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Abstract

The study on production system, marketing and quality of papaya in Chumphon
area was done from May to September 2008 by interviewed 126 farmers in 7 districts 27
sub-districts. The results are separated in 3 categories;

Production system; the popular cultivars in Chumphon area are ‘Khak Dum’,
‘Khak Nuan’ and‘Yellow pulp’, respectively. The major production system is no ridging
and mixed cropping with economics crops such as oil palm, rubber tree and tropical
fruits. Main water supply is from rain water and organic fertilizer with or without combining
of chemical fertilizer was applied from seedling to harvesting stage. The mechanic control
such as cutting was used for weed control. Fruit fly and papaya ring spot virus (PRSV)
are more frequency found. The average cost are 465 baht per rai per month before
harvesting stage and 939 bath per rai per month in harvesting stage for monocropping
with no ridging, 615 baht per rai per month before harvesting stage and 1,067 bath per
rai per month in harvesting stage mixed cropping stage with no ridging.

Marketing system; the farmers were sold in the maturity stage for fresh fruit and
processing. For fresh fruit, the average price was 5.1 baht in June, 5.6 baht in August,
and 3.7 baht in September. The price was variation with pulp color and demand with the
price of yellow pulp was higher than red for processing. The average price of red pulp
papayas were 4.1, 3.7, and 1.8 baht per kg in June, August and September, respectively.
Average price of ‘Yellow pulp’ papaya in June, august and September were 5.16, 4.58,
and 1.5 baht per kg, respectively.

Fruit qualities were measured at 75 % color break after storage at 29° C and 92
% humidity. The average of ‘Khak Dum’ and ‘Khak Nuan’ papaya fruit size is 2500 g.

The red pulp had 0.5-1.0 kg firmness, 3.3-3.4 cm pulp thickness and 10-11.9 % brix of
soluble solid (SS). The yellow pulp had firmness lower than 0.5 kg, 3.3 cm pulp thickness
and 10.7 % brix of SS. The postharvest disease was found in 3 cultivars and 1-25 % of

damage occurs in the skin.



