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Title  Form Slave labour to lllegal Migrant Workers : Transnational People in State,
State in Transnational People

Author Adisorn Kerdmongkol

Abstract

Thai society today contains transnational people form our 3 neighborhoods, Burma, Lao
and Cambodia, which entered to be, were become and were forced to be transnational
labor up to almost two millions. This also indicates that Thailand has a large number of

these lower class illegal transnational immigrants mixing in the society.

Interestedness of the immigration, especially from Burma, is the characteristics of “Cross
Border” for both Burma and Thai’s. Burmese and minorities were forced to emigrate
continually because the government’s policy was provided to extremely strictly manage
and control the “States” of these minorities in various means. It even managed their daily
life like conscripting the labor to serve Burmese Forces. Therefore, these enforced the

emigration unavoidable.

Labor Status is not only a consequence of a lot of immigrants, but Being lllegal Labor
also follows inevitably. Thai society bias against transnational labor and the government
management concept, based mainly on National Stability, did not give an importance on
Transnational Labor Protection. As a result, many opportunities were opened for various

forms of Human Right Violation.

In the past, one thing happened recurrently is that the society was filled with fear. We
were frightened by each other. We, Thais, were frightened by Burmese Labors on that
they would hurt us and harm people around us. At the same time, we also frightened
Burmese on that we would lead the police to arrest them, the government officers would
injure them and they would be sent back to face an unsafely condition in their country.
These kinds of fear are not innate, created naturally and automatically, but they were

developed according to a variety of government patterns as well as multiple media
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forms acknowledging. These created negative attitude toward another party. In the
meantime, the society emphasize on all these again and again until they become
normality, familiarity, and then naturalness of some groups of people. Most of all they

became justness for several types of violent behavior.

If we very carefully analyze the Violence occurred among these transnational labors, we
can find many procedures providing justness for some particular Thai persons, Groups
or Departments, which the government indirectly maintained the justness of violent
behaviors behind the scene. Many occurrences experienced by the transnational
people were turned to be essential parts forcing them not to speak out or say as they
have their right, voice and dignity of human being equaled to the other normal ones.
Even though, they tried to say something, their voice were ignored to listen to indeed.
These situations, as an important role, have been forcing Burmese Transnational Labors
to be At-Border-Persons living in the Thai society.

Areas for Field Study or Main Sources for Study

There are mainly 5 areas of Burmese Transnational Labors residence.

-Bangkok

- Samut Sakorn
- Ranong

- Tak

- Phang-nga

Concepts, Frame of Thought or Theory Issues or Findings, Recommendation or Main

Discussion of your Article

When we talk about transnational labor, the words always shown up with this are lllegal
Labor, lllegal Immigrants and Drug Sellers. If the series of questions are seriously set,
we can find these words under the speech “Nationalism,” created in the coronial era. It
was connected to Thais and Thai Government and implemented not only in the control

area for the particular groups of people, but for everyone considered transnational labor
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living wherever in the Land. Burmese labors are granted as dangerous persons, which
can be proved and seen on National Speech — Nation State was taken to destroy and
ware away citizenship having theirs right and voice dramatically, Nation State was
entered with the History of Self-Creation distinguishing from the others for all living in the
Land. These make some groups of people in the Land to be the other of the Land

deliberately and intentionally.

Keywords

Building Violence through Being Another for Transnational Labor through Technical

Authority of “Being Nation State”
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Title Local people, are they the archaeological site destroyers?
Author Anusorn Amphansri, Lalita Yawangsan
Abstract

The significance aspects of the Tham Lod village in Pang Mapha district of Mae
Hong Son province are the cave, the surrounding environment, the traces of evidence
for settlement, and the evidence pertaining to the ritual and belief systems of the ancient
inhabitants. The second phase of the Highland Archaeology Project in the Pang Mapha
district of Mae Hong Son, which aims to research the prehistory and history of the area,
has recently attempted to involve locals in preserving and managing the archaeological
sites. Unfortunately, it's been found that most locals lack the desired interest in the sites.

Part of the problem may lie in the attitudes of the locals. The locals lack interest
in taking care of archaeological sites and artifacts because this is seen simply as a
responsibility of the government. In the case of the Coffin Cave site and the Tham Lod
rockshelter site, belief that archaeology is a duty of the public sector as well as belief in
spirits has in combination underlay the lack of involvement by locals. This paper
attempts to investigate the factors that determine the attitudes of the locals of the Tham
Lod village in order to find ways to sustainably involve locals in the management of the

archaeological sites

The Area under Study
This study, located in the Tham Lod village of the Tham Lod subdistrict of the
Pang Mapha district of Mae Hong Son province, makes use primarily of interviewing and

document research.

Conceptual Framework

The legitimization over resources on the Thai state’s land through legislation,
acts and the state’s constructed myth have the same objective. That is to separate or
alienate resources from the local villagers. Therefore, the community’s participation in

archeological management is missing.

Keywords Tham Lod, archaeological site, rights, cultural resource management
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Title Negotiating Borderlines: Everyday Practices of Ethnic People in a Thai
Border Community

Author Atchara Rakyutidharm (et al.)

Abstract

This article will be written from the research conducted in one year. It utilized the
historical and ethnographical approaches, emphasizing on oral history of local people in
a frontier village where has had various ethnic people such as Tai, Karenni, Karen,
Khon-Muang (northern Thai), Tai-lue, Wa, etc. This research aimed to explore the
dynamic relationships of various ethnic people and their conditions, especially in the
context of border-crossing.

As the frontier community, this village has been gazed by the state, especially, since the
construction of modern nation-state. The state's power imposition to the borderline has
been influenced to the relationships among people in the frontier community. However,
the power of the state has been negotiated, whereas the border has been reinterpreted
and reconstructed by the local people in order to change the power relations and make

their dignified living.
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Title Monitoring The Government’s Policies with Concern : Opinions of Muslim
in the Southern Border Provinces about Public Policies

Author Abdulroya Panaemalae
Abstract

Based on my experience as a Muslim in southern Thailand | have observed that
government programs that have been implemented in the area have often produced
negative effects on the lives of Muslim people. At the same time, these programs have in
some cases led to conflicts and violence between the Muslim community and the central
government.

Consequently, the monitoring and evaluation of government activities,
particularly government public policy, is necessary and important. Very few people are
aware of the negative effects of public policy formulated in a top-down manner on the
lives of the common people. It is crucial for the general public to take an active role even
before public policy is formulated. It is most desirable to have true public participation in
the process of public policy formulation as well as the evaluation and monitoring of
public policy.

Based on my current research it is very clear that almost all government public
policy is of a top-down nature. There is no public policy process, be it in participation on
socio-economic, socio-culture public policy. It is, therefore, little wonder that the conflict
and violence have intensified.

Despite numerous attempts to tackle the problem it should be realized that
monitoring government public policy is important in strengthening the people’s
organization. This is also important because without strong people’s organization at the
local level, the monitoring and evaluation process would not be effective in practice.

| propose, therefore, that a program be set up to help promote the concept of

people’s participation in the public policy formulation process. In this way the people will
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be able to understand and appreciate that the term “public” really means the people,

and not the government.

Concept

Because the Thai Muslim peoples in the Muslim majority provinces of Narathiwat,
Pattani and Yala hold to their religion strictly, it is difficult for them to accept anything that
does not conform to their beliefs. As a corollary, conflicts may occur if government
policies do not match with the religion they hold. As a result, they will be reluctant to

whole-heartedly cooperate with the government policies.

Keywords
Thai Malay-Muslim people Three Southern Border Provinces
Malay-Islam culture  Islam Religion

Public policy conflict concern
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2. “Memahami Pendidikan Pondok di Selatan Thailand : Beberapa
Catatan Tentang Falsafah Pendidikan Islam” (Understanding Pondok in
Southern Thailand : Some Notes on Islamic Philosophy of Education)

A working paper presented on International Workshop “Voices of Islam
in Europe and Southeast Asia” on 20-22 January 2006 at
Nakhonsithammarat Thailand oraganized by Walailak University and

Copenhagen University

3. “Sumbangan Penulis Muda Terhadap Persuratan Melayu’ (The

contribution of Young Writers to The Malay Writing)
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A working paper will be present on 3¢ Collogium of Malay Civilization
will be held on 23-24 August 2005 in Kota Bharu, Kelantan, Malaysia

organized by Dewab Bahasa dan Pustaka Wilayah Timur.

4. “Penulis Muda : Niat, lltizam dan Intelektualisme”(Young Writers :
Intention, Commitment and Intelectualism)

Proceeding National Young Writers Assembly on 3-6 June 2005 at
Pontian, Johore Baharu, Malaysia organized by PENA (National Writer

Association) and Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka

5. “Meniliti Kemungkinan-kemungkinan Penerapan Teori Takmilah dalam
Sajak-sajak Melayu Patani”

A working paper presented in 2" Regional Seminar on Theory and
Criticism of Malay Literary held on 22-24 March 2005 at Dewan Bahasa

dan Pustaka, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

6. “Sastera Sebagai Wacana Nasionalisme : Satu Perbincangan
Tentang sajak-sajak Melayu Patani” (Literary as Nationalism Discourse :
An Analysis on Malay Poems of Patani)

Proceeding 8" International Seminar on Malay Literature held on 6-8

July 2004 and organized by National University of Malaysia.

7. “Emosi Budayawan Melayu”(The Emotion of Malay Cultural Activists)
An essay published in Jendela Timur, 2004
This journal is published by Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka Wilayah Timur,

Kota Bharu, Kelantan, Malaysia.

8. “Citra Kepimpinan Melayu dalam Cerpen Terpilih Malaysia dan
Thailand (1970-1985) : Satu Analisis Perbandingan”
(Image of Malay Leadership in Malaysia and Thai Short-stories Selected :

A Comparative Analysis”
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Proceeding Second International Conference on Malay Civilisation that
held on 26-28 February 2004, organized by Universiti Pendidikan Sultan
Idris and International Institute For Asian Studies (IIAS), The

Netherlands.
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Title Archaeological Site, National Identity And
Competition over Space among Ethnic Groups

Author Udomluck Hoontrakul

Abstract

| had the inspiration to write this article when | had an opportunity to do the
Ethnoarchaeological Study of Highland Tribes Project in Pang Mapha District, Mae Hong
Son province beginning in 2003. | discovered that the formation of Thai nationality has
had the influence on the redefinition of ethnic identity. It seemed as though in the
contemporary world, modern states have increasingly attempted to build power over
territories and population through the development of national identity. History is one tool
which the Thai state has used for ‘Thaiification’. In addition to using historiography, the
Thai state has worded to represent archaeological sites as national symbols for
domestic and international tourism.

However, from my fieldwork | found that archaeological sites represent not only
the territorialization of the state power, but also the expression of ethnicity over social
space. Thus, this article has the aim to present archaeological sites in light of

competition over the land use and ownership of resources.

Keywords ethnic group, ethnic identity, nationality, competition over space,

archaeological site, Pang Mapha district

Area study Pang Mapha district, Mae Hong Son Province
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