though it was a bird’s song, she knew what it was saying to her:
‘Do you remember the day/ our mother first brought me here?/
Through the five rivers, | have come to you./ But one day, when you
no longer see me,/ smile, and quietly look for me/ in all the things
that come and go./ You will find that | am / that which never
comes/ and never goes. / | am that reality beyond time,/ Beyond
perception.’

TO listened to the golden bird’s song, and she knew these were Stone

t ”23
Boy’s own words...
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“Yes, of course | do. We'll find her. She cannot be dead and gone and lost
forever. She has given birth to Heaven and Earth, forests and fields. If they are
still here, so is she. There is only one thing that we must do, and that is to find
her. Once we have found her, everything will be all right. Once we have found
her, people will no longer kill one another, villages will no longer be destroyed,
and children will no longer be lost. | am looking for Mother. You are looking for
Mother. The two little fishes are looking for her, too. Even the old Taoist monk

is looking for her. And | think she, too, is looking for us...””
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* Thich Nhat Hanh. The Stone Boy and Other Stories, p. 114-115.
*Ibid., p. 110.
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