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language is thus everywhere
imbricated with asymmetries of power
Stam, 1989:8
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[...] we didn't understand why the hell they were making so much fun of us general sir since we
were just as normal as the day our mothers bore us and on the other hand they were decked out
like the jack of clubs in all that heat, which they made feminine the way Dutch smugglers do, and
they wore their hair iike women even though they were all men and they shouted that they didn’t
understand us in Christian tongue when they were the ones who couldn't understand what we were
shouting [...] (Garcia Marguez, 1978:35).
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[...] | haven't been the director of my destiny the way | was before, because | went into the house
of a bitch with her mother’'s permissicn and not the way he had gone into the cool and quiet ranch
house of Francisca Linero in Vereda de los Santos Higuerones when it was still he in person and
not Patricio Aragonés who showed the visible face of power, he had gone in without even touching
the door knocker in accordance with the pleasure of his will to the rhythm of the tolling of sleven
o'clock on the grandfather clock and | heard the metal of the gold spur from the courtyard terrace
and knew that those pile-driver steps with all that authority on the brick floor could not belong to
anyone else but him, | sensed him in the flesh before | saw him appear in the doorway of the inner
terrace where the curlew was singing out eleven o'clock among the gold geraniums [...] {(Garcfa
Marquez, 1978:76)
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Caontrary to what his clothing showed, the descriptions made by his historians made him very big
and official schoolboy texts referred to him as a patriarch of huge size who never left his house
because he could not fit through the doors, who loved children and swallows, who knew the
language of certain animals, who had the virtue of being able to anticipate the designs of nature,
who could guess a person's thoughts by one look in the eyes, and who had the secret of a salt
with the virtue of curing lepers’ sores and making cripples walk (Garcla Marquez, 1978:39).
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The novel orchestrates all its themes, the totality of the world of objects and ideas depicted and
expressed in it, by means of the social diversity of speech types and by the differing individual
voices that flourish under such conditions. Authorial speech, the speeches of narrators, inserted
genres, the speech of characters are merely those fundamental compositional unities with whose
help heteroglossia can enter the novel; each of them permits a multiplicity of soclal voices and a
wide variety of their links and interrelationships (always more or less dialogized).
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totalitarian rule is the demand for unfimited controf
over the world and hence social life
Buchheim, 1868:21
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[...] he went shrieking along the corridors, sloshing through the cow flops in the darkness,
wondering in confusion what was going on in the world because it's going on eight and everybady’s
asleep in this house of scoundrels, get up, you bastards, he shouted, the lights went on, they
played reveille at three o'clock, it was repeated at the harbour fort, the San Jer6nimo garmison, in
barracks all over the country, and there was the noise of startied arms, of roses that opened when
there were still two hours left until dew time [...] {Garcia Marquez, 1978:55),
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commander of time, and repository of fight' (Garcla Mérquez, 1978:55) Wiassmimaarsotasuaan iilinly
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mnRaTumaEeine g IAadunufiladainisld Sndae namitafuansliusniduiifonanfivomudoms
WRITHAWIBAY TIMTA (Manuela  Sénchez) %@amdﬂunﬁaﬁmmmmuﬁmmmao\ﬁm fhodsamsiies
ﬁnﬁﬂlwaamimufﬁﬂﬁ’ saumdanyidusursarigunnuneldidndiauaingny Yinmaesasigun
s ndasia et Yruwsensoieliuifuse s igiu Sidminglildinsesfisedaims
iwowiidvan

[...] there were uncountable clocks from every period, there was every type of phonograph from
primitive ones with cylinders to those with a mirror diaphragm, there were all sorts of sewing
machines with cranks, pedals, motors, whole bedrooms full of galvanometers, homeopathic
pharmaceuticals, music boxes, optical ilflusion instruments, showcases of dried butterflies, Asiatic
herbariums, laboratories for physiotherapy and physical education, machines for astronomy,
orthopaedics and natural sciences, and a whole world of dolls with hidden mechanisms for human
traits [...] (Garcia Marquez, 1978:63).
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[...] there was another identical body with the hand on the heart painted in profile on the shest, and
he saw that the painted body had no plague wrinkles or ravages of old age but that it was firm and
tight as if painted in oil on both sides of the shroud and it gave off a natural fragrance of young
flowers that purified the hospital atmosphere of the bedroom and try as they might by rubbing with
nitrate rock and boiling it in lye they could not erase it from the sheet because it was integrated

front and back into the very material of the linen, and it was eternal linen [...] (Garcla Marquez,
1978:105)
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[...] the bedy printed on the linen was not an act of Divine Providence to give us one more proof of .
His infinite mercy, not that or anything like it, your excellency, it was the work of a painter who was
very skilled in the good and evil arls and who had abused your excellency's greatness of heart,
because that wasn't oil paint it was house paint of the cheapest Kind, for painting window frames,
your exceltency, beneath the smeil of the natural resins that had dissolved in the paint the bastard
dew of turpentine still remained, plaster crusts remained, a persistent dampness remained that was
not the sweat of the last shudder of death as they had made him bslieve but the fake dampness of
linen soaked in linseed oil and kept in dark places [...] (Garcla Marquez, 1978:111)

v - o vd & o v . LI B o . . - .
aﬂ’lﬂinﬂ’m 'i!ﬂ’JiHﬂﬂnq‘i,l”L'ﬁﬂﬂa'ﬂﬂ1Llﬂu'\]1nn7\,1’l[ﬂnunﬂ'}1 WmLlﬁ1u1ﬂﬂnﬂ14ﬂ%aﬂ{]laﬁﬂ‘lﬂm'}ﬂdﬂﬂ’n

' wﬂama'ln nnmuauﬂaanfhm'lv\mtmmmmwmnumumonau nTiﬂTﬂuT'EltwLmumvtﬂmmmuﬁumua.

namﬁummmsmmmwammummmmmmmuu umnu}umsm'[nunumnmnuannwmmuﬁanmu
Freuwdiants uananits ifidszmaliinsamesadwinggleshitdledsemaraarezdmali
Wisenuuewneszniadsinaanduneiuasnhudanannu AN U UNTHANAUII IR
'lﬁtﬂuﬁ'nqtyuamlﬁ'tﬁuﬁwauwmé’mmua:’lﬁﬂéﬂﬁmaoaaumﬁam's'lumsﬁm:ﬁwuﬂﬁlwhoq LiiduTy
maladnrowluSumumaudisdiurn nsudnauldursaraumduinygildusndnsnmaweousi
mwﬁ'nun‘imammaa'lﬁ'g}mtnsww Fadmusausilunsadradium (mythification) mmg’ﬁﬁﬁwmaﬁﬁmmt
wahudsaiinig tﬁamﬁuLtnzaﬁumr:un'wﬁwﬂ‘l‘i'"ﬁaihmwamu
Frpthimnuuwadafinaiaridtonuafionindein liteniudassssmaimuaimussns
a0 UE U AR S BIN LK AATDIS UMY BxiTUAY (Hannah Arendt) AFanrueundIMY
foudnehidud it Auenniiueie mnuvialmﬁaﬂﬂuﬁa'lmjnﬁa'lﬁ'n‘f'lﬁ'uaﬂunﬂmfﬂamu mMIRItY
m’xm'n'lnnumwvmwﬂﬂun'ﬁmmun’mmﬂmmwagn nws’[ﬂﬂﬂummamatﬂmzuu warmTiiiown
UreSamaaiaunlng naade mysiennusddriidsnmmemarinld W3asudy vasTTUsLIHAINIIHN
Wanusouzantiu anusde Taoldig (mwumu Canovan, 2004) msenannuedinalaansigineld
?uaummm‘muuﬂwzmau'lﬂuum'mmtauﬂnwmmwuma aamnmmﬂmnsanrmnhna.uanﬂnu

mwmamangnmnnmuurytywumma

[the patriarch] discovered in the course of his uncountable years that a lie is more comfortable than
doubt, more useful than love, more lasting than truth (Garcla Mérquez, 1978:205)
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In an ever-changing, incomprehensible world the masses had reached the point where they would,
at the same time, believe anything and nothing, thinking that everything was possible and nothing
was true. [...) Mass propaganda discovered that its audience was ready at all imes fo believe ihe
worst, no matter how absurd, and did not particularly object to being deceived because it held
every statement to be a lie anyhow. The totalitarian mass leaders based their propaganda on the
correct psychological assumption that, under such conditions, one could make people believe the
most fantastic statements one day, and trust that if the next day they were given irrefutable proof of
their falsehood, they would take refuge in cynicism; instead of deserting the leaders who had lied to
them, they would protest that they had known all along that the statement was a lie and would
admire the leaders for their superior tactical cleverness {Arendt, 1958:382).
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[-..] it came to pass that he touched our heads as he went by, one by one, he touched each one of
us on the place of our defecis with a smooth and wise hand that was the hand of truth, and the
instant he touthed us we recovered the health of our bodies and the repose of our souls and we
recovered the strength and will to live, and we saw the blind men dazzled by the glow of the roses,
we saw the cripples jumping on the stairways and we saw this my own skin of a newborn child
which | go about exhibiting in carnivals all over the world so that everyone will know about the
miracie and this fragrance of premature lilies from the scars of my sores which | go spreading over
the face of the earth for the derision of the unfalthful and as a lesson for libertines, they shouted it
in cities and on byways, at dances and parades, trying to infuse in the crowds the terror of the
miracle, but nobody thought it was true, we thought it was just one more of the many aulic
messages they sent to villages with an entourage of old quacks to try to convince us of the last
thing we needed to believe that he had given skin back to lepers, sight to the blind, agility to
cripples, we thought that it was the last resort of the régime to call attention to an improbable

president whose personal guard was reduced to & patrol of recruits {...] (Garcla Marquez,
1978:191)
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[...] the only thing that gave us security on earth was the certainty that he was there, invuinerable
to plague and hurricane, invulnerable to Manuela Sénchez’s trick, invulnerable to time, dedicated to
the messianic happiness of thirking for us, knowing that we knew that he would not take any
decision for us that did not have our measure, for he had not survived everything because of his
inconceivable courage or his infinite prudence but because he was the only one among us who
knew the real size of our destiny [...] (Garcia Marquez, 1978:81-82).
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no punishment more humiliating or less deserved
for a man than betrayal by his own body
Garcia Marquez, 1978:198

the novel is the great book of life,
because it celebrates the grotesque body of the world
Holquist, 1920:90
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[...] the grotesque represents meanings in which the sinister is acknowledged, made ludicrous, and
yet is never destroyed. {...] Invariably, the grotesque structure also implies a failure of conventional
systems to provide rational solutions for human interaction (Barasch, 1985:6).
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It has frequently been observed that terror can rule absolutely only over men who are isolated
against each other and that, therefore, one of the primary concerns of all tyrannical government is
to bring this isolation about. Isoiation may be the beginning of terror; it certainly is its most fertile
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ground; it always is its result. This isolation is, as it were, pretotaiitarian; its hallmark is impotence
insofar as power always comes from men acting together, ‘acting in concert’ (Burke); isolated men
are powerless by definition (Arendt, 1958:474).
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[...] twelve o'clock finished chiming, and then the curtains parted and the distinguished Major
General Rodrigo de Aguilar entered on a silver tray stretched out full length on a garmish of
caulifiower and laurel leaves, steeped with spices, oven brown, embellished with the uniform of five
golden almonds for solemn occasions and the limitless loops for valour. on the sleeve of his right
arm, fourteen pounds of medals on his chest and a sprig of parsley in his mouth, ready to be
served at a banquet of comrades by the official carvers to the petrified horror of tha guests as
without breathing we witness the exquisite ceremony of carving and serving, and when every plate
held an equal portion of minister of defence stuffed with pine nuts and aromatic herbs, he gave the
order to begin, eat hearty genflemen {Garcia Marquez, 1978:98).
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[...] the frightful Wednesday of my misfortune when he took the tremendous decision of nec more,
God damn it, if it had to be let it be soon, he decided, and it was like an explosive order that he
had not finished pulting together when two of his aides burst into his office with the terrible news
that Leticia Nazareno and the child had been torn to pieces and eaten by the stray dogs at the
public market, they ate them alive general sir [...] (Garcla Marquez, 1978:152).
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[...] these two are the ones who are alive and in jail awaiting your final and unappealable decision
general sir, the brothers Mauricio and Gumaro Ponce de Ledn, twenty-eight and twenty-three years
old, the first an unemployed army deserter with no fixed domicile and the second a ceramics
teacher in the school of arts and crafts, and to whom the dogs gave such signs of familiarity and

excitement that it alone would have been sufficlent proof of guilt general sir [...] (Garcla Marquez,
1978:157).
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long as the police execute this will of the leadership, they are acting within the law; if the will of the leadership is
transgressed, then not the police, but a member of the police, has committed a viotation.’
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[the dictator waited] for four o'clock to listen to the radio and the daily episode of the soap opera
with its sterile loves on the local station, he would listen to it in the hammock with his pitcher of fruit
juice untouched in his hand, he would remain floating in the emptiness of suspense his eyes moist
with tears over the anxiety to know whether that girl who was so young was going to die or not and
Saenz de la Barra would ascertain yes, general, the girl is going to die, then she’s not die, God
damn it, he ordered, she's going to keep on living to the end and get marned and have children
and get old like everybody else, and Saenz de Ja Barra had the script changed to please him with
the illusion that he was giving the orders, so no one died again by his orders, engaged couples
who didn't love each other got married, people buried in previous episodes were resuscitated [...]
(Garcia Marquez, 1978:184).
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[...] he would leave after the last love, hang the runaway lamp by the door of his old bachelor's
bedroom, fasten the three bars, the three locks, the three bolts, drop face down on to the fioor,
alone and with his clothes on, as he had done every night before you, as he did without you until
the last night of his dreams of a solitary drowned man [...] (Garcia Marquez, 1978:1453),

[...] earlier than ever he drew the three bars of his sleeping dungeon, threw the three bolts, the
three locks, he lay face down on the bare bricks with his rough denim uniform without insignia, the
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boots, the gold spur, and the right arm bent under his head to serve as a pillow I...] (Garcia
Marquez, 1978:165).
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[...] he had acquired the huge size of a drowned man and he had opened his shirt to show me the
tight and lucid body of a dry-land drowned man in whose cracks and crannies parasites from the
reefs at the bottom of the sea were proliferating, he had a ship remora on his back, polyps and
microscopic crustaceans in his armpits (Garcia Marquez, 1978:196)
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In the final analysis it becomes a problem of information which isolates both the powerful and the
famous from the fleeting and changeable reality of the world. Fame and power raise the big
question, ‘Whom do you trust?. Taken to its bewildering conclusion this must lead to the ultimate
question, ‘Who the hell am 17" Recognition of the risk, which | wouldn’t have understood if | had not
been a famous writer, helped me enormously to create a Patriarch who is no longer sure of
anything, perhaps not even his own name. In this game of to and fro, give and take, it is impossible
for an author not to have some sympathy for his character, however despicable he may seem —
even if it's only out of compassion (Mendoza, 1988:90).
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Solitude can becoma loneliness; this happens
when all by myself [ am deserted by my own seff,
Hannah Arendt, 1958:476
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[-..] one doesn't live, God damn it, he lives through, he survives, one learns too late that even the
broadest and most useful of lives only reach the point of learning how to live, he had learned of his
incapacity for love in the enigma of the palm of his mute hands and in the invisible code of the
cards and he tried to compensate for that infamous fate with the burning cultivation of the solitary
vice of power, he had made himself victim of his own sect to be immolated on the flames of that
infinite holocaust [.. ]
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