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• Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) : 

F Statistics = treatment mean square/ error mean square
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• Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) : 

F Statistics = treatment mean square/ error mean square

F Statistics = block mean square/ error mean square
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Task-based ActivitiesTaskTask--based Activitiesbased Activities
From Theory to PracticeFrom Theory to Practice
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Three Points in Focus

1. Three main criteria for task-based
activities

2. Types of tasks 
3. Task-based Approach in my Research

• Why task-based approach?
• What are learners’ needs?
• Where to start?
• How  is it implemented?
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Three main criteria
for task-based activities

• Use of the target language
• A intrinsically motivated task with low 

affective filter, and a desire to excel
• Use of unique language features
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Possibilities of Taks 
for Speaking and Listening

Types of Tasks

1. Listing
– brainstorming
– fact-finding

• Outcome:
– Completed list or draft mind map.
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Types of tasks

2. Ordering and sorting
– categorising
– classifying
– sequencing
– ranking

• Outcome:
– Set of information ordered and sorted
according to specified criteria
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Types of tasks

3. Comparing
– matching
– finding similarities
– finding differences

• Outcome:

– Could be items appropriately matched or
assembled, or the identification of similarities
and/or differeneces.
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Types of tasks

4. Problem solving
– analysing real situations
– analysing hypothetical situations
– reasoning
– decision making

• Outcome:

– Solutions to the problem, which can then
be evaluated.
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Types of tasks

5. Sharing personal experiences
– exploring and explaining
– attitudes, opinions, reactions

• Outcome:
– Largely social.
– narrating
– describing
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Types of tasks

6. Creative Tasks
– ordering and sorting
– comparing
– problem solving and many others

• Outcome:
– End product which can be appreciated by a 

wider audience.
– brainstorming
– fact-finding
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Task-based Approach in my Research
why applying task-based approach

1. To put foreign language learning in context 
2. To push classroom boundary 
3. To promote L2 in use and self-engagement in 

learning activities (learning by doing)
4. To encourage communication in L2
5. To establish a community for collaborative 

learning
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What are Learners’ Needs?

• Need for the curriculum to meet students'
real world needs

• English for reading medical texts
• Current medical knowledge
• Electronic literacy
• Four skills 
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Where to start? 
• Getting to know who learners are and what are 

their shared interests
• Setting objectives, and designing tasks and 

outcomes
• Establishing a learning community in learners’

comfort zone: Webboard and Resources
• Training learners to use Internet tools
• Introducing topics for discussion 
• Providing them with access to retrieve data for 

discussion and online dictionary
• Presenting linguistic components for writing
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Online discussion

• Learning by doing
• Exposure to English for worldwide audience
• English in use
• English in authentic context
• English for communication
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How is Task-based approach implemented?
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From Theory to PracticeFrom Theory to Practice



Pornsiri Muangsamai, Ph.D.    
Kasetsart University

Three Points in Focus

1. Three main criteria for task-based
activities

2. Types of tasks 
3. Task-based Approach in my Research

• Why task-based approach?
• What are learners’ needs?
• Where to start?
• How  is it implemented?
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Long’s Interaction Hypothesis

• (Long, 1983),
– negotiating meaning when communication

breakdown occurs
• (Long, 1996),

– meaning negotiation serves to draw
learners’ attention to linguistic form
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A cognitive approach to tasks

• Skehan (1998): learners’ production: fluency, 
accuracy and complexity.

• Learners construct exemplar-based system 
(lexical items and ready-made chunks of L2---
for fluent language use) and a rule-based 
system (abstract representations of 
underlying patterns of L2 for creatively 
constructed utterances  precisely meaningful 
and sociolinguistically appropriate)
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Three main criteria
for task-based activities

• Use, not usage, of the target language
• A intrinsically motivated task with low 

affective filter, and a desire to excel
• Use of unique language features
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Possibilities of Tasks 
for Speaking and Listening

Types of Tasks

1. Listing
– brainstorming
– fact-finding

• Outcome:
– Completed list or draft mind map.
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Types of tasks

2. Ordering and sorting
– categorising
– classifying
– sequencing
– ranking

• Outcome:
– Set of information ordered and sorted
according to specified criteria



Pornsiri Muangsamai, Ph.D.    
Kasetsart University

Types of tasks

3. Comparing
– matching
– finding similarities
– finding differences

• Outcome:

– Could be items appropriately matched or
assembled, or the identification of similarities
and/or differeneces.
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Types of tasks

4. Problem solving
– analysing real situations
– analysing hypothetical situations
– reasoning
– decision making

• Outcome:

– Solutions to the problem, which can then
be evaluated.



Pornsiri Muangsamai, Ph.D.    
Kasetsart University

Types of tasks

5. Sharing personal experiences
– exploring and explaining
– attitudes, opinions, reactions

• Outcome:
– Largely social.
– narrating
– describing
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Types of tasks

6. Creative Tasks
– ordering and sorting
– comparing
– problem solving and many others

• Outcome:
– End product which can be appreciated by a 

wider audience.
– brainstorming
– fact-finding
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Task-based Approach in my Research
why applying task-based approach

1. To put foreign language learning in context 
2. To push classroom boundary 
3. To promote L2 in use and self-engagement in 

learning activities (learning by doing)
4. To encourage communication in L2
5. To establish a community for collaborative 

learning
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What are Learners’ Needs?

• Need for the curriculum to meet students'
real world needs

• English for reading medical texts
• Current medical knowledge
• Electronic literacy
• Four skills 
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Where to start? 
• Getting to know who learners are and what are 

their shared interests
• Setting objectives, and designing tasks and 

outcomes
• Establishing a learning community in learners’

comfort zone: Webboard and Resources
• Training learners to use Internet tools
• Introducing topics for discussion 
• Providing them with access to retrieve data for 

discussion and online dictionary
• Presenting linguistic components for writing
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Online discussion

• Learning by doing
• Exposure to English for worldwide audience
• English in use
• English in authentic context
• English for communication
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Examples of messages
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Venue of Opinions expressed in 
English

Discussant’s message 1

• Pia stated, “If I am a doctor that do the mistake in case 
1, I will not tell the child’s parents because the 
information tells me that the over dosage of vaccine does 
not have the effects. Although I don’t tell the truth, I 
will memorize this mistake and improve myself to have 
more carefulness and do the best for patients. If the 
child’s parents ask me about the mistake , I will accept 
my mistake and do anything that they want but I will only 
do anything that I can do.”
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• “After I had read the different opinions of my friends about
this case, I found that we almost think in the same way. We
will tell the parents about the truth because the life of the
patient is the most important thing. Someone says that they
may not tell the parents about it. But I think it isn’t correct
to do this. I think that if they find it later, what will they
think. I don’t care much about myself. But I care about what
they will think to all of the doctors. The doctors and the
patients should believe in each other. I know that the double
immunization may not affect the children’s body but it may
affect the heart of the parents forever if we don’t tell
them,” John said.

Discussant’s message 2
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“I never discussed such ethical issues before. They taught me to
think seriously about what to do in those difficult situations,” said
Chandy.

Pitchy reflected, “I become open-minded, learning to listen to
others’ opinions.”

Pachie restated, “I got a lot of knowledge on Nanomedicine from
friends. That led me to a new view of the world, the one that has
been developing at the nano-scale. Really amazing!”

Discussants’ opinions

“This is the floor for opinion exchange in English that my friends 
and I couldn’t find elsewhere.  I enjoy expressing my opinions 
and knowing what my friends think about the topic,” said Vee.
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How is Task-based approach implemented?
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