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Language Learning Is Different 
from Learning Other Subjects

Language has a systematic structure of 
its own 
� Learning a language by dismantling its 

structures and understanding its rules 
� Knowledge in Linguistics and Applied 

Linguistics is considered to be the 
foundation for a good command of the 
language



ELT Experiences Show

An expert in Linguistics and Applied 
Linguistics may not be necessarily a 
good ELT teacher
A smart student with a good memory 
may not necessarily turn out to be a 
good language learner 



Why?

Learning about a language is different 
from learning the language
Understanding the language does not 
mean a good command of the language 
There is a gap between being able to 
understand the language and use the 
language



The Nature of 
Language Learning 

Interdisciplinary
Social



Interdisciplinary

Applied Linguistics
Education
Psychology
Sociology
Cross-cultural communication
……



Social

A major means of communication
Language is best learned through
interactions with others



William and Burden  
(1997) 

Four important conditions for LL
�Teachers
�Learners
�Tasks
�Context



EFL Learning Strategies

Active engagement in communication
Perceptive and reflective
Perseverance 
Confidence
Good understanding of  language learning 
Interest in the target culture



Effective Teaching 

Effective learning:
Positive attitude towards LL
Motivation 
Confidence
Proper learning strategies



H.H. Stern(1997)
Good learners’ LL strategies

Active planning strategies
goals

sub-goals
stages to reach the sub-goals 
and the goals



Academic(explicit) 
Learning Strategies

Recognize language learning is at once 
cognitive and practical – study and practice
Understand language learning at two levels  

- forms and meaning
Compare and contrast between the first and   
the target language

- revise their understanding 
- acquire the knowledge and skill
- gain independence from the first

language 



Social Learning Strategy

Seek communicative contacts with the target 
language users or communities through 
writings, media, role play or immersion……
Use “communicative strategies” to interact 
with native language users and strive for 
communication with them in its imperfect 
second language
Actively involved as participants in language 
use



Affective Strategy

Cope effectively with the emotional and 
motivational problems

- language shock and stress
- Cultural shock and stress

Take a positive attitude and frame of 
mind in dealing with frustrations and 
difficulties
Persistence in their efforts



Findings

Language learning is a developmental 
process which cannot be fully controlled 
by feeding the language to the learner 
in slow incremental steps…(410)

H.H.Stern



In successful learners the different 
components of proficiency, formal and 
semantic knowledge, communicative 
capacity, and creativity, develop 
concurrently (410) . 

H.H.Stern



The Learning Process

practiceinput

knowledge

output

Input           knowledge         practice        skills        input



A Question to Ask 
Ourselves:

How can we help the students  
achieve a complete learning 
process?



The Teacher’s Role

CBDC
Create positive learning environment
Built up confidence
Develop their interest in the language and 

culture
Cultivate proper learning strategies


