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Abstract 

       
       Production and marketing of papaya varieties was studied in the provinces of Tak and 

Kamphaeng Phet. The varieties of papaya were “Kaek dam”, “Kaek nuan”, “Bplak mairai”, “Dam 

neern” and “Red Lady” found to be cultivated with the distribution of 38%, 4%, 14%, 3% and 

41%, respectively. In Tak and Kamphaeng Phet provinces, there was an area under cultivation in 

the year 2008 (Thai year 2551) of approximately 5,219 and 1,961 rai, respectively. 55% of 

papaya farmers were women and 56% were aged between 31-49 years old. 71% have a primary 

level education and 91% have cultivation experience of less than 5 years. 52% of plantations were 

of 5 to 25 rai and 78% were single crop plantations. Papaya growing was the principle source of 

income for 85% percent of farmers who mostly (90%) use laborers from their family, however 

42% also employ around 3-5 additional people. 55% of farmers source their papaya seed from a 

seed company and 81% grow sprouts plant for themselves. Papaya trees are grown from sprouts 

planted at 2 meter intervals along rows spaced 2 meters apart (67%). 54% of mixed plantations 

grew other fruit crops before first plantings of papaya. 20% of mixed crop farms grow papaya 

trees in mixed orchards together with other fruit. 59% of farms take water from artesian wells. 

29% of farmers use manure as well as organic fertilizers to prepare the soil before the trees are 

planted, but 67% of farmers do not use any fertilizer to prepare the soil for planting and 60% do 

not use fertilizers during growth of the papaya trees. 44% of farmers use mixed fertilizers from 

organic and chemical fertilizers. During growth to maturity 25% of farmers continue to use 

chemical fertilizer and 54% use chemical fertilizer during harvesting. The pH value of the soil 

and water were in the range 6.0-6.9 in 53% and 58% of farms, respectively. Soil of Tak and 

Kamphaeng Phet province is class 33. Papaya Ringspot Virus (PRSV) was found on 53% of 

farms. PRSV percent was found on 1-25% of trees on 30% of farms and PRSV was found on the 

surface of 26-50% of papaya fruit on 21% of farms. 33% of farms control weeds by the use of 

chemicals alone and 26% by means of machinery such as brush cutters together with chemicals. 



 
 

Q

41% of farmers control weeds only by use of machinery. Insect and animal pests of Papaya are 

eradicated with chemicals by 37% of farmers. Production cost were calculated for four model 

farms; a) a single crop papaya plantation (ridge type) at approximately 2,500 baht/rai/month, b) a 

single crop papaya plantation (field type) at approximately 1,700 baht/rai/month, c) a mixed 

plantation (ridge type) at approximately 1,300 baht/rai/month and d) a mixed plantation (field 

type) at approximately 1,000 baht/rai/month. 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


