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Abstract

This research on “The Transfer of Japanese Culture and its Implications on
Social and Cultural Changes in Thailand: A Case Study of Instruction of the Japanese
Language in Southern High Schools” aimed to 1) study the process of the transfer of
Japanese culture through instruction of the Japanese language in Southern high
schools 2) to study social and cultural changes in Thailand as a result of such a transfer,
and 3) to offer suggestions concerning policies to involved organizations. The
hypotheses of this research were that the instruction of the Japanese language in high
schools was a form of the transfer of Japanese culture to Thailand and that it might bring
about a change in young Thai people’s attitude towards Japan which would affect the
image of Japan in Thai society and might, in turn, result in future status of Japan in the
world community.

The information and data for this research were acquired from documents,
questionaires 8 teachers at eight Southern high schools and interviews of 116 students.
It was found that the instruction of the Japanese language in high schools was a form of
the transfer of Japanese culture. Students, policies in teaching the Japanese language,
instructors, and media were principal factors of the cultural transfer. When students
were taught the Japanese language and exposed to the culture, they formed a positive
attitude toward Japan and changed their behaviors both intentionally and
unintentionally. The behaviors which benefit both themselves and society at large
should receive supports while those behaviors which would harm Thai identity must be

kept under a close watch and promptly corrected.
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Executive Summary

This research on “The Transfer of Japanese Culture and its Implications on
Social and Cultural Changes in Thailand: A Case Study of Instruction of the Japanese
Language in Southern High Schools” aimed to 1) study the process of the transfer of
Japanese culture through instruction of the Japanese language in Southern high
schools 2) to study social and cultural changes in Thailand as a result of such a transfer,
and 3) to offer suggestions concerning policies to involved organizations. The
hypotheses of this research were that the instruction of the Japanese language in high
schools was a form of the transfer of Japanese culture to Thailand and that it might bring
about a change in young Thai people’s attitude towards Japan which would affect the
image of Japan in Thai society and might, in turn, result in future status of Japan in the
world community.

The information and data for this research were acquired from documents,
questionaires 8 teachers at eight Southern high schools and interviews of 116 students.
It was found that the instruction of the Japanese language in high schools was a form of
the transfer of Japanese culture. Students, policies in teaching the Japanese language,

instructors, and media were principal factors of the cultural transfer. When students
were taught the Japanese language and exposed to the culture, they formed a positive
attitude toward Japan and changed their behaviors both intentionally and unintentionally.
The behaviors which benefit both themselves and society at large should receive
supports while those behaviors which would harm Thai identity must be kept under a
close watch and promptly corrected.

Remarks and suggestions for related organization are Thailand should specify
the goal of relationship between Thailand and Japan concerning social and cultural,
economic and political aspects. And social and cultural factors in particular, because
they are too abstract. It will take time to cultivate Thai conscience among the Thai, so
that they especially the young will not be too easily influenced by foreign culture and

capable to choose what is useful for them and society. Regarding economics and



politics, Thailand can set the rules and regulations for importing products in order to limit
the over consumption of those that could have negative effects on Thai society and
culture. Because of this, it will be very interesting to study the relationship between

Japanese culture and young Thais’ consumption behavior.
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