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Excerpt 

 

The main objective of the report entitled “Thailand’s Environmental Review: to 

Ensure its Preparedness for Thai-US Free Trade Negotiation” is to analyze and assess 

the potential social and environmental impact of the Thai-US Free Trade Agreement. 

This is to formulate Thailand’s position in the negotiations with the US and will also help 

provide further direction and guidelines for the improvement of Thailand’s environmental 

management in general. One of the research activities was the setting up of a 

discussion forum with well-known foreign academics to exchange views on trade and 

environmental issues. The exchange of relevant information, opinions and suggestions 

will be of great benefit to the research.  

It is clear from the discussion forum that trade and environmental issues have 

an evolving relationship. The current tendency reflects an increased concern about the 

impact of trade on the environment, both at bilateral and multilateral levels. 

Environmental concerns have become a determinant of trade barriers, in particular for 

goods that destroy the environment. However, this idea runs contrary to the impetus for 

trade liberalization, which requires in free and unrestricted trade.  Debates on trade and 

the environment have generally led to disputes. It is likely that environmental issues will 

not be properly addressed, and will increasingly tend to be left off the negotiation’s 

agenda. 

 At the bilateral level, the environmental issue is one of the agenda items, in 

particular in negotiations between the US and its partners. This is due to the fact that 

every US negotiated agreement must be fully consistent with the environmental review, 

as expressed in US environmental laws, and must undergo a process of public hearings 

and discussions. As far as Thailand is concerned, the moving force behind the research 

on the national environmental review was the Thailand Research Fund (TRF) which has 

shown a keen interest in this issue and realized the importance of the said issue. In 

examining the documentation of the US environmental review, it is found that, in its 

general observations, the US has come to the conclusion that trade liberalization has 

had no impact on environmental concern.  However, it is known that free trade has had 

negative repercussions on the environment, which has brought about disputes in a 

number of free trade areas such as NAFTA.  

 As for environmental issues in the bilateral free trade negotiations in the ASEAN 

region, it is often found that a special emphasis is put on high-level protection of 
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environmental standards, efficient environmental laws enforcement, and on cooperation 

in environmental development. However, the US environment-related trade barriers are 

implicitly expressed through the requirements on its negotiation partners to enforce and 

improve their national environmental laws with the view to raising their respective 

environmental standards.  

 As for the free trade negotiation between Thailand and the US, the discussion 

forum made a number of suggestions. The forum recommended that Thailand pay 

special attention to environmental problems such as water pollution, air pollution, 

hazardous wastes, and other environmentally related impacts on bio-diversity, and to 

polluting activities such as forestry, mining, animal trade and tourism. It was also of the 

opinion that Thailand should conduct an environmental review like in the case of the 

US. Should any issue of concern be identified, the necessary pressure would have to 

be exercised. Such undertaking could be collectively realized in collaboration with 

international NGOs or international organizations. Those issues of concern could also 

be brought to the attention of the US Congress to create additional pressure. The 

objective of this undertaking is not to oppose the setting up of free trade areas but 

rather to enhance cooperation in the efforts to upgrade industrial standards and labour 

safety.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




