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Abstract

The research project relates to the administration and management of the
border province of Mukdahan in the new context of East-West Economic Corridor
(EWEC), the Friendship Bridge between Thailand and Lao II (Mukdahan -
Sawannakhet), the Development Strategy of the Northeastern Provinces Group 6.2,
and the Development Strategy of the Province (Distribution Centre). The project is a
preliminary one so that a research question that truly reaches users’ needs will be
further developed.

The study has two major purposes as the followings:

1) to conduct a preliminary study of the needs and opinions of the
stakeholders concerning to the development of some mechanisms
indispensable for the administration and management of the border
province of Mukdahan in the new context of East-West Economic
Corridor (EWEC), the Friendship Bridge between Thailand and Lao II

(Mukdahan — Sawannakhet), the Development Strategy of the
Northeastern Provinces Group 6.2, and the Development Strategy of the
Province

2) to study the existing mechanisms of public administration and
management as well as those being developed by the Provincial
Government particularly relating to the natural resources and
environment.

The main method of the study is to collect documents and organize forums in
which stakeholders can take part to share their opinions and ideas as well as to voice
their needs and concerns. During the study, there were 4 forums held in Bangkok and
Mukdahan. Nine leading issues are taken from the forums. They are as follow:
Cooperation with the neighboring countries (Lao and Vietnam)
Thailand public administration
Involvement of the local people and the local private sector
Tourism
Border trade and transit trade
e Agriculture and industrial
¢ Human resource development and people’s quality of life
e Town planning
e Natural resources and environmental management

Special focus is made on the Thailand public administration relating to the
administration and management of the border province of Mukdahan in the new
context. A crucial problem found is that no constructive and efficient coordination
between / among state agencies, e.g. between the Central Government and the
Provincial Government, between the Provincial Government and the Local
Government. In addition, there is less and constructive involvement between the
concerned state agencies and the civil society. What is more, it is widely said that
most of the state agencies working at the level of the provincial government have not
yet fully recognized that all of them have, within the new context of the Province, to
get more involved in working altogether and concerned more about border questions,
particularly on transnational issues.



As far as concerned to the question of the environmental management, while
the Province aims at becoming a distribution centre (DC) within a year, but it is
obviously found that the Province has not yet had a solid and well-studied plan and
efficient mechanisms that be able to properly supervise the use of the natural
resources and to protect the natural setting as well as to efficiently address any
environmental problems.
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