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Abstract

Following the National Food Committee Act B.C. 2551, the National Food Commission shall
take charge as the policy and strategy maker. The policies and strategies shall be proposed to the
Cabinet accordance within four food aspects including quality, safety, security and education. The
Commission shall offer opinions and make recommendation to related authorities in order to diminish
problems in those aspects. This project had been collected and reviewed the information, situation,
problem and obstruction related in food supply chain. In addition, the fundamental framework for the
National Food Commission has been proposed as well as the strategies, approach and problem solving
measures in each aspect which acquired from the brainstorming of the expertise, government and
private sectors and advisory team. Moreover, this project evaluated correspondence between financial
plan and the food safety strategies in the food and drug administration (FDA). Lastly, two textbooks
were published; the “Regulation of CCFICS” and “Principle and concept of CCFICS” and were
distributed to interested government and private sectors.

The situations of unsafe foods in Thailand are food poisoning and microbial and chemical
contaminations which the international trade have been used as the trade barrier and terrorism. These
situations come from gaps in laws and inadequate speed of response. The food control system is not
integrated manner resulting in lack of collaboration among responsible authorities and governmental
and private sectors. In addition, no organization is in charge for risk assessment. No organization and
adequate plan is to cope with emergency food crisis as well.

There are several factors affecting the food security aspect as following; the shift out of
agricultural land to cultivate energy crops, the diminishment of agricultural areas, the depletion of crop
species, the single crop cultivation, the outbreak in food resources, the effect of international agreement
(free trade agreement (FTA) etc.), the natural disasters, the monopoly by big capitalists. In addition,
the food security also affects the ability and the right to assesses foods of local residents.

Moreover, in the status of food quality, it is found that Thai people have problems on over-
nourishment and malnourishment. However, the incidence of excess consumption has been increasing

in Thais with the same as observing in the world populations. The causes that make the
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measures for solving nutrition problem are unsuccessful due to lack of coordinated and integrated
manner of authorities in order to meet the demand either increasing agricultural productivity or
producing quality and nutrient foods with the purpose of Thailand , a world’s food producing
resources.

Part of problems comes from food education aspect. The consumers are lack of necessary
knowledge concerning consumption of quality and safe foods. This also includes the farmers and
manufactures have inadequate knowledge of good production system, for example; GAP, GMP, GHP
and HACCP. The insufficient experience in surveillance of advertising results in public exposure
without official’ preview. The consumer will get the wrong information or insufficient information to
make a choice of consumption. Additionally, the data from food researches have overlapping and
scattering in responsible authorities, and the database is not systematic organization.

For the brainstorming meeting of all food sectors including government and private, the
meeting had proposed the National Food Commission, responsible to manage the nation’ food supply
chain to appoint subcommittee for each food aspects; safety, security, quality and education. The
subcommittee should establish the policies and strategies covering the whole food supply chain which
are concerning about coordinated and integrated manner of all parties involved. The subcommittee
should establish emergency plan and alert system for coping with food crisis. Another duty is to
monitor, review and gather the problem and obstruction from the implementation conditions and
submit them to the National Food Commission.

Besides, the meeting proposed the strategies and problem solving approach according
to four aspects. For food safety, law should be reviewed and amended in order to guarantee the safety
in the whole food supply chain. The integration in the food monitoring, food control and traceability
system will strengthen the ‘safety’ as well as correspond to the international system. The development
of analysis to support the need, rapid and response with adequate speed and international
standardization should be considered. Moreover, the development of ability of food producing sector
should be taken into account. The competency authority should be developed and coordinated among
the authorities involved in food safety system along with the whole food supply chain. The
organization and system should be established to cope with food crisis situation. The risk assessment

should be set up and be
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accordance to the international standard as well. Moreover, the consumers should be developed their
potential and promoted their participation in active role.

For food security strategy, 2 strategies were proposed : 1. Agricultural production system
development strategy to get food sufficiency and economic stability. Efficient and balanced planning,
development, and control of crop production for food and for energy, sustainable farming, integrated
farming and the Royally-initiated New Theory, enough food to meet domestic and overseas demands,
promote agricultural products grown in the country, efficient water resource management and irrigation
system development were addressed. 2. Food security crisis management system needs to be
developed, i.e., preparation on early warning for food crisis that might be happened, regular revision to
get enough food stock in the country. In case of crisis, determine food production area in advance in
order to be ready for the crisis that might be happened to food production areas in the country.

Food quality strategy that must be hurriedly implemented is National Food and Nutrition Plan.
To this Plan, National Nutrition Committee has proposed 9 strategies, that is : 1) production,
processing, and distribution for nutrition, 2) food and nutrition communication for proper consumption
behavior, 3) consumer protection on food and nutrition, 4) promotion, protection, and support child
care by mother’s milk, and food supplement that fit for ages, 5) control and preventive measures on
malnutrition, 6) nutrition surveillance, 7) promotion on family and community roles, 8) human resource
development and R&D, and 9) Thai food quality to increase nutrition values and trade.

As for food strategy, the proposal is as follows; networking development, education to related
people in the food chain to develop behavior efficiently and effectively during normal and abnormal
periods, information development, risk communication, research development and publication to
targeted people to improve consumption and working behaviors, and legal development to monitor
advertisement and to protect consumers to use their rights.

A study on the relationship between budget and food safety strategies conducted by Thai FDA
showed that Thai FDA’s target is to protect people’ s health. However, limitation was about budget.
Thai FDA had the budget for food safety mission only about 0.26 percent. In addition, the collaboration
with other organizations, especially with Thailand’s Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, who

monitors upstream food chain, was lack. An establishment of National Food
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Committee would make national policy on food safety more concrete. Thai FDA may focus on
implementation of pre-and post-marketing. In addition, Thai FDA is recommended to play a role on an
increase of people’s realization on food safety production and consumption. This might force food
processors to pay more attention on cleanliness, quality, and safeness to their food processing. It is

targeted that food safety over the whole food chain to promote life quality of the people can be viable.
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