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1. Introduction

1.1. Sa Pa

Located in the eastern part of the Hoang Lien mountain range of Lao Cai province, some

38 km from Lao Cai town and 400 km northwest of Hanoi, Sa Pa is a small mountainous

district on the Hanoi-Lai Chau trans-provincial highway which is also near to the Hanoi-

Lao Cai - Kunming (China) railway. Besides its hustle and bustle cultural, economic

exchanges, Lao Cai  also plays the role of a well-known destination both to local and

international visitors, the most outstanding of which is Sa Pa, a district town as well as a

tourist attraction at the height of 1,500 above sea level. Sa Pa is also home to Fansipan,

the highest peak of Vietnam (3,143m).

The District is also home to the HLNP (HLNP) which covers about 44% of the District

and encompasses the only area of high mountain flora in Indochina which includes

‘elfin’ or ‘cloud’ forest.  Rhododendron and a large variety of orchids – especially

sought after by Vietnamese tourists – can be found.  Several species of fauna and

flora are rare or in danger of extinction. Less than 30% of the HLNP remains covered
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in natural forest, while many villages are situated within its boundaries and the local

people here utilize its resources for their daily basis.

Located in the eastern part of the Fansipan range, the HLNP is a stretching part of the

China-based mountain range of Ailao-Shan belonging to the eastern part of the

Himalayas. It is the highest mountain range with the most complicated landform in

Vietnam. Beside the Fansipan, there are also a number of other peaks with the height

of about 3,000m (Lµng Cung, Pu Luong, Sa Pin, some to name…).

Sa Pa has a population of approximately 40 000.  It is home to six ethnic groups: the

H’mong 53%, Dao 24%, Tay 5.7%, Giay 1.5%, Xa Pho 1.2%, and Kinh 15%. The

majority of the Kinh have arrived in the area since 1969. Almost all are resident in the

District town of Sa Pa. The majority of ethnic communities continue to practice

traditional self-supply method of cultivation and lead a traditional lifestyle.  Due to

climatic conditions, limited arable land and natural resources degradation, farmers are

self sufficient for only six to ten months of the year. Non-timber forest products

supplement this inadequate crop. Various agricultural extension projects are

promoting the introduction of alternative food and cash crops (the latter largely to

replace opium production) with initially certain success.

Constructed in 1932, Sa Pa used to be discovered for the first time in 1932 by the

French in 1918. It was compared to the Alpes of France. The name of Sa Pa was

officially used only after the establishment of Lao Cai province in 12th June, 1907.

However, after a long time of historical incidences, and mostly forgotten, exactly in

the 1990s many guesthouses and hotels were built again here. Today Sa Pa is trying

to revive its romantic image in minds of the local people as well  as visitors.1

1.2. My research

My research is based on the report of Sa Pa-based local people’s attitude and

involvement in tourism by  [Hoa and Lan, 2000]2 and the researches by the Vietnam-

based IUCN and SNV in parallel with the implementation of “promoting sustainable

tourism in Sa Pa project” from 2000 to 2002. With the my studies and fieldtrips in

2004, by this report I do hope to give out an exploratory analysis on the impacts of

tourism and trekking activities at various dimensions. And hopefully, my report may

raise proper attention to the local socio economic development as a whole and the

sustainable development of the tourism sector of Sa Pa.

                                          
1 Vietnam Tourism Head Service- Non Nuoc Vietnam-Tourism Information Technology Centre, 1998,
page.271-275.
2 Pham Thi Mong Hoa and Lam Thi Mai Lan - Tourism among ethnic minority in Sa Pa – Ethnic Cultural
Publication, Hanoi, 2000, page 300.
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2. Tourism and trekking activities in Sa Pa

2.1. Tourism activities in Sa Pa.

With its belongings, Sa Pa has been making great effort to become a crucial tourist

destination of Vietnam. In the master plan for tourism development of Vietnam

(Vietnam national administration of tourism), Sa Pa is regarded as “an important

destination of national significance in the northwest tourism sub region”.3 Not only

linking many important destinations in the northeastern provinces of Vietnam, but Sa

Pa also plays an important role in the development of tourism in the  Vietnam - China

border.

Sa Pa district has become a major attraction for both Vietnamese and foreign tourists

because of its mountain scenery, cool climate as well as the rich diversity in ethnic

groups and cultures. International tourism first arrived in Sa Pa during the French

colonial period when the town was established as a hill station with over 200 villas.

The older generation of H’mong and Dao women selling handicrafts in the streets of

Sa Pa speak words of French that are ‘remnants’ from this period.

After a lull of almost forty years, when few visitors apart from party and government

officials visited the town, tourism returned to Sa Pa in the early 1990’s.  Sa Pa grew

from a ‘two hotel town’ in 1992 to over 50 hotels and guesthouses in 1998 [DiGregorio

et al, 1996; Grindley, 1998]. Approximately 30,800 tourists visited the District in

1997, including 9,000 foreign tourists [Hoa and Lan, 2000]. Presently, foreign tourists

of 60 nationalities coming to Sa Pa make up 45% of the total tourist arrivals here.4

Sa Pa caters to two major tourist markets; the domestic tourist who predominantly

visits in summer to escape the heat of the lowlands and enjoy the cool mountain

climate, and the international tourist who is attracted by the diverse ethnic minority

communities and their mountain environment.

The two groups can also be distinguished from each other in terms of activity

(relaxing, strolling vs. trekking and visiting minority villages); desires or needs

(modern accommodation, restaurants, tourist and recreation facilities vs. ‘authentic’,

‘traditional’ facilities and few introduced attractions); expectations and environmental

behavior (e.g.: the purchase of orchids, collected from the HLNP, is popular amongst

                                          
3 Tourism Development & Research Institute - Report on Vietnam tourism development project 1995 - 2010
- Hanoi, 1994, page 85.
4 Summarized from Ly Thi Se- - Sa Pa community tourism development  - Sa Pa - Lao Cai Newspaper,
12/1998; Summary Report on Activities in 1998, 1999 number 178/BC-CCTSP98, 247/BC-CCTSP99 - Tax
Branch in Sa Pa commune; Report on implementing tasks  situation of Quarter 4 of 2000 number 420/BC-
UBND - People Committee of Sa Pa commune.
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domestic tourists).  The authorities face a dilemma in trying to satisfy or cater to both

market groups and ensure a sustainable tourism industry.

The authorities have, since international tourists began arriving in Sa Pa in large

numbers in 1993 undertaken to control and limit overnight stays in the villages of the

District. Recently, however, a significant shift in attitude has taken place and the

authorities have begun to consider the opening up and development of officially

sanctioned trekking.

Sa Pa has to date suffered from a lack of supported totally strategic planning of

tourism. The District authorities have lacked resources and qualified planners,

managers and personnel knowledgeable in the field of sustainable tourism, while locals

have little or no understanding of what constitutes a sustainable tourism product or

industry. There has been a lack of community participation and consultation in tourism

decision-making, planning and implementation, and there exists fierce competition

within stakeholder groups such as hoteliers.

However, the initiatives with respect to the Tourism Section and Tourism Steering

Board are significant positive steps towards remedying the situation. These actions

reflect the commitment of the District authorities to finding solutions to its tourism

problems, but also a certain willingness and openness to new ideas and mechanisms

for achieving sustainable tourism.

In short, with its own experience during the last century, Sa Pa enjoys certain

advantages as regards the development of tourism. This has contributively helped Sa

Pa confirm prestige with visitors as a whole and trekking tourists in particular.5

2.2. Trekking activities in Sa Pa

At the international level, trekking tourism has great potentialities and strong impetus

for development with broader range of destinations. With three fourth of Vietnam

territory covered by mountains and hills, our country is considered a great potentiality

for trekking tourism. However, trekking tourism has just emerged in Vietnam during

the last 10 years. Trekking tour initially appeared in some explore tours, study tours,

and a few other tours for western visitors who traveled in the mountainous area and

some national parks of Vietnam. Up to this moment of time, Sa Pa is recognized as

the 1st destination in Vietnam which meets all the requirements set for this kinds of

tourism and now the trekking activities are becoming more and more attractive to

international tourists. As a famous destination in the last few time especially to foreign

                                          
5 Sa Pa Committee of Party History - Volume 1, 2 - Ethnic Group Publication, 1996, page.62.
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tourists, Sa Pa enjoys favorable conditions which facilitate the development of trekking

tourism in Vietnam and open up an attractively new destination in the trekking tour

passage of international visitors.

In terms of natural resources: with its unique climatic characteristics, the territorial

diversity with tunnels, waterfalls and streams and a plenty of untouched animals and

plants, it is quite favourable to establish many trekking programmes to  meet the

various demands of tourists: the HLNP (established in 2002, 30 km2 in area),

including Fansipan, "the roof of Indochina": the biggest attraction for tourists. The Ta

Phin cave which locates on the slope of Che Seng mount of Ta Phin commune, (about

12 km northeast of the Sa Pa town) is a system of deep and dry caves where many

beautiful stalactites can  be found. Here a passage leading to the district of Bat Xat is

considered a great reward for tourists after a long and exhausting walk. Apart from all

of those-mentioned, Sa Pa is also home to no less beautiful natural sceneries which

can be deployed in trekking tourism (Cat Cat waterfall, silver waterfall, Ham Rong

mount, O Quy Ho gorge, Tac Ko mineral stream, Muong Hoa stream, some to name).

As regards humanities resources: the ethnic groups villages which are situated in

the 17 communes of Sa Pa district (except for San Sa Ho commune and some

mountainous regions where mostly inhabited) are among the most attractive

destinations for trekking activities. The fact that not every untouched villages are

accessible has evoked the curiosity of travellers as they wish to set foot on the far

flung areas where little signs of urbanised civilisation are found and the first time eye

to eye witness the daily lifestyle of the ethnic minority people, their customs,

traditional musical instruments, festivals, traditional profession: paper making (the

Dao group), weaving (Xa Pho group), casting (H’mong group), tho cam embroidery

(Dao and H’mong group)…

Infrastructure and services: Sa Pa surely has the ability to meet the demands of

trekking tourists thanks to its present lodging facilities and those which are underway

of construction and up gradation.  There is now an international standard hotel in Sa

Pa which is equipped with nearly 100 beds and mainly caters for special guests.

Besides there are also many state and private owned hotels to meet the various needs

of both local and international tourists. Moreover, home stay (village and tend-based

services) has also strongly developed in the last couple of years. All of which are

aimed at better satisfaction on the side of tourists. Some services of transportation,

catering, guiding, entertainment and health recovery are also witnessing good

improvement, typically speaking worthy are the hotels of Victoria, Cong Doan and

Ham Rong guesthouse, Phu Thinh - Topas company. Last but not least, post,
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telecommunication, foreign currency exchanges, etc are also strengthened with the

establishment of post offices and cell phone stations in the early of 2000.

Development and diversification of trekking tourism products: Enjoying

favorable conditions and great potentialities for trekking tourism, Sa Pa is considered

as a center for trekking tourism of the whole northern region of Vietnam. In the near

future, with an aim to diversify tourism products, Sa Pa can practice tour connection

with the provinces of Yen Bai, Lai Chau, Son La, Hoa Binh, Bac Kan, Cao Bang, Vinh

Phuc, Ha Giang and further to the central and southern part of Vietnam such as Quang

Binh, Quang Nam, Lam Dong, Kon Tum, Dak Lak, etc6 where there are favorable

conditions for trekking tourism.7

It can be said that trekking tourism is the youngest forms of tourism in Sa Pa but it

has fast moved towards the role of a spearhead in this mountainous district.

Trekking tourists in Sa Pa: During recent years, the ever-increasing number of

international tourists to Sa Pa has reached to that of domestic tourists. They are

characterized by the tendency to visit Sa Pa all the year round and during weekdays.

A number of 90% of tourists stay only 1 day in Sa Pa. This has resulted from the facts

that: they are not purely trekking tourists, they are still suffering from the lack of

information and understanding of trekking destinations which are far from the town

center, they are reluctant to take long journeys and overnight stay at local household

with declaration, and they are still suspicious of the organizing capability of the non

professional tour operators... The rest of 10% of tourists is made up by regular

trekking tourists. These tourists, with high affordability, wish to co-operate with

professional tourism businesses that can ensure the best services and the highest

level of security set for an international standard journey. In reality, the number of

these tourists to Sa Pa still remains countable/ limited, but from business viewpoint,

they should be taken into proper consideration as they have much experiences in

trekking tourism who have an respect towards tourism resources and willing to pay for

may items which may be rejected by single tourists (sightseeing fees, environment

cost, insurance fees, etc). On the other hand, their high-class demands also help

tourism suppliers formularize physical and technical basis as well as the profession of

                                          
6 Names of provinces in Vietnam.
7 It is possible to give examples of some combined/collective Trekking Tour being investigated, drawn up,
experimented & brought in serving tourists such as:
- Sa Pa (Lao Cai) - Than Uyen (Lao Cai) - Van Ban (Lao Cai) - Sa Pa (Lao Cai)
- Ha Noi - Moc Chau (Son La) - Dien Bien (Lai Chau) - Sa Pa (Lao Cai) - Ha Noi
- Ha Noi - Thac Ba (Yen Bai) - Sa Pa (Lao Cai) - Dien Bien (Lai Chau) - Hoa Binh - Ha Noi.
- Ha Noi - Tam §ao (Vinh Phuc) - Ba Vi (Ha Tay) - Ha Noi - Sa Pa (Lao Cai)
- Ha Noi - Sa Pa (Lao Cai) - Ha Noi - Buon Ma Thuot (Dac Lac) - Nam Cat Tien (Dong Nai) - Ho Chi Minh
- Ha Noi - Sa Pa (Lao Cai) - Phu Mat (Nghe An) - Vu Quang (Ha Tinh) - Bach Ma (Hue) - Hai Van mountain
pass - My Son (§a Nang) - Ho Chi Minh.
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tour organizing. Moreover this can help suppliers step towards the higher-level

professionality in trekking business. During the last time, beside the so few number of

domestic tourists who are mainly engaged in level 1 trekking tour, many foreign

tourists have expressed the eager to try with the Fansipan peak (level 4 the highest of

Sa Pa-based trekking). Here I would like to mention the popularity of some tours to

the villages of the local ethnic minority groups which mostly take place in the villages

of  Ta Phin, Lao Chai, Sin Chai, Cat Cat, Ta Van. Among international tourists to Sa Pa,

the Europeans especially the French are the largest market as the fact that for so long

a period of time, Sa Pa has much well known to the French people. The number of

English speaking tourists from the USA, Australia, and New Zealand… also make up a

considerable number in Sa Pa. Many Chinese also visit Sa Pa for the short distance

between the two countries. Normal tourists, backpackers, students, the Vietnamese

working overseas are the ones who mainly buy tours organized by non professional

operators. Some domestic sport teams have also chosen Sa Pa as their practicing

field. The objectives of Trekking Tours range from writers, businessmen and scientists

to mount climbing teams, trekkers who take trekking as a hobby in life.

Trekking tourism products in Sa Pa: Presently, to Sa Pa visitors can freely choose

various programmers from level 1 to 4 to travelers’ tastes. And now apart from

convalescence tourism, sightseeing, weekend tours, trekking tourism has come to play

an unavoidable part in the colorful tourism picture of Sa Pa, and continue to become a

symbol of Sa Pa. These are optimistic signs and also a good experience for

neighboring destinations therefore evaluating Vietnam to become a really attractive

destination to trekking lovers all  over the world as well  as Vietnam.

Real situation of trekking tourism supply: trekking tour operators provides products

which are rarely different, partly for the need of product orientation, another reason is

that many businesses often make copies of one another's programs.8 At present Sa Pa

                                          
8 Herein after are 4 symbol investigated Trekking Tours those are mostly offered:
- Hau Thao Hamlet (level 1): 01 day. Route: Sa Pa town -(15 minutes by jeep)-  Su Pan village -
(trekking)- Hau Thao hamlet -  Sa Pa town. Features: trekking from 5-6 hrs per day. Visit H'Mong village,
one of very few ethnic villages, staying on the mountain 300m higher than Sa Pa valley level ground,
northern. Lunch at local people houses.
- Sa Pa Valley (level 2): 02 days. Route: (1st day) Sa Pa town - visit H'Mong village, terraced field, lunch
at local people house - visit the only Giay ethnic village in Ta Van commune, build camp, dinner and night
sleep. -  (2nd day) take hanging bridge tro cross river,  go up about 150-180m to enjoy Sa Pa valley - Sa Pa
town. Features: Go up for such many successive hours, trekking 7-8 hrs per day.
- Seo Mi Ti Village - Ta Trung Ho Village - Xa Pho Village (level 3): 03-04 days. Route: (1st day) Sa
Pa town - Ta Van commune (Giay ethnic people) - lunch at H'Mong people house - Seo Mi Ty village - relax
in the evening, build camp on Seo Mi Ty hills - (2nd day) - Ban Ho commune - lunch at the side of Zen Thang
river - Ta Trung Ho village (Dao ethnic people) - relax in the evening, live in local people house - (3rd day) -
lunch on the hills - Xa Pho Village (Xa Pho ethnic people) - build camps, relax in the evening - (4th day) -
come back Sa Pa town. Features: This is a typical Trekking Tour for visiting ethnic people villages.
Regarding the routes: 1st day- the way to Seo is the most difficult; various terrain such as river, waterfall,
smooth slope etc; trekking 5-6 hrs per day, total routes about 200 km go & back. This tour is possible to
expand to Trekking Tours 5 days, 7 days, 9 days to go to other villages such as Sin Chai, Nam Nhiu, Suoi
Thau.
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is providing 10 major tourism routes.9 Before taking a trekking tour to Sa Pa, visitors

need to make direct contact or indirectly through Hanoi or Sa Pa-based tour agents.

Trekking Tour businesses in Sa Pa: The majority of trekking tour operators in Sa

Pa also involves lodging business here. From a single lodging enterprise, they further

take travel, tour organizing as other businesses including trekking tour. Up to 2003

June, there are about 26 tourism hotels, 44 guesthouses, 15 companies and

enterprises (state owned 3, private 11, joint venture 1). A great number of the above-

mentioned 70 lodging businesses involves travel business and tour organizing.

There are now some 30 trekking businesses in Sa Pa, some of which have quitted,

some continue to seek for other modes of advertising, sale promotion, tour

construction in order to meet the demands of tourists to a certain extend. Some Sa

Pa-based companies now cooperate with some international trekking-specializing

agency with an aim to professionalise trekking business in Sa Pa. (Phu Thinh company

and Topas  of Denmark10 for instance).

Trekking seasons in Sa Pa: The main tourism season in Sa Pa lasts from 4 to 10

every year, in the mean time 9,10,11 and 3, 4, 5 of best condition for trekking

activities. Trekking activities are limited during the rainy season from June to August

when visitors often shorten their stay so they normally choose 1-2 day tours instead

of the 3-4 day ones. And the most suitable time for trekking tourism in Sa Pa often

last from 9 to 12.

Local administrations of trekking activities:

                                                                                                                               
- Win Fan Si Pan peak (level 4): 04-05 days. Routes: (1st day) Sa Pa town (1500m high) - Cat Cat village
- Sa Pa valley bottom (1200m) - cross Linh Ho river by bamboo bridge - cross thick forest region - go to
thin forest region, build camps, relax in the evening  (2200m high) - (2nd day) - cross continuous thin forest
region - go up to the high of 2900m - go down to the high of 2400m, build camps (for 2 nights) relax in the
evening - (3rd day) - go up - lunch at the high of 3143m, Fan Si Pan peak called as "Dong D-ong House
top", enjoy and take a view Dien Bien Phu among northern (China) & southern (Lao) - turn back camp sites
(2400m high) night rest - (4th , 5th day) - break camp to go down the mountain - Sa Pa town. Features:
Heavey walking & climbing intensify (8 hr per day), cross many thick & thin forest regions, have a look a
variety of animals and plants, cold weather.
9 TREKKING ROUTES IN SA PA
- Tour 1: Sa Pa – Ta Phin – Ban Khoang – Sa Pa (1 day)
- Tour 2: Sa Pa – Cat Cat – Sin Chai – Nui Xe – Thac Bac – Sa Pa (2 days, 1 night)
- Tour 3: Sa Pa – Y Linh Ho – Lao Chai – Ta Van – Giang Ta Chai – Sa Pa (2 days, 1 night )
- Tour 4: Sa Pa – Hau Thao – Xa Xeng – Sa Pa (1 day)
- Tour 5: Sa Pa – Ta Van - Seo Mi Ti – Ta Trung Ho – Nam Sai – Sin Chai – Ban Ho – Sa Pa (6 days, 5
nights)
- Tour 6: Sa Pa - Thanh Phu – Nam Nhiu – Nam Sai – Ban Ho – Sa Pa (4 days, 3 nights)
- Tour 7: Sa Pa – Thanh Phu – Nam Nhiu – Sin Chai – Nam Cang – Thanh Phu – Ban Ho – Sa Pa (4 days, 3
nights)
- Tour 8: Sa Pa – Cat Cat – Sin Chai – Bai Bang – Fansipan – Nui Xe – Sa Pa (3 days, 2 nights)
- Tour 9: Sa Pa – Cat Cat – Fansipan – Sa Pa (4 days, 3 nights)
- Tour 10: Sa Pa – Y Linh Ho – Fansipan – Sa Pa (4 days, 3 nights)
10 Add: 011, Cau May, Sa Pa  Email:  info_topas@fpt.vn website: www.topas- adventure-vietnam.com
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The provincial people’s committee of Lao Cai: The provincial people’s committee of Lao

Cai has invested in the construction and up gradation of Sa Pa making it a tourist

destination of the province as well as of the whole nation. Some projects are

underway such as the inner tourism route project, the Ham Rong tourism resort, the

tourist lake of Sa Pa, the Sa Pa fresh water project… also, the system of electricity and

digital phone are ever developed and upgraded. The provincial people's committee has

also constructed more tourism route: Sa Pa – Ancient Stone Garden – Cau May, Sa Pa

– Cat Cat, Sa Pa – Thac Bac, Sa Pa – Ta Phin caves. The province also tries to

organize trekking tourism in the safest way possible. the network of hotels and guests

houses are under strict management to the state regulations.

The HLNP: As  newly-established (12/07/2002) so the HLNP presently plays not much

important a role in terms of trekking activities in Sa Pa. The tourism managing board

has only one personnel, almost nothing has been invested for the physical and

technical basis, at the moment only the Fansipan destination generates tourism

benefit with an entrance fee of 50,000 VND /visitor. At present the HNNP is beginning

to put some trekking tours into operation, the most noteworthy of which is the

construction of the Fansipan eco tourism route.

Tourism information and service center of Sa Pa: Located at Cau May street in the

center of Sa Pa, the center provides information and training services for various

objectives: local and international tourists, tour operators, tour guides, hotel staff

members. In the near future, the center will establish cooperative ties with the

communal trekking groups and the local communities in trekking map making and in

the construction and collection of interpretation information or materials.

The communal trekking groups: Established and operated under the guidelines of the

communal people’s committee, the group will attract the involvement/ participation of

the villagers in the trekking activities in their own territory (they are the owners of the

trekking resources). Identifying divine locations or those unreachable as well as

locations of special significance before putting them into exploitation and then share

information on those identified. The group also support and encourage women in the

commune to take in fine art handicraft production which both generates income for

them and attractiveness to tourists.

3. Some impacts of tourism and trekking activities in Sa Pa

The emergence of tourism in Sa Pa has considerably promoted both the development

and changes at the locality. The change from a far flung area into a famous

destination and an internationally cultural destination also leads to the negative
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impacts on the locality in terms of environmental, socio-economic and cultural

perspectives/dimensions.11

3.1. Impacts of tourism activities in general

3.1.1. Impacts on the natural environment and setting

Impacts on the scenery of Sa Pa

Up to now Sa Pa is mostly known through media or tour operators as a remote but

peaceful destination. One of our latest surveys12 has revealed that not a few tourists

showed up their disappointment right the moment they set the very first steps on  Sa

Pa as everything seemed  to turn back to their expectations.

Many of them regarded the natural setting of Sa Pa as excellent. However

urbanization has gradually moved into this small town. 70% of tourists are under

dissatisfaction with the poor sanitation, pollution and rubbish in Sa Pa, etc.

69% tourists hold Sa Pa at poor level as regards environment setting as now many

hotels restaurants are built without planning and not following the traditional style of

Sa Pa. This also replaces the former constructions of French style. Many of them also

expressed deep concern and proposed a more reasonable pace of development in Sa

Pa.

Visitors, both local and international, think light of prices and the quality of products

and services as the thing they wish to see 1st and foremost is Sa Pa of the beginning-

a peaceful Sa Pa with as little change as possible. They think that some entertaining

areas should be moved outside the town center.

Impacts on the natural environment

Also according the above mentioned research, the majority of tourists are concerned

with the day by day degradation of Sa Pa natural resources due to harmful

interventions of human. Most of them rejected the construction of the Fansipan route

as, to them, this may spoilt the most attractive trekking destination of Sa Pa.

                                          
11 It can't be concluded that any changes and negative phenomena was only due to tourism. Many other
courses of economy & society involved to Innovation Course were also partly contributed.
12 The author had been investigating from Dec 2004 to the end of Feb 2005. The results were taken from
150 inquiry tables, of which 115 from international visitors, 35 from Vietnam tourists. Besides of visitors, in
order to make general ideas, I had made reference on many ideas of trekking tour guide (13 ones);
managers of tourist agents, tourist branch offering this service (17 ones); as well as several experts and
local officials etc.
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In his research in 1996, Di Gregorio already set an warning on the environmental

degradation of Sa Pa as a result of tourism development (the overuse of timber wood

and other forest-based products like orchids, the uncontrollable disposal of rubbish

and waste…)

However it serves as a happy sign when the forest resources of Sa Pa are suffering

from less and less negative impacts of tourism partly thanks to better policies and due

to the fact that forest resources are now no more important to the income as well as

the living conditions of the local people.13

Besides all of those mentioned, one of the most burning issues of Sa Pa remains

pollution and poor sanitation which mostly take place within the town center due to
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Despite being the majority (86%) in the population, and a key attraction of the

tourism industry, the ethnic minority groups are receiving disproportionately low

socio-economic benefits from tourism.  The majority of economic benefits remain with

the Vietnamese community in the main town, and with the tour operators who

organize trips from Hanoi and elsewhere [Hoa & Lan, 1999)].

Besides, tourism development has also raised the local people’s awareness   of their

living conditions and earning opportunities. This, in reality, one way or others, shows

at the ethnic communities are actively engaging in tourism activities in particular and

other socio economic activities of Sa Pa as a whole. These inexperienced groups when

participating into the market economy, of course, suffer from disadvantages as

compared with other groups, of which firstly the Kinh group also of Sa Pa district.

Tourism development of Sa Pa also helps create more opportunities for

communication, knowledge widening among the ethnic people. Tourism activities

supports the emergence of new and higher demands, both physical and spiritual,

among them.

                                                                                                                               
Recently a significant shift has taken place in the authorities’ attitude towards overnight stays and trekking.
The authorities are recognizing the value of opening up and developing officially sanctioned trekking.
Most tourists participate in one day walks from Sa Pa town, however there is a demand for longer trips, as
indicated by the number of hotels and guesthouses in Sa offering to organize treks involving overnight
stays.  A few are directly collaborating with overseas tour operators to offer multi-day trekking. Lao Cai
Tourism Company estimates that 30% of foreign tourists make requests to stay overnight in villages. From
the villager point of view, it appears that certain communes are interested in offering overnight or
homestays.  In Ta Van, elders of villagers and heads of clans have discussed and submitted a proposal to
the commune leadership.  In Lao Chai and Ta Phin, various commune members expressed interest. [Hoa
and Lan, 1999].
20 The desire to understand the culture of ethnic minority communities includes the wish to learn about their
traditional cultural activities. For example, the Green Bamboo Guesthouse in Sa Pa invites some people of
ethnic minority communities to perform traditional music on Friday each week. The income per performer
from such a presentation for two to three hours is about 20,000 - 30,000 VND with free soft drinks. Besides
this type of organized presentation, several H’mong men come to town to give a music or dance show upon
tourists’ request. The fee for such a show is only 1,000 — 2,000 VND per individual, but the ethnic minority
men can earn about 30,000 - 50,000 VND per weekend.
21 The majority of the guides however are not recruited within the district, nor are they ethnic minority men
or women. Rather, outside tour operators recruit their own guides from Hanoi and other locations.  A big
obstacle for recruitment of local guides is their language skills; guides need to be able to speak English
and/or French to cater to expatriate tourists.  Ethnic minority locals are even less able to participate in
guiding activities as they are often not fluent in Vietnamese. The issues have changed recently with the fact
that ethnic people as tour guide speak English better and better, in which there are a lot of very young girls.
It is not an especially popular activity in ethnic minority communities, but it brings considerable earnings to
those who choose to engage in it. At present, the number of the ethnic minority people engaged in trekking
activities is low and may only be represented from some communes located close to the town and on routes
leading to the mountains, such as San Sa Ho, Lao Chai and Ta Van. Each commune may have a
considerable number of individuals involved. Female ethnic joined with great amount of people..
22 Sale on site
There is a desire by the women’s group of Ta Phin for a sales outlet to display and sell their craft products
‘on site’ rather than in Sa Pa.  Ta Phin is the site for a new kiosk operated by Kinh from outside the
commune, with the purpose of selling products to local villagers but also cashing in on the tourists who visit
one of the most popular communes in the District. For those villages who have day visitors, few pay money
to households they visit. Craft sales are the only way villagers are benefiting from these pass-through
visitors.
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Negative impacts of tourism:

Villagers note few negative impacts from visitors, though there is an obvious feeling

that the weekend influx and weekday absence of visitors is not an ideal situation.

The weekend market of Sa Pa, which has long been an opportunity for the H’mong

and Dao men and women to buy and sell produce, perform traditional musical and

other activities, socialize with friends and court potential partners, has also been

significantly affected by the arrival of tourists, partly a result of its labeling as Sa Pa’s

“love market”.

Further, there are some concerns about the impact of tourism in the District on the

young girls who have been attracted to Sa Pa (some of whom act as unofficial tour

guides to foreign tourists) and spend little time at home or in school.

Another impact on ethnic minority communities of concern to a variety of Sa Pa

community members is the appearance and growth in number of ‘street kids’ in Sa Pa

town.  Young H’mong girls between the ages of about seven and fifteen years old

spend the entire weekend or longer in Sa Pa.  Absence from school; impacts on family

relations and community coherence, and vulnerability to social ills such as prostitution

are all expressed concerns (ibid).

Ethnic minority members engage in the collection of forest products to cater to the

tourist industry.  Such products include wood, mushrooms, wild animals and orchids.

This environmental impact of tourism has not been researched in detail, though it is

certain that it exacerbates an already significant level of deforestation and collection of

non-timber forest products from the local HLNP (ibid).  Perhaps the greatest challenge

facing Sa Pa is how to achieve improved, sustainable livelihoods for the majority

ethnic minority population, that in turn directly benefits conservation.

Another environmental problem is the disposal of waste and wastewater.  Runoff and

seepage from the rubbish tip into the local river was acknowledged as a problem in

1996 [DiGregorio et al, 1996].

Impacts on Gender situation

Traditionally, women in Sa Pa District - particularly women of ethic minority groups -

play a weaker role than men, both in the family as well as in the society.   Women are

dependent on the husband, who is considered the pillar of the house and in charge of

making all decisions.  In general, women must seek their husbands’ permission for

undertaking activities out of the normal daily routine. Current responsibilities leave
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women with little time and fewer opportunities than men to express their voice in

society.

Ethnic minority women are required to attain and practice traditional social/cultural

skills such as weaving, dyeing, embroidery and sewing.  Amongst the H’mong,

potential wives are often judged by their skills in producing the traditional clothing.

This is a lengthy and time consuming process which involves growing the cotton, linen

and jute, spinning and weaving, dying with indigo collected from the forest,

embroidering elaborate designs and then sewing.

It is in this area of traditional life that the link has been made with tourism.  Women

are now producing additional items for the tourist market.  The extent to which this

additional activity and associated sale of handicraft (which involves travel to Sa Pa

town) is affecting women’s traditional workloads, economic status and role in family

and society has been briefly considered by [Hoa and Lan, 2000].  However, the

manner in which tourism may affect gender relationships and power structures is still

unclear.

One impact with implications for gender, family and societal relationships is the

phenomenon of H’mong girls leaving school and staying away from home to spend

time in Sa Pa town. Their mothers - who are largely responsible for

encouraging/supporting their children’s education and study are considered to play a

key role.

The opportunities available to women to actively participate in the tourism industry (or

decision about tourism) are also influenced by their educational status.  In Sa Pa the

literacy rate for the District as a whole is very low, and it is especially low for the

ethnic minority women.  Many members of the Women’s Union at commune level are

unable to read and write.  Therefore, the only way for higher-level officials to

communicate with them is to have direct meetings and verbally impart or deliver new

instructions23.

The impacts of the Ham Rong tourism project

The Lao Cai Lottery Company, which owns the Ham Rong Hotel in Sa Pa, is also the

developer of the Ham Rong Tourist Area in Sa Pa town.  When complete it will occupy

an area of 148 ha, being divided into several sections: orchid garden and nursery;

flower garden; fruit orchard; rock garden; zoo and ethnic minority/cultural village.

                                          
23 Personal communication, Sa Pa Women’s Union, 29th June 1999.
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To date orchid, flower and mountain rock gardens are complete, and work has started

on orchard establishment. The Ham Rong Project is collaborating with Frontier’s

‘Income Generating Medicinal and Ornamental Plant Production’ project.

The aim of the cultural village is to present the lifestyles of 11 or so of the 27 ethnic

minority groups living in Lao Cai Province.  About 23 houses and a theatre will be

constructed.  Some of them may function as guesthouses.  Ethnic minorities will be

employed to grow rice, plant vegetables, jute, produce traditional crafts (e.g.: weave

and embroider), cook and perform traditional music and dance.

Information issue:

For the development of sustainable tourism, inform is of specially significance. During

the last few years, the Sa Pa-based tour operators have much focused on advertising

information serving customers with various choices and prices , but on the other hand,

lacks of information on the local culture, environment, history, geography as well as

others necessary info. No culture and environment-friendly-mode of behavior has

been transfused to tourists as well as all the things needed for a trekkers before a

journey. The local people themselves are no informed of their upcoming guests and

how they should behave with strange tourists both local and international. This

remains same to the training of serving skills and problem solving. However it is so

happy that this has seen much improvement thanks to the efforts both on the side of

local administration, indigenous people and international institutions.

3.2. Impacts of trekking activities in particular

In order to clearly and vividly represent the impacts of trekking activities on the local

communities especially on the ethnic minority groups who inhabit in far flung

mountainous areas24, hereafter we provide a specific analysis on the  results gained

during  our fieldtrips to some popular trekking routes of Sa Pa. The criteria used

include the community involvement and the fragility of the destination.

     3.2.1.  Community involvement

The following evaluation is conducted basing on the community participation in

tourism activities. Community involvement includes both duration of time degree of

involvement. Some supportive tools were used to identify and detect the present and

                                          
24 much more different from impacts of tourism activities in whole that affect more to the town inhabitants
(the Kinh people almost all).
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future participation of local community in tourism activities. Hereafter our analysis of

the community participation is represented in high-to-low order.

Route Sa Pa - Thanh Phu - Nam Nhiu - Sin Chai - Nam Cang - Ban Phung - Thanh Phu

- Ban Ho - Sa Pa

This route goes through 5 ethic minority villages of Thanh Phu-Sin Chai-Nam Cang-

Nam Sai - Ban Ho with the highest level of community involvement as compared to

other routes. Here the local community provides more services of homestay, foodstuff

(normally rice, egg, meat, chicken and vegetable and the porters or tour guides are in

charge of cooking), beverage (wine, beer and others), local transportation service and

art performance. The villages of ho and Thanh Phu are the two main locations for

overnight visitors. At present the village of ho has two art performing groups (one

young and the other for the older). The people of Nam Cang village show up their

annoyance with the arrival of tourists and mostly reject tourism.

Route Sa Pa - Ta van - Seo Mi Ti - Ta Trung Ho - Nam Sai - Stn Chai - Ban Ho

This is so hard and long route that it requires tourists in good health as they have to

climb up many high hills, long streams and dangerous suspension bridges. However

the natural setting here is very fine and almost untouched. From Sa Pa to Ta Van and

from ho village to Sa Pa with normal means of transportation during this 4-6 day

routes, visitors have chances to visit some ethnic minority groups of H’mong, Dao, Xa

Pho, Tay and see with admiration the sights of old and replanted forests, terraced

fields, waterfalls and great streams…

Due to the long journey, visitors have chance to stay overnight at the villages of Seo

Mi Ti, Ta Trung Ho, Nam Xai, Sin Chai and Ban Ho. The local people here supply

lodging facility, foodstuffs and beverage. However of the 7 routes, this is the one with

the lowest level of community participation. The local people can make good porters in

trekking tours and this helps bring them more income. Unlike other routes, here few

people take part in the supply of handicrafts or souvenirs… and the route also suffer

from the weaknesses of  physical basis as only few households are engaged in lodging

business . the number of guesthouses can only meet the demands of 8-12 guests.

Hotel rooms and room equipments remains untidy as there is no toilets, bathrooms

and fresh water tanks for tourists.

Present utilization:  the number of tourists differs from seasons to seasons, most of

whom come here during the months of 3, 4, 5 and 10, 11 then so few tourists come

here in the rest of the year. Tourists often come here in groups of 6 to 18 with the
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accompany of tour guide and occasionally there are moths when this route welcome 3-

4 groups each. At present the village of Seo Mi Ti there are 2 guesthouses in the

village of Seo Mi Ti and one in Ta Trung Ho. The quality of lodging facilities here is far

lower than that of Lao Chai, Ta Van or Ban Ho. This route can only organized by

professional trekking tour operators due to the difficulties of dangerous and long roads

and the long distances among villages.

Route Sapa - Lao Chai - Ta Van - Giang Ta Chai (SaPa valley trek)

This is the most popular route in Sa Pa encompassing 3 villages (Y Linh Ho, Lao Chai and Ta

Van) with the reasonable length of one day or more day long connected journey from Sa Pa

to Lao Chai (5 km) and from Lao Chai to Ta Van (3 km). During this route visitors can find

beautiful scenery of villages lying at the bottom of Hoang Lien mount stretching along the

stream of Muong Hoa Ho from Lao Chai to Ta Van, one side of which lies terraced fields, and

the forest of HLNP  on the other side. Also in this route you can visit the villages of H’mong,

Giay, Dao ethnic groups and a church dating back from the French colonialism.

In terms of infrastructure: there is no guesthouse in Lao Chai up to this moment of

time except for small stalls during the route. Schools here are also served as a

stopover for relax or lunch. In Ta Van there are 4 households that provide overnight

service. Here there are individual toilets, tanks, and bathrooms. Even better lodging

facilities also supply pillow and drinking items. Besides, on the way from Lao Chai to

Ta Van there is a small stall selling tho cam fabric.

Route Sapa - Cat Cat - Sin Chai - Nui Xe - Sapa

This route goes mainly through two villages. These are the villages of Cat Cat and Sin

Chai. There is a big difference between these two villages in terms of the number of

tourist arrivals. The village of Cat Cat is extremely busy with dozens of visitor visiting

daily. According to the villagers, the village receives up to some hundreds or

occasionally more than thousand visitors at some days of the weekend. On the

contrary, people in Sin Chai village reported that there are just a few tourists who visit

Sin Chai, even though the village is situated only one hour (by foot) from Cat Cat.

Living in a busy village, the local people in Cat Cat village have more opportunities to

be involved in tourism. At the moment, they sell bottled water and other soft drinks,

fruits and souvenir items. Furthermore, they are sometimes hired as porters,

guides/escorts who mainly lead the ways, and motorbike drivers. Because of the

proximity of Sa Pa town (around 45 min by foot) and the absence of sleeping

possibilities, tourists do not stay overnight.
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Though the locals of Sin Chai village reported that there have been tourists on the way

back from Fansipan who stayed overnight on an ad hoc basis in their village, it

appears that local people have almost no experience with tourism. It should be noted

that the District has recently helped to establish a group of cultural performers in

these two villages.

Route Sa Pa - Ta phin - Ban Khoang - Sa Pa

This route goes through the villages of Ta Phin and Ban Khoang, mainly the home of

the Red Dao and the Black H'mong minorities. Unlike its neighboring village of Ban

Khoang, Ta Phin village reeves a huge amount of tourists. When interviewed, 37% of

national tourists and 43% of foreign tourists answered that they visit Ta Phin village.

Local people sell brocade and other souvenir items to tourists. Many sellers are Red

Dzao women, who can be found easily in the center of the village with brocade,

embroidery works or silver products in their hands. There is also a small souvenir shop

which sells local brocades and some souvenir items. The shop is supported by

Craftlink, a Hanoi based NGO. Other services include provision of motorbike transport.

Villagers also sell drinking water, cookies, sweets, fruits etc. However, the motorbike

drivers and shop owners are mainly new Kinh residents who migrated to the village

from the neighboring towns or villages. According to the local report, some tourists

staid overnight in the village, but it does not happen often, and is organized “at hoc”,

without any preparation, tourists sometimes even do not pay for their overnight stay.

In Ban Khoang, the local community seems not ready to participate in tourism

activities. When interviewed, many of villagers in Ban Khoang indicated the limited

interaction with tourists. It is noted that the administrative procedures allowing

tourists staying overnight in the village is still very strict and requires much

paperwork. Local people are also not prepared to produce and sell local products to

tourists.

Route Fansipan

This part of the route does not go through any villages.  Analysis on local participation

is not applicable.

Community involvement (in short):

Although tourism is taking place in almost all villages in Sa Pa region, the involvement

of local people varies considerably. Some villages provide well prepared homestay’s

like Ban Ho and Thanh Phu. These villages are situated far from Sa Pa and tourists

need a sleeping place when they are on a more day trekking (Ban Ho). Some villages
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are close to Sa Pa (Cat Cat) or famous and easy to reach by road like Ta Phin. They

receive big quantities of tourists and therefore the inhabitants can easily sell products

to the tourists or provide small services. In between are a lot of villages that are

situated relatively close to Sa Pa but further than for example Cat Cat and less famous

than Ta Phin. A considerable amount of tourists visit these villages while walking or

trekking and often stay overnight, but this takes place on an ad hoc basis (mostly

foreigners): the houses are not specially prepared to receive tourists. From a local

economic point of view, ethnic minorities earn considerably from the passing by

tourists. However, there is no professionalisation and the participation of local

communities in terms of management of the situation is absent. There are some

places like Nam Cang village where almost no tourists pass by and local people have

no knowledge of  tourism.

3.2.2. Impacts of tourism and fragile sites

In this part, the present impact of tourism along the trekking routes is analyzed.

Overcrowding, misuse of natural resources, the construction of houses and

infrastructure, and other activities associated with tourism all possibly bring negative

impacts to the local environment. The main factor to analyze the impact has been the

amount of tourist visiting or trekking to the sites. For the purpose of the analysis, the

sites with the highest present impact at the moment are mentioned first. Areas are

considered fragile when the minorities did not have any contact with tourists or when

the value of the nature is still very high, i.e. when there has not been much impact on

nature during the ages. The paragraph starts with the highest impact of tourism so

the most fragile culture or nature is mentioned on the end of this paragraph.

Route Sapa - Cat Cat - Sin Chai- Nui Xe - Sapa:

The route goes through two villages, namely Cat Cat and Sin Chai, and a part of the

forested mountain. Cat Cat village is quite near to Sa Pa town and close to the village

is the river including a waterfall, that's why Cat Cat is an attractive site for tourism,

tourism commenced long ago the site is very crowded. Due to the early tourism

activity and a high number of tourists, this route has suffered a lot of impacts. This is

indicated by the appearance and an increasing number of vendors at the entrance of

Cat Cat village (the biggest figure in Sa Pa), non-professional guides, tourist-

motorbike drivers and "soft drink" shops, etc. Also, due to high contacts with foreign

visitors, the inhabitants speak some English, especially children

The local people in Cat Cat and Sin Chai village currently still retain their traditional

occupation of agriculture and handicraft productions, which are gradually dieing out in
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some places due to the contact with modern life. The purchase of souvenirs or

traditional handicrafts increases income for the local people and somehow encourage

them to take part in tourism business.

The surrounding nature is noted for a number of interesting trees and bushes like big

fern trees. Young trees of rare species can be seen like "Fokenia" and "Bach Xanh".

Though there are not many tourists who go along the trail from Cat Cat to Sin Chai,

the local inhabitants use this route already for a long time to cultivate the

economically valuable "Cay Gung", ginger. The route suffered from considerable

human impacts from inhabitants (tree cutting).

It is evident that this route has a very busy starting point (Cat Cat village) with the

arrival of thousands of tourists a year. As a result, the village has undergone many

impacts caused by tourism. The trekking route after Cat Cat village is very natural but

the impact is increasing by the inhabitants and by the occasional trekkers passing by.

For this reason, the present impact of tourism alongside the route is scored the

highest.

Route Sa Pa - Ta Phin - Ban Khoang - Sa Pa:

Ta Phin is the second most crowded site nearby Sa Pa. Tourism activities in Ta Phin

village started a long time ago. Almost all international and Vietnamese visitors have

paid visits to Ta Phin village. Consequently, the village has undergone considerable

social impacts due to tourism. At present, the tourism facilities have been considerably

developed. There appears a showroom/shop of handicrafts as well as a number of

shops selling beverage in the village. In addition, there are always tens of village

vendors selling crafts to tourists and a number of motorbike drivers (Xe om) waiting

for clients.

Due to the rapid tourism growth, the scenery and environment have undergone

considerably changes. The cultural change can be seen for example through the

architectural style like a number of new concrete houses which have been constructed,

houses of the Kinh who migrated from neighboring areas, which are not in accordance

to local constructions and houses on stilts of the Tay minority (the souvenir shop)

dominating the on-ground houses of the original in habitants, the Dao and H'mong.
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Like Sin Chai village of the route above, Ban Khoang is the second village on the end

of the route. Ban Khoang village has seen very few tourists25.  Therefore, the social

environment is less impacted by tourists than in Ta Phin.

In comparison with the route Sapa - Cat Cat - Sin Chai- Nui Xe - Sapa, the impact of

tourism in this route.

Route Lao Chai - Ta Van - Giang Ta Chai and Route Sa Pa - Thanh Phu - Nam Nhiu -

Sin Chai - Nam Cang - Ban Phung - Thanh Phu - Ban Ho - Sa Pa

These two routes have some same characteristics. They are long trekking routes that

require overnight stays in the villages and the routes go through several villages of

ethnic minority groups.

Given the smaller number of visitors who participate in these trekking, mainly

international tourists, the level of tourism impacts is much lower. However,

development of tourism facilities, such as homestay accommodation and shops, is

occurring. Big changes to the life of local people is yet to occur but they still have their

normal way of living with their daily work, farming, customs and practices and

traditional festivals.

Route Sa Pa - Ta Van - Seo Mi Ti - Ta Trung Ho - Nam Sai - Sin Chai - Ban Ho

This route is also a long route that goes through a number of villages.  However,

unlike the above two routes, this route goes also through some parts of the Nature

Reserve of Hoang Lien Son. Therefore, apart from the social impact, visitors trekking

along this route bring considerably impacts to the natural environment, for example, a

local tourist guide may use bush- whacker to cut small or young trees and bush to

open a trail for his tourist groups. Since some parts of forest are within rehabilitation

zones and some villages (along the route) are more isolated than others, these assets

have undergone a low level of disturbance. As such, this route has a lower impact of

tourism than the other routes and culture and environment are fragile.

Route Xe hill – Fansipan – Xe hill

The tour does not go via any village and no tourism impact on the cultural environment is

expected. The route goes through the Nature Reserve Hoang Lien Son. The number of

visitors using this route is considerable lower than those of the above routes. Thus the

tourism impact on the natural environment is very little at the moment. But because of the

reserve, nature is considered very fragile in this route.

                                          
25 see the section of community participation
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3.2.3. Impacts on the HLNP

Professional trekking tour operators often pay proper attention to the protection of the

local bio-system as well as the indigenous culture and custom as these are of great

importance to not only visitors but to tour suppliers also. Reality has showed that

visitors actively use mobile cookers instead of taking forest wood as burning fuel for

their campfire as before. Similarly, in order to avoid being thirsty or disposing used-up

bottles during the journey, tourists are urged to take portable water refining

machines. In terms of rubbish and waste, all rubbish made from hard decaying

materials or metals are put in a specially used bags and then they are taken to

regulated places out of the  forest. This simple job has been adopted as an effective

measure in protecting the ecosystem.

In reality, there is now a professional trekking tour operator that is equipped with

sufficient environment protecting tools. The non-or semi professional trekking tour

operators then hardly avoid negative impacts on the bio-system, animals and plants of

the forest. On the other hand, some of the self-organized visitors think light of

environmental protection so they disposed waste along the roads. So for a better

environment of Sa Pa, we need to minimize the negative impacts of tourism on the

natural setting within the HLNP in particular and within the district town of Sa Pa as a

whole.

As regards the most attractive destination of Sa Pa - the Fansipan: as the highest

peak of Vietnam, this enormous mount is formed by ancient stones which are of

magma origin. The whole mountain runs to northwest-southeast direction with quite

great cutting and slopes level. It is highly valued in terms of geography and landform.

With the climatic resource and many beautiful types of scenery untouched by human,

the Fansipan mount can be regarded as a mystery, both from biological and

geographical perspectives. So during the past couple of years, an ever-increasing

number of tourists come here. They are scientists, researchers, students and domestic

as well as foreign tourists. According to the findings of a recently conducted study, a

great number of tourists here are free, self organized who get no permission from

authorized administrators. Despite stricter measures adopted by forest inspectors as

well as other authorized contingents, this has not stopped but tends to further develop

as well! In conclusion, Fansipan climbing is an objective reality free from human

control so any administrative measures taken not only turn out ineffective but also
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bring back unexpected consequences. This not only put trekkers and climber at risk,

but also put the regional bio-systems in jeopardy of degradation, even destruction.26
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