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She (Shimamoto) opened the door and went out. Five minutes later, I went
up to the stair on the street. I was worried she’d had trouble flagging down a Eap. h
was still mining. And Shimamoto was nowhere to be seen. The street was deserted.
The headlights of passing cars blurred the wet pavement.

Maybe I had an illusion, I thought. 1 stood there a long time, gazing ai the
rainswept street. Once again | was a twelve-year-old boy staring for hours at the
rain. Look at the rain long enough, with no thoughts in your head, and you
gradually feel your body falling loose, shaking free of the world of reality. Rain
has the power to hypnotize (Murakami, 1998:97-98).
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Because memory and sensations are so uncertain, so biased, we always
rely on a certain reality — call it an alternate reality — to prove the reality of events.
To what extent facts we recognize as such really are as they seem, and to what
extent these are facts merely because we label them as such, is an impossible
distinction to draw. Therefore, in order to pin down reality as reality, we need
another reality to relativize the first. Yet that other reality requires a third reality to
serve as its grounding. An endless chain is created within our consciousness, and it
is the very maintenance of this chain that produces the sensation that we are
actually here, that we ourselves exist. But something can happen to sever that
chain, and we are at a loss, What is real? Is really on this side of the break in the

chain? Or over there, on the other side? {Murakami, 1998:200-201).
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I stay where I am, in bed. My eyes open just a slit, and I don’t move a
muscle. For all I know she might come back, 1 think I want her to, I realize. But no
matter how long I wait she doesn’t return. [...] 1 get out of bed, walk over to the

. chair she was sitting on, and touch it. It’s not warm at all. I check out the desktop,
in hopes of finding something — a single hair, perbaps? — she left behind. But
there’s nothing. 1 sit down on the chair, [...] and breathe a deep sigh.

I close the curtains and crawl back under the éovers, but there’s no way !
can go back to sleep now. My head’s too full of that enigmatic girl. A strange,
terrific force unlike anything I've ever experience is sprouting in my heart, taking
root there, growing. Shut up behind my rib cage, my warm heart expands and
contracts independent of my will — over and over.

[...J I can’t read, can't listen to music. I can’t do anything but just sit
there, waiting for morning to come. As the sky begins to lighten 1 finally sleep a
bit. When I wake up, my pillow’s cold and damp with tears. But tears for whar? 1
have no idea (Murakami, 2005:229-230).
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I try to feel what she felt then and get closer to her viewpoint. It isn’t easy.
I'm the one who was abandoned, after all, she’s the one who did the abandoning.
But after a while I take leave of myself. My soul sloughs off the stiff clothes of the
self and turns into a black crow and sits there on a branch high up in a pine tree in
the garden, gazing down at the four-year-old boy on the porch.

1 turn into a theorizing black crow. (Murakami, 2005:417-418)
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