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Executive summary

Organic agricuiture has recently become an important
national focus with significant efforts being made by all sectors to
increase organic products, their quality and quantity, at both
regional and national levels as part of a movement towards clean
and green food crops. However, actual expansion rates and
promotion of organic farming systems fall short of expectations
and have not met anticipated targets. Within the research and
development sectors, there are a number of poorly articulated
proposals for research and development that require significant
improvement. This in part is due to the limited number of organic
agriculture researchers and most of them are also ‘part-time'
organic farming system researcher. As such an option for
improving proposals may lie through community validations and
consultation.

Until recently, community validation of organic farming
research proposals has focused on community leader validation.
In order to expand organic agricultural research and
development, general organic community participation IS more
relevant than just farmer leader participation. As such, organic
farmer workshops were initiated through support of Thailand
Research Fund. A series of workshops have been organized
during the last three months, in centers of organic farming
communities, temple situated within organic farming group
centers, and at Khon Kaen University, with the intention of
attracting relevant participante from different sectors, sequentially
and proportionally. As a result, the workshops have attracted

primarily farmers, practitioners, private sector, non-government



organization, government officials, academics and organic
farming system researchers.

Results from these sequential 4 workshdps revealed that
efforts to expand organic agriculture are from both sides, namely
top-down and bottom-up, with different priorities and aspects.
Despite the fact that organic agriculture is on the national agenda,
action plans to effect the implementation of these systems are still
lagging behind. The government sector has mostly concentrated
on standardizations with no clear action plans on organic
agriculture improvement and expansion. At the same time,
efforts of researchers and exténsion workers are still far from well
synchronization. Moreover, non-government organizations
working close to organic farming communities are insufficiently
equipped with the necessary set of knowledge skills, on both
technologies and organic community movement. Finally, farmers
are still familiar and stuck with conventional chemical farming
systems, for both lifestyle and knowledge. Their basic natural
resources for agricultural production are also severely degraded
from current ‘chemical' practices of their current production
systems, and need both appropriate knowledge and appropriate
efforts in enhancing their understanding of organic agriculture to
convert to more sustainable systems. As such the general effort
on organic agriculture research and development is not all well
coordinated and remains largely unproductive.

There is the potential to improve the current situation with
respect to the promotion of organic farming systems through the
compilation and unification of these scatter and ineffective efforts
into a set of common goals by using 'community-based
participatory researches’ with integrated approaches of all sectors

mentioned above. The results of the workshops have at least



initiated common understanding and friendship agreement on
organic farming system research and development for policy
makers, researchers, extension workers, 'non-government
organizations, private sectors, community leaders and organic
farmers. Potential research topics and research questions are on
both appropriate organic technology development, organic
farming system economics, and organic farmer group expansion
have been formulated. With a common understanding and effort,
a number of potential research projects have been initiated and

guidelines provided in this report.
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