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' Susan Bordo na12131u The Unbearable Weight - “In the figure of the man-eater the metaphor of the

devouring woman reveals its deep psychological underpinnings. Eating is not really a metaphor for the
sexual act; rather, the sexual act, when initiated and desired by a woman, is imagined as itself an act of
eating, of incorporation and destruction of the object of desire. Thus, women’s sexual appetites must
be curtailed and controlled, because they threaten to deplete and consume the body and soul of the
male” (117)
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“Within patriarchal society, women who are victimized by male violence have had to pay a price for breaking
the silence and naming the problem. They have had to be scen as fallen women A category like ‘battered
woman’ risks reinforcing this notion that the hurt woman, not only the rape victim, becomes a social pariah, set

apart, marked forever by this experience™ (bell hook 89)
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On 27 April, holding a paper-and-toothpick-flag poised over Ba Ria, | cried like every one
efse. But mine were not fears of victory. | knew nothing of the price of victory. My tears
were tears of farewell. The war had known me. Now if was my furn to gel used fo its

departure. Who would replace it to wink at me? What would remain after the war?’

1 Pham Thj Hoai, 29 April 2005, translated by Nguyen Nguyet Cam and Peter Zinoman, in
www. OpenDemocracy.net
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The literary imagination is a part of public rationality, and not the whole In fact, |
defend the literary imagination precisely because it seems to me an essential ingredient
of an ethical stance that asks us to concern ourselves with the good of other people

. " 2
whose lives are distant from our own.
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Adificial constructions of some crucial elements in a norm of public rationality, and

. 3
valuable guides to correct response.
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The Vietnamese peasants were not simply animals reacting angrily to hunger. Instead,
they were patient human beings who organized themselves cell by cell, block by block,
friendship association by friendship association, mutual aid group by mutual aid group,
village by village, district by district and so on, in the hope of liberating themselves and
their country. It was this hope for a better world — as well as the knowledge of possible
success in creating such a world — that propelied them into action and them so resilient

in their struggle.6
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6 Ngo Vinh Long. Before the Revolution: The Vietnamese Peasants under the French. New
York: Columbia University Press, 1991. Pp. xv-xvi.
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Appropriate emotions are useful in showing us what we might do, and also morally

valuable in their own right, as recognitions of the character of the situation before us.
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Furthermore, they motivate appropriate action, °
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On the other hand, not all emotions are good guides. To be a good guide, the emotion

must, first of all, be informed by a true view of what is going on — of the facts of the

16 Nussbaum, Martha C. Poetic Justice: The Literary Imagination and Public Life. P. 74.
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case, of their significance for the actors in the situation, and of any dimensions of their
true significance or importance that, may elude or be distorted in the actors’ own

. 17
CONsCIoUSNESS,
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Second, the emotion must be the emotion of spectator, not a participant. This means not
only that we must perform a reflective assessment of the situation to figure out whether
the participants have understood it correctly and reacted reasonably; it means as well,
that we must omit that portion of the emotion that derives from our personal interest in
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our own well-being.
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