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Abstract

Project Code: PDG 5130001

Project Title: Status of Wildlife of Thailand: Wildlife Trade, Zoo and Protected Areas: Problems
Solutions and Future Research Topics

Investigators: Puttha N4, Thavorn Rs, Boonyanupong AG, Noonmun CG, Reungnoo NG,
Bhutkhotr CG, Tangsubutra C4, Sriyabhya A4, Dhirawan N4, Ong-La N4

Email Address: pingwatershed@yahoo.com , nammaeping@gmail.com

Project Duration: October 2007 — March 2008

The project aims to raise public awareness on the updated status of wildlife of Thailand
and to develop future research topics to improve wildlife conservation measures. Based on the
compiled information, news, interview with concerned people and discussion from seminars on
the topics of wildlife trade, zoo, poaching, habitat loss and conservation, it is found that
wildlife in Thailand have been threatened continuously. Wildlife habitats have also been lost by
various economic development projects and urban expansion. Wildlife poaching occurs even in
their protected habitats. More wildlife becomes endangered or critically endangered.
International community still recognizes Thailand as the world’s important center and transit
country of wildlife trade, Use of wildlife by different types of zoo and minor occupants is
increasing. It is notable that the limitation of captive breeding, competitiveness and survival of
zoo business, ineffective control of wildlife trade and identification of wildlife origin may not be
able to claim such use as conservation. On the contrary, it could stimulate poaching of wild
animals out of their habitats, business without animal welfare and release of abandoned
animals and alien species to Thailand’s environment. There are notably concerns on the current
ineffectiveness of law enforcement and limiting capacity of responsible agencies to protect
wildlife habitats and prevent illegal wildlife poaching and trade. Meanwhile, policy makers are
leading the public to pay more attention on economic development rather than awareness of
the important role of wildlife to keep Thailand’s habitat richness. Such interest is pushing
suspiciously to amend the concerned laws and launch policies to support use of protected
habitats and wildlife in the unsustainable manner. The above-mentioned circumstances and

observations lead to many proposals for further activities including study of status, impacts and

* Thailand Wildlife Conservation Network
° Regional Community Forestry Training Center for the Asia Pacific (RECOFTC), Kasetsart University

® Environmental Journalist Club, Journalist and Media Association of Thailand



mitigation of “empty forest “ in Thailand’s wildlife habitats, keeping monitor the illegal wildlife
trade for control improvement, determining standards, criteria and measures toward ex-situ and
in-situ conservation for zoo operations and other wildlife occupations, stimulating public
awareness on wildlife conservation and expansion the participation of all concerned parties in

these proposals and in development of national policies and legislation concerning the wildlife.





